1 


FOR PLASnC MODEULm 


15p 





IN 

THIS 

ISSUE 


* 

Modelling a big Medieval Castle from kits 
Converting a Skyraider to a Firebrand 








. ■> 


You've got to work at the first two 
but you can buy the third at any 
good modelling shop. Your models 
deserve the best and you'll certainly get 
the best from Humbrol. Ask for these 
products by name— enamels (matt or gloss) 
for brushing or spraying; modelling 
adhesives of every kind ; craft knives, 
dopes, thinners, brush cleaners, fuel proofers, 
authentic colours, metallics and poster colours. 
Remember-Humbrol helps you make better 

aIc 


HUMBROL 


HUMBROL • HULL * YORKSHIRE 



Get every 
detail right 
with Airf ix 


STOP PRESS 


Left: Suffolk. Bottom Right: Scharnhorst. Top Right : Ark Royal. 


New 12th Scale litre Bentley 
With accurately detailed engine, suspension 
and steering; flexible tyres and bonnet 
straps; this model of a Le Mans winning 
Bentley is in the new 12th scale and measures 
14' overall. Price: £4.50. 


24th Scale Messerschmitt BflOSE 


This Is another At A 

superb model in < 

the Super ^ ^ <— ■ i 

Kit range ^ 

with its ^ 

working ailerons ^ 

andtailplane, V- . 

fully detailed liJLv.i 

Daimler-Benz 

engine and \ 1 

retractable ^ \ 

undercarriage 
Price: £1.95. 

Propeller motorising unit available(32p). 


The world’s 
biggest range of 
construction kits 


News, articles, conversions for modelling 
enthusiasts every month In AIRFIX MAGAZINE. 
15p from your model shop or newsagent. 
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In the December Issue:— 


• Skipton Railway Society's 4 mm 
scale layout — an Illustrated des- 
cription. 

• “The Art of Coarse Exhibiting”— 
satirical article with a grain of truth. 

• Dudley Dimmock gives helpful sug- 
gestions on methods of point con- 
trol and describes the advantages 
and disadvantages of each type. 

9 Full review and test of the ne\^ 
Tri-ang “Evening Star”. 

• Railway films for hire or purchase— 
a full list with reviews. 

• The Alanbruck and Stefanheim line 
—a feature on an HOn9 layout on 
show at the Warrington and Man- 
chester Exhibitions In December. 

• The complete index for 1971 is 
Included. 

PLUS all the latest reviews and news. 


MODaRNUMW 

CONSTRUCTOR 

Each month 17ip from your newsagent. If you prefer use the attached 
form to order your subscription direct. 

Please take out a regular monthly subscription on my behalf to MODEL RAILWAY 
CONSTRUCTOR beginning with the issue. I enclose my remittance 

of (£2.50 including postage. £3.00 overseas. From January 1972 £2.75 

[home] £3.30 [oi^erseas]) 

NAME .1 

ADDRESS 


TERMiNAL HOUSE, SHEPPERTON, MIDDLESEX 


IAN ALLAN 


TEL: WALTON-ON-THAMES 28484 
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AIRFIX magazine 


GREEN SHIELD 
STAMPS 
with every order 


BRIDGET MODELS 


7I- 


e wpti 



ij Put mat 


Let 


MAIL-ORDER 

A 

SPECIALITY 


We offer one of the finest and most comprehensive seiections of Piastic Modei Kits in London 


NEW RELEASES 


REVELL 1/32 

£1.15 P470 "Raxorback'* Thunder- 

bolt (SEAC) 

P5I Mk. Ill “Malcolm Hood” 
Mutcant (RAF) 

JU 878 "Hungarian” Stuka 


1/25 

£1.80 


Wp 


Gyptey Dune Buggy 
Maverick Funny Car 
BAJA Chopper 


£1.15 
124 

£1.95 Metserschmitc I09E 
1/12 

£4.50 Bentley Blower 
£4.40 Ferrari 3128 


1/8 

£3.95 

99p 

1/72 

£4.40 


Los Angeles Harley Cht^per 
Der Red Baron. Funf Dekkei 
Fokker 


Vosper 


TAMIYA 

MOTORISED CAR KITS— I/I2th 
SCALE 

Porsche 910 £6.30 

Lotus 498— Formula I £3.99 

Matra MS-II — Formula I £3.99 

Lola T70 Mk. Ill £7.50 

MOTORISED CAR KITS— I/I8eh 
SCALE 

Porsche Carrera 910 £2.99 

Nissan R38I £2.99 

LolaT.I60TS £2.99 

TANKS l/2lsc and l/25th SCALES 
WITH TWO MOTORS AND 
REMOTE CONTROL 

British Chieftain — I /25th £6.99 

German Panther — I /25th £6.99 

U.S. Army "Big Shot" — I /21st £5.50 

German Jagd Panther Rommel— 
l/2Sth £6.99 

M4 Sherman (U.S.A.)— l/2lst £5.35 
Pzkw3 German — I /21st £5.35 

Russian T-34 Tank — I /25th 

TANKS l;25th SCALE- 
MOTORISED 
Russian T-34 Tank 
German Panther 
German Jagd Panther Rommel 
British Chieftain Tank 
SUlOO Russian Assault 


£5.50 


TANKS l;25th SCALE 
INTERIOR DETAIL 
Tiger I 

Ti^r I Remote Control- 
Two Motors 


£3.99 

£4.99 

£4.99 

£4.99 

£3.99 

WITH 


King Tiger Tank £2.99 

Hunting Tiger Tank £2.99 

Tiger I £2.99 

Russian TIO JSI 1 1 Stalin Tank £2.99 

German Panther Tank £2.99 

German Rommel Tank £2.99 

RIKO MILITARY— MOTORISED 
U.S. Army Personnel Carrier £1.30 

German Hanomag Sd.Kfz 251/1 
Armoured Hair Track— I /35th £1.30 

CAR KITS MOTORISED I/I2th 
SCALE 

Ferrari Flat 12 £2.99 

Honda FKI (Tamiva) £3.75 

Porsche Carrera 9l0 (Tamiya) £6.30 

Lotus 49B (Tamiya) £4.40 

Matra MS-II (Tamiya) £4.40 

Lola T70 Mk. Ill (Tamiya) £6.99 

MOTORISED CAR KITS— I/I6th 
SCALE 
Ford GT-40 

Toyota Sporu 2000 GT (Otaki) 

Lola Ford 
Brabham Ford 


Lamborghini Miura (Otaki) 
Jaguar Pirana 
Alfa Romeo 


Vi?'*"'’ 


£3.75 

£2.99 

£1.99 

£1.99 

£3.99 

£3.99 

£3.99 


£7.50 

SCALE— 
£2.50 
£2.50 
£2.50 
£2.50 
£2.50 
£2.50 
£2.50 
£2.50 
£2.50 
£2.50 

£2.50 
£2.50 

TANKS l/3Sth SCALE WITH 
TWO MOTORS AND REMOTE 
CONTROL 

German Leopard Tank £2.99 


TANKS etc.— l/3Sth 

ALL MOTORISED 

TI05 Russian JSI 1 1 Stalin Tank 
British Chieftain Tank 
U.S. Army M60 A-l Tank 
Type 61 Tank Japanese 
German King Tiger Tank 
German Hunting Tiger Tank 
German Leopard Tank 
Tiger I 

German Panther Tank 
German Rommel 
(Jagd Panther Tank) 
Centurion 


MOTORISED CAR KITS |/20th 
SCALE 

I /20th Sand Buggy £2.99 

Mako Shark £1.99 

Opel GT 1900 £2.99 

Lamborghini Marzal by Bertone £2.99 
Mustang Mach I £3.62 

Ghia Mangusta £1.99 

Lotus 47 GT £1.99 

Chaparral 2F £1.99 

Ford Capri £1.99 

Ferrari 275 £1.99 

Fairlady Z £2.99 

WARSHIPS— MOTORISED 
Yamato Battleship — I /250th £12.99 

Enterprise— I /400th £10.99 

CAR KITS— l/2Sth SCALE 
•70 AMX 390 F.C. £1.75 

*70 Toronado H.T. £1.75 

•70 Impala H.T. £1.75 

NEW RELEASE 

1/6 HONDA CB 750 FOUR £7.99 


AIRFIX-FULL RANGE ALWAYS AVAILABLE 


ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES TO DEPT. AMII: 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


Mustang Mach 1 

Our 

price 

STP Turbine Car 

Our 

price 

1/20 (£3.62) 
Mustang 2x2 

1/20 (£6.60) 

£2.75 

1/12 (£6.90) 

£6.00 

£5.50 

REVELL Willys Drag P/Ll 
1/25 (£|T80) 

Bed Bug ••VW 


Alfa Romeo 1600 
(Scarared) 1/16 


80p 

(£4.00) 

£3.25 

1/25 l£l.80) 

80p 


REVELL 

JITS 

Skyrocket 
Starfire 

Th understreak 
Scorpion 
Super Sabre 
Voodoo 
Thunderchief 
Phantom 
Marauder 
Heinkel 
Ju88 
Corsair 
Havoc 

Navy Phantom 
Delta Dagger 
SAAB 
Martin ^57B 
Corsair II 
Vigilante 
StHetto 

Flying Fortress 
SMALL GALLEONS 
Golden Hind 
Bounty 
Mayflower 
Beagle 

Constitution 

Santa Maria 

Charles Morgan 

Victory 

Essex 

Wasp 

Hornet 

Yorktown 

USS Flasher 

Enterprise 

Forrestal 

Ranger 

Gunboat Tacoma 

MEDIUM SAILING SHIPS 

Constitution 

Thermopylae 

Mayflower 

Cutty Sark 

IMPORTED SHIPS 

Pedro Nunes 

Constitution 

Thermopylae 

Alabama 

Cutty Sark w/sails 

Constitution w/sails 

Spanish Galleon 

SPACECRAFT 

Gemini 

Vostok 

Columbia and Eagle 
Space Assortment 
Saturn V 

MOTORCYCLES 
Yantaha Scrambler 
Yamaha 350 
Yamaha Dirt Bike 
Kawasaki Mach III 



Dambuster 

77p 

BIO l/32nd 

42p 

Liberator 

77p 

Hurricane 

42p 

Focke-Wulf 

77p 

Huey Attack 

42p 

Patrol Bomber 

77p 

Corsair 

42p 

R.A.A.F. Fill 

77p 

Bell UH-ID Huey 

42p 

42p 

Catalina 

Lockheed SR7I 

77p 

Bell Huev Cobra 
Thunderbolt 

42p 


Stuka 

49p 



Pan Am SST 

49p 

l/28th and l/32nd 


Lightning P-38 

49p 

Spad 

89p 

49p 

Sopwith 

Fokker 

89p 

SHIPS 

49p 

89p 

Prinz Eugen 

49p 

Zero 

95p 

Massachusetts 

49p 

Aleutin Ti^r 

Me I09G •Gustav* 

95p 

Pennsylvania 

49p 

Wp 

Alabama 

49p 

Spitfire Mk. 1 

95p 

USS Washington 

49p 

Curtiss P-40E 

Wp 

Forrest Sherman 

49p 

Me I09F 

95p 

Longbeach 

49p 

Seafire 

P5p 

Boston 

^.9p 

P-51 Mustang 

Wp 

Franklin 

77p 

Wildcat 

Wp 

Essex 


£1.25 

£1.25 

£1.25 

£1.25 

£1.25 

£1.25 

£1.25 

£1.25 

£1.40 

£1.40 

£1.40 

£1.40 

£1.40 

£1.40 

£1.49 

£1.49 

99p 

£2.50 

£2.50 

£2.50 

£2.50 

£10.50 

£11.50 

£11.50 

£11.50 

£11.50 

£12.25 

£13.50 

£1.15 

£1.15 

99p 

£7.75 

£8.75 

a.25 

£3.25 

£3.25 

£3.25 


Triumph Drag 
Honda Super Sports 
Honda Racing Bike 
Honda Scrambler 
Honda Drag 
Triumphant Trike 
Elect raHide 
Harley Police Bike 
Harley Hog 

CARS 

•31 Sedan Delivery 
•54 Chevy Highboy 
*50 Austin Drag 
Boss Mustang Fny Car 
Volkswagen 3 in I 
•53 Chevy Panel 
EMPI Dune Buggy 
Safari Dune Buggy 
Dodge Revellion 

PYRO 

Antique Rifles 
Belgian Shot Gun 
Silesian Rifle 
Moorish Rifle 
Bavarian Rifle 
Kentucky Rifle 
Western Saddle Gun 


£1.15 

£1.15 

£1.15 

£1.15 

£1.15 

£1.15 

£1.15 

£1.40 

£IJ0 


50p 

50p 

50p 

50p 

77p 

77p 

77p 

77p 

77p 

77p 

£3.25 

£3.25 

£3.25 

£3.25 

£3.25 

£3.95 

£3.95 

£3.95 

£3.95 


£1.80 

£1.80 

£1.80 

£1.80 

£1.80 

£1.80 

£1.80 

£1.80 

£1.80 


£2.95 

£2.95 

£2.95 

£2.95 

£2.95 

£2.40 


POSTAGE AND PACKING 

Up to 50p. 5p Upto£l.l0p 
Up Co £2, I5p Up Co £3, 20p 

Up to £4, 25p Over £5 Free 

OVERSEAS POSTAGE RATES 
Airmail. Australia Min. 60p for 
[ lb. Plus 60p for each add. | lb. 
New Zealand same as Australia. 
South Africa, Canada and U.S.A. 
Min. $.88 for i lb. plus $.88 for 
each add. lb. 


BRIDGE MODELS 


1-2 STATION PARADE. HOE STREET BRIDGE. WALTHAMSTOW. LONDON. E.I 7 
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A. A. JOHNSTON Military Books 

Pitney, Langport, Somerset Telephone Somerton 713 


Below are a few books from our extensive range covering all aspects of Military History 

Send for lists stating interests 


• HANDBOOK ON JAPANESE MILITARY FORCES 1945 
Facsimile reprint of the U.S. War Dept Manual, prof, illuttd. 1000 photos 
and drawings. 8 pages in colour, 550 page, softbound. Post free £6.99 

• STAHLHELM Evolution of tho Gorman Stool Holmot 

104 pages prof, illustd. with photographs and drawings, softbound. 

Post froo £2.59 

• UNIFORMS AND BADGES OF THE THIRD REICH R. Kohl 

Vol. I NSOAP. 287 illustrations, hardbound. Post froo £3.46 

Vol 1 1 SA, NSKK, SS. 556 illustrations, hardbound. Post froo £4.60 

Vol. Ml HJ— NSFK — RAO, 481 illustrations, hardbound. 

Post froo £4.05 

Knight's Battles for Wargamers. Series specially written by leadir^ authori- 
ties with maps, etc., hardbound, all 98p Pott froo oach. SARATOGA 1777 
by J. Sweotman. BORODINO 1812 by E. R. Holmes. FIRST BULL RUN by 
P. Davis and H. 1. CooMr. New titles to follow. OUDENARDE 1708 by 
E. Belfield. MINDEN 17^ by H. N. Cole. THE ALMA 1854 by H. Harris. 

• GERMAN 88 mm ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN MATERIAL 
Facsimile reprint of this US War Dept. Manual. Covers every use of this 
famous gun with hundreds of photographs, drawings, etc. 197 pages. 

Post froo £2.35 

• An Outline of MARLBOROUGH'S CAMPAIGNS Copt. F. Moycock 

10 maps. 164 pages, hardbound. Post froo 84p 

• THE SUBALTERN. A Chronicle of tho Peninsular War G. R. C/eig 

Author was with 85th Regt., one of the most enteruining accounts of the 
war. Maps, 400 pages, hardbound. Post froo £2.20 

THE COLLECTOR'S PICTORIAL BOOK OF BAYONETS 

F. J. Stephens 

Over 280 photographs describing bayonets from over 20 countries. 

Post froo £2.10 

• NAZI MEDALS. A Collector's Handbook-Doscriptions-Valuos 

£. L Btcrd 

All the major campaign awards and badges, over 70 illustrations, 50 pages, 
spiral bound. Post froo £1.40 


•INSIGNIA. DECORATIONS AND BADGES OF THE THIRD 
REICH AND OCCUPIED COUNTRIES R. Kohl 

800 illustrations, hardbound. Post froo £4.50 

• DIE WAFFEN SS — AND FALLSCHIRM JAGER 1936-45 
Two titles by P. Stahl each well illust. 8 pages of colour, softbound. 

Price per title £2.33 

• FAKES AND FRAUDS OF THE THIRD REICH 

28 pages, illuttd. softbound. 95p 

•THE FRENCH IMPERIAL ARMY Tho Campaignt^of 1813-4 and 
Waterloo 

Uniform colour guide, illuttd. 52 pages, softbound. Post froo £1.40 

•THE FRENCH INFANTRY AND ARTILLERY 1795-1812 
Uniform colour guide, illustrated, 12 pages, softbound. Post froo 70p 
•THE ORDEAL OF CAPTAIN ROEDER. 

Based on the original diary, the vivid account of the Napoleonic Army and 
iu retreat from Russia, illustrated, hardbound. Post froo £1.36 

•AT THEM WITH THE BAYONET!-^Tho First Sikh War 

O. Peathtrstont 

Illustrated, 200 pages, hardbound. Post froo £1.61 

GERMAN ARMY UNIFORMS AND INSIGNIA 1933-1945 B. L. Davit 
375 photos and drawings, over 200 pages and pages of colour which 
include Shoulder Straps. Collar Patches, also 120 Bayonet Knot colours! 
Hardbound. Post froo £4.49 

BUTTONS OF THE BRITISH ARMY 1855-1970 H. Ripley 

50 plates illustrating over 600 buttons. Post from £1.60 

•A HISTORY OF THE DRESS OF THE BRITISH SOLDIER, from 
tho Earliest Period to tho Present Time Lt. Col. J. Luard, 1852 

A superb limited numbered, facsimile reprint of this scarce work bound in 
simulated morocco, complete with the 50 full page drawings 

Post froo £5.74 


In addition we stock the new Osprey "Men-At-Arms" series, all the Almark hardbound titles, the new Kingsland-Cox • BRITISH MILITARY UNIFORMS 
AND EQUIPMENT 1760-1850 titles and many more. 

• We are Official Sole Distributors for Imrie/Risley, Deutschland Ordnance Co., DO Enterprises (Miliuria— magazine). DEALERS* ENQUIRIES WELCOME also for 
above titles marked • 


Ml MODEL HOBBY 

C CONSORTIUM 5885 





England’s largest and most comprehensive model shop. Stocks everything from 

Revell's superb range of over 200 model kits. Send only 15p for full colour Revell 36-page catalogue. 

300 square yards of 
floor space devoted 


P-51 Mustang 


Christmas comes but 
once a year 

and ten to one you’ll 
get it here 


Thunderbolt (Razor back) 



1/32 SCALE PLANES 


BH278 

Corsair 

£1.11 

FHI228 

Kawasaki Mach III 

£3.14 




BH286 

Bell UH-ID Huey 

£1.11 

FHI230 

Triumph Custom 

£3.14 

BH265 

Zero 

Wp 

BH287 

Bell Huey Cobra 

£1.11 

FHI23I 

Triumph Tiger 

£3.14 

BH27I 

Aleutian Tiger 

92p 

BH288 

Mitsubishi Raiden 

£1.11 

FHI232 

Triumph Drag 

£3.14 

BH279 

Me l()9G 'Gustav* 

92p 

BH298 

Stuka 

£1.11 

FHI233 

Honda Super Sports 

£3.14 

BH282 

Spitfire Mk. 1 

92p 

BH296 

Thunderbolt 

£1.11 

FHI234 

Honda Racing Bike 

£3.14 

BH283 

Curtiss P-40E 

92p 

BH280 

Lightning P-38 

£1.45 

FHI235 

Honda Scrambler 

£3.14 

BH284 

Me I09F 

92p 




FHI234 

Honda Drag 

£3.14 

BH294 

Seafire 

92p 

I/S crALF MOTORCYCLES 


FHI275 

Kawasa<<i Drag Bike 

£3.14 

BH295 

P-51 Mustang 

92p 




FHI223 

Triumphant Trike 

£3.82 

BH299 

Wildcat 

92p 

FHI220 

Yamaha Scrambler 

£3.14 

FHI224 

Electraglide 

£3.82 

BH2I7 

Hurricane 

£1.11 

FHI225 

Yamaha 350 

£3.14 

FHI227 

Harley Police Bike 

£3.82 

BH259 

Huey Attack 

£1.11 

FHI226 

Yamaha Dirt Bike 

£3.14 

FHI237 

Harley Hog 

£3.82 


INSTANT TURN-ROUND MAIL ORDER 

INSTANT TURN ROUND SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY OF ORDER P. & P. UP TO £3.00—1 Sp. OVER £3.00 Oversew customers deduct I4?i 

—Free. IT IS REGRETTED THAT NO LETTERS CAN BE ANSWERED UNLESS ACCOMPANIED BY A S.A.E. purchase tax discount (except 

363 LEWISHAM HIGH STREET. LONDON, SE13 on books) 

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
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AIRFIX magazine 


New books for enthusiasts every month— from Almarks 


HERE ARE SOME OF OUR HEW TITLES WHICH WILL BE READY BY CHRISTMAS 



Tribal Class 
Destroyers 


At. WANK PuaUCAnONf 


TRIBAL CLASS 
DESTROYERS 

By Peter Hodges 

An authoritative history of the 
Royal Navy's most famous 
class of wartime destroyers. 
Over 80 pictures, camouflage 
schemes in full colour, full 
armament detail and scale 
drawings. Detailed text. 

Paperback £1.25 
Hardback £1.90 

November publication 



SCOTTISH 

f- 

REGIMENTS 


MO UNIFORMS 


1160 It14 




A H a<Mk«ing 

. 1 

AUAAMS 

niBUCATOrt 



SCOTTISH REGIMENTS 
AND UNIFORMS, 

1660-1914 

By A. H. Bowling 

A new revised and expanded 
edition of one of the earliest 
Almark books. Contains two 
extra colour plates, more pic- 
tures, and over 30 sets of extra 
drawings covering militia and 
disbanded 18th century units. 
Paperback £1.00 
Hardback £1.50 
November publication 


THE LIFE GUARDS 
Dress and Appoint- 
ments 1660-1914 

By Charles Stadden 

A superb book by the great 
military artist and figure 
maker Charles Stadden 
which portrays the dress of 
this famous regiment at 
different stages of its history. 
There are over 50 large draw- 
ings (sample on right), rare 
pictures and eight full page 
colour plates. All uniforms 
are described and dated. 

Published in December 
—prices to be announced. 


Quarter 

'i' - actual 



November 
publication 

BRITISH 
CAVALRY 
STANDARDS 

By Dino 
Lemonofides 

Paperback 
£1.25 

Hardback 
£1.75 

Right: Sample 
drawings from 
this book. 

This fine book is a companion volume to our British 
Infantry Colours. It has seven full page colour plates, fully 
detailed text, many rare pictures, and detailed drawings. 



PLASTIC SCALE MODEL AIRCRAFT 

By W. R. Matthews Paperback £1.00 

Hardback £1.60 

An essential book for all aircraft kit modellers— fully illustrated with 
drawings, photos and colour plates 


Other Almark Books available — get them from your Almark 
Stockist or order at your local bookshop 
Japanese Army Uniforms and Equipment, 1939-1945; German 
Artillery. 1914-18; British Infantry Regiments, 1660-1914; German 
Combat Uniforms, 1939-1945 (2nd Ed); American Civil War Infantry. 
All at 87)p (paperback) or £1.35 (hardback). 

F-4 Phantom II; M4 Sherman Production Models; 62ip 
(paper covers only) 

Wehrmacht Divisional Signs. £1.25 (paperback) or £1.65 (hard- 
back). British Infantry Colours £1.00 (paperback) or £1.50 (hard- 
back). Regiments at Waterloo. £1.25 (paperback) or £1.75 (hard- 
back). German Infantry, 1914-1918 £1 (paperback) or £1.50 
(hardback) 

French Napoleonic Artillery. Soviet Combat Tanks, 1939-45. £1 
(paperback) or £1.40 (hardback) each. 

Afrika Korps; Panzerjager ('Wehrmacht Illustrated'). Each at 50p 
(paper covers only). 

Ships of the Royal Navy; 'Battle' Class Destroyers; British Military 
Markings; Indian Cavalry Regiments. 

£1.25 (paperback) or £1.75 (hardback) each. 

Royal Navy Warships, 1939-1945. £1.50 (paperback) or £2.00 
(hardback) 

Waffen-SS: Its uniforms, equipment, and organisation £1.75 
(paperback) or £2.25 (hardback) 


THE FLYING 
NAVY 

By Richard E. Gardner 

This fine 80 page book gives a 
comprehensive pictorial cover- 
age of the last five years of the 
Fleet Air Arm and Its carriers 
prior to the big run-down of 1970 
onwards. All ships and aircraft 
are covered In detail and there 
are squadron lists, codes and 
other data. Nine colour plates. 
Paperback £1.25 
Hardback £1.75 



New FREE 32 page catalogue available (please send large SAE to 
address below) includes all new titles until early 1972. NOTE NEW 
ADDRESS. 



ALMARK 

PUBLISHING CO. LTD. 

270 Burlington Road 
New Malden, Surrey 
KT3 4NL Tel. 01-949-1789 
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THE FINEST BOOK EVER PUBLISHED 
ON GERMAN ARMY UNIFORMS! 



German 

Army 

Uniforms 

and 

Insignia 

1933*1945 


Brian L Davis 




Colour cover of book. 


GERMAN ARMY UNIFORMS AND 
INSIGNIA, 1933-1945, by Brian L. 
Davis. Completely new — a compre- 
hensive work with full photographic 
evidence detailing every aspect of the 
military uniforms, insignia, and accoutre- 
ments of the German Army during the 
Third Reich. 

Never before has such a wealth of intri- 
cate detail been brought together into one 
compact volume. This profusely illustrated 
book has been prepared after many years 
of painstaking research into original 
publications, documents and papers; 
research at museums, archives and private 
collections of uniforms, insignia, photo- 
graphs and documents both on the Con- 
tinent and in the United Kingdom has 
brought to light many fascinating aspects 
— all of which have revealed many little 
known or completely new facts and 
figures about this subject. This has, in 
turn, rectified many of the incorrect 
theories built up through faulty and 
inadequate research found in the majority 
of previous publications. 

On 224 pages (sized lO’xTi") are 
packed 375 high quality monochrome 
illustrations — photographs and line draw- 
ings — the great majority of which have 
never before been published. 4 pages of 
full colour showing 188 individual items 
are an important feature in this book. 
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Specimen pages much reduced. 


The book is divided into seven basic 
sections of which the four sections dealing 
with uniforms and insignia are sub- 
divided into over 180 individual subjects, 
amongst which are the following: 

A full listing of German Army ranks 
with British equivalent rank terms. German 
Administrative Officials' ranks with equiva- 
lent British ministerial positions. The full 
range of Arm of Service Colours (Waffen- 
farbe). Complete coverage on German 
Army shoulder straps, buttons, shoulder 
strap braiding and insignia. Coverage of 
all rank chevrons, rank insignia for the 
Denim uniforms and special rank insignia 
for combat clothing. Badges and insignia 
covered include full coverage on trade and 
specialist badges, proficiency badges, 
army marksmanship lanyards, certain types 
of military decorations, aiguillettes, army 
gorgets, 'swallows' nests' (musicians’ 
wings), German Army cuff-titles, arm- 
bands, sidearm knots, cap insignia and 
'Tradition' cap badges. 

The Uniform Section deals fully with all 
aspects of military clothing and uniforms, 
including: 

sports kit: fatigue dress; service and field 
service uniforms; white summer tunics; 
Greatcoats, fur and animal skin coats; 
cloaks; motorcycle coats; parade uniforms; 
walking-out uniforms; reporting uniforms; 
chaplains' dress including the Frock Coat 


and Greatcoat, Black Panzer uniforms; 
field-grey artillery uniforms; mountaineer- 
ing uniforms and clothing; tropical 
clothing; army issue shirts; windjackets 
and anoraks; all forms of issue camouflage 
clothing and uniforms; Winter clothing 
and snow camouflage. 

Every type of German Army head-dress 
and footwear is covered as also are the 
steel helmet colourings as well as the 
extensive subject of helmet camouflage 
coverings. 

Ail specifications are given regarding 
sizes, measurements and colouring of the 
uniforms and their related insignia. 

Photographs and figure drawings, 
especially selected, illustrate each one of 
these subjects. 

GERMAN ARMY UNIFORMS AND 
INSIGNIA can justifiably claim to be the 
most complete work on the subject ever 
published. The price of this superb book is 
£4.25 (25p postage and packing). 


HOW TO OBTAIN 

Please see facing page. 

AIRFIX magazine 


THE BEST TANK BOOKS 


tSermanTanks of World War II 


Tho compioto ilustratod history of Qofman 
armoured fighting vehicles 1926-1945 



GERMANTANKSOF WORLD WARM: 
The Complete Illustrated History of 
German Armoured Fighting Vehicles, 
1926-1945, by F. M. von Senger und 
Etterlin. The dafinitive work on German 
armoured fighting vehicles, complete with 
the full details of the development history, 
production and specifications of all 
German tanks and their variants over the 
period 1926-1945, as well as other 
armoured vehicles. 

The Illustrated Section contains 186 
photographs of production models, pro- 
totypes, wooden models and variants, and 
an additional 170 drawings, mostly to a 
uniform scale of 1 :73 showing clear and 
accurate fore and aft details; and side 
elevations, as well as plain details on all 
the major types. 

11 X 8y. 214 pages. Nearly 370 illus- 
trations. £4.75 (25 p 6t p). 

MODERN BRITISH TANKS AND 
FIGHTING EQUIPMENT by Peter 
Chamberlain and Chris Ellis. A 
concise, up-to-date illustrated guide to 
the equipment in service with the British 
Army in the seventies. 

Paperback. 8y x 51*. 80 pages. Over 130 
illustrations. €1 .00 (lOp p 8 p). 

BRITISH AND AMERICAN TANKS 
OF WORLD WAR II. The complete 
Illustrated History of British and Common- 
wealth Tanks, Gun Motor Carriages and 
Special Purpose Vehicles, 1939-1945, by 
Peter Chamberlain and Chris Ellis. 

The highly applauded encyclopaedia — 
profusely illustrated. 

1 1 X 8y . 222 pagas. Over 550 illustra- 

tions. £5.25 (25p p & p). 

December 1971 


Russian Tanks 

. 1900-1970 



RUSSIAN TANKS 1903-1970: The 
Complete Illustrated History of Soviet 
Armoured Theory and Design, by 
John Milsom. This superb encyclo- 
paedic book presents the complete story 
of the development and tactical evolution 
of the Soviet armoured forces. 

Here — vehicle by vehicle — are full tech- 
nical details plus illustrations of all models. 

Comprehensive data tables provide a 
distillation of technical information about 
every tank taken into service by the Soviet 
army, while more than 350 photographs 
present a unique pictorial coverage of 
Russian armoured fighting vehicles. 

Large size 11^'" x 8^. 375 illustrations. 
£5.50 (25p p 8 p). 

ARMOURED FORCES, by Richard M. 
Ogorkiewicz. This work is recognized 
as the standard study of the development 
of armoured forces. "The best account of 
tank development yet written. It is likely 
to be regarded as the standard work on 
the development of armoured fighting 
vehicles and we strongly recommend it." 
— The Army Ouarterly, 

8y X 5|'. 488 pages. 16 pages of plates. 
£3.00 (15pp 8 p). 


HOW TO OBTAIN 

All books advertised are from the Arms 
and Armour Press: you can obtain them 
from your usual supplier of books. Book- 
sellers who stock them include W. E. 
Hersant, KenTrotman, B.M.W., Luck, A. A. 
Johnston. G. K. Scott, Argyle Models. 
(They are not stocked by W. H. Smith, but 
may be obtained through them to special 
order). If in difficulty please contact the 


THE CHURCHILL TANK: The story of 
Britain's most famous tank, 1939- 
1945, by Peter Chamberlain and Chris 
Ellis. The history and development of the 
best-known British tank of World War II, 
with more than 120 rare photographs and 
drawings. All modifications of the tank are 
illustrated and described in detail, in- 
cluding all the marks, re-work models, the 
bridgelayers, mine-clearing adaptations, 
flame throwers, mat- laying types, re- 
covery vehicles, many other conversions 
and the Black Prince. 

8^x5^. 112 pages. 131 illustrations 
£2 net. (15p p 8 p). 


TANKS OF WORLD WAR I: BRITISH 
AND GERMAN by Peter Chamberlain 
and Chris Ellis. A comprehensive but a 
concise account of the origin and develop- 
ment of World War I tanks and includes 
the early stillborn projects of before 1914 
and those new tanks still in production at 
the time of the Armistice. 

There are more than 60 pictures and 
drawings, many rare and hitherto unpub- 
lished. 

8y X 51". 80 pages. Over 60 photographs. 
£1.25. 



A new and fully illustrated encyclopaedia. 
11\" X 8}". Over 250 photographs, etc. 
160 pages. £4.95 (25p p 8 p). 


publishers directly (with cheque plus 
extra sums indicated to cover post and 
packing); 

ARMS AND ARMOUR PRESS 
2-6a Hampstead High Street 
London, N.W.3. 

All mail orders receive a free illustrated 
catalogue. Visitors are welcome during 
office hours, or Saturday mornings 
(Dec. 4th, 11th. 18th only). 
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PLASTIC KITS? 

OF COURSE! ! 

As well we have kits of wood for 

AIRCRAFT, BOATS 

ENGINES, ACCESSORIES 
Model RAILWAYS and CARS 
Also SPORTS and GAMES 

PRIORS 

SUPER HOBBY CENTRE 

103-105 HIGH STREET, CROYDON 
Telephone: 688-9668 

Next to High Street Flyover 


PROTAR GRAND PRIX MOTORCYCLE 



DKW 350 cc 3 CYLINDER 


Kits available at present: 

RIDER FIGURES 

(Solo Models Only) £1.75 

MOTO GILERA SdO 4 cyl £3.25 

MOTO GUZZI V8 cyl £3.50 

MOTO MONDIAL 250 cc 
tingle cyl £3.00 

MOTO M.V. 4 cyl 500 £3.70 

MOTO YAMAHA 250 cc 

twin cyl £3.70 

MOTO NORTON MANX 
500 cc £3.50 

MOTO HONDA 250 cc 6 cyl £3.70 

MOTO SUZUKI 125 cc 

twin cyl £3.70 

MOTO HONDA 350 cc 6 cyl £3.70 

MOTO YAMAHA 250 cc 4 cyl £3.90 


MOTOBENELLI350cc4cyl £3.50 

MOTO B.M.W. 500 cc 

Sidecar Rennetporc £4.20 

MOTO M.V. 3 cyl 500 cc £3.90 

P.G.S. Farm Tractor £3.25 

MOTO GREEVES 360 cc 
Moto Cross £3.50 

MOTO NORTON 500 cc MANX 
(Dolphin Streamlining) £3.50 

MOTO GILERA 500 cc 4 cyl 
(Dolphin Streamlining) £3.50 

MOTO B.M.W. 500 cc 
twin cyl Solo £3.98 

MOTO M.V. 3 cyl 350 cc £3.90 

MOTO D.K. W. 3 cyl 350 cc £4.20 

MOTO GUZZI 4 cyl. (in line) 

500 cc £4.35 


Prices include Postage and Packing (U.K. only) 

52 WELLS PARK ROAD 
SYDENHAM. LONDON 
SE26 


molomodelli ltd 



These kits consist of finely detailed components, moulded in plastics, wool, 
fibre and metal. They are very easy to assemble and paint provided you use 
the CORRECT adhesives and paints. Helmet kits are ideal for the Collector 
who wants to build up a range of soldiers belonging to a particular regiment 
or army. With a little ingenuity the figures can oe animated into almost any 
posture and the kiu are ideal for both the expert and the novice. Each kit 
contains a coloured print as a painting guide. 

PRICE 50p plus U.K. postage and packing 5p per kit. 

HELMET ADHESIVE lOp per tube. 

Pottage and packing overseas (surface mail) lOp per kit. 

Send postal orders, cheques or international money orders to; 
HELMET PRODUCTS BETCHWORTH SURREY ENGLAND 


*1 British Life Guards. 1815 
*2 British *lnniskilling‘ 

Dragoons. 1815 
♦3 The Scots Greys. 1815 
*4 French Line Dragoons 
Trooper, 1815 
•5 French Line Dragoons 
Officers. 1815 
*6 Russian Heavy Cavalry, 

1812-15 

•7 French Carabinier Officer, 

1810-15 

•8 French Carabinier Trooper, 

1810-15 

* Kits marked with an asterisk are now available. 


*9 French General Cuirassiers, 
1810-15 

•10 French Empress Dragoons, 

1806- 15 

1 1 En^ress Dragoons 

Trumpeter. 1806-15 
•12 French Horse Grenadiers. 

1807- 15 

•13 French Cuirassier Officer 
1810-15 

•14 French Cuirassier Troopers, 
1803-15 

15 French Cuirassier 

Trumpeter, 1807-15 


SPECIAL OFFER 

MANUFACTURER’S CLEARANCE STOCK 

We offer a parcel containing the following Motors for £1.00. 
Postage and Packing included In price. Prompt Delivery. 



8 Assorted Gyro and Electric Motors— 3 Types 
Gyro: 2^' Spindle, 1" Flywheel 
4 holes drilled for fixing 
Electric: JAPANESE made 
2' Spindle. 1.5 v 
Electric: Hong Kong made 
2 " Spindle. 1.5 V 
Leads attached with eyelets 
PLUS 

20 items FREE of CHARGE 

8 Black Rubber Tyres (2 sets) K 
1 Rubber Drive Belt 
1 Tube Plastic Cement 
10 other assorted items (all useful) 
TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED 

L.R.B. (Sales) Company, Ref. AM 6 101 
56 Lausanne Road, London SE15 2JB 
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NEW 2,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM— entirely devoted to aviation enthusiasts* equipment, aviation books, kits, 

AIRBAND RADIOS. PILOTS* EQUIPMENT. TELESCOPES. BINOCULARS. SLIDES. COLOUR PHOTOS. WALL CHARTS. WHEN YOU VISIT LAP— CALL IN AT 
VHF (PRICE LIST SENT ON REQUEST). OPEN 0900-I730 WEEKDAYS AND SATURDAYS. 


MAIL ORDER or COUNTER SERVICE 


Ai rband VHF Radios— IO-DAY money back guarantee— VHF supplies guarantee all sett supplied for a period of 12 months 


Meteor 2, MW/VHF 108-136 M/cs 

£9.00-|-50p p. a p. 
Airband Ten pocket-sized. VHF/MW 1 10-142 M/cs, 
9 Transistor, Jap made, excellent quality 

£10.00 + 35p p. 4 p. 
Airband 747B, VHF/MW 108-136 M/cs Mains/ 
Battery £10.00 -F50p p. 4 p. 

Mirage 3. MW/FM/VHF 88-136 M/cs 

£l3.S0-|-50p p. 4 p. 
Flight 4, MW/FM/VHF/PSB 88-174 M/cs 

£l6.00 + 50p p. 4 p. 
International 4 Band MW/MB/FM/VHF 88-145 
M/cs Maint/Battery £20.00 4- 50p p. 4 p. 


Sandpiper 2, VHF/LW/MW £l9.00-i-SOp p. 4 p. 
Constellation. MW/LW/FM/VHF 88-140 M/ct 
Maint/Battery Our price £29.50 4- SOp p. 4 p. 
Airband 1049. M W/LW/SW/FM/VHF/PSB 88-174 
M/cs Maint/Battery £34.00 f7te p. 4 p. 

' 88-174 " 


Viscount. MW/SW/FM/VHF/PSB 88-1 


M/cs 


Mains/Battery £33.00 + 50p p. 4 p. 

Aiwa 158 6 Band. MW/SW/MB/FM/VHF/PSB 
Mains/Battery £35.00 -f50p p. 4 p. 

Koyo 1661 8 Band, SWI-Z/LW/MW/MB/FM/VHF/ 
PSB Maint/Battery £42.50 + 75p p. 4 p. 

1, SWI-2/LW/MW/MB/FM/VHF/ 


Park Air lOSS £54.00 ->-75p p. 4 p. 

The only professional VHF monitor 118/136 M'es 
with headset, tape and external aerial sockets and 
squelch control. 

Stereo Headset (state for which set) 

£3.38 -f lOp p. 4 p. 


Koyo 1663 8 Band. 
PSB Mains/Battery 


MANY SECOND HAND AIRBAND VHF 
SETS IN STOCK— WHY NOT TRADE IN 
YOUR AIRBAND RECEIVER FOR THE 
LATEST MODEL? 


£50.00 t 75p p. 4 p. I PILOTS’ WATCHES— FREE LISTON REQUEST. 


AVIATION BOOKS bv Mb! I Order or our new enlarged showrooms at Noble corner. Great west Road, Hounslow. Middx., 
nr 1 1 IT i. 1. ^ i. "ext to the Matter Robert Motcl and Opposite Ace of Spades Garage. Please add I Op irt the £ I 

FjirL^,*. h^wioVh^dr;*^^^^ *"<* *'><>•'" »" 


1970 U.K. Flight Guide (U.K. Airport Plant, 

Radio Frequencies) was £1.50 SOp 

The Birth of the Luftwaffe £3.00 

1971 U.S.A. Civil Register £10.50 

The World*t Fighters £1.40 

Putnam Hawker Aircraft 2nd Edition £4.20 

Putnam Gloster Aircraft £5.50 

Putnam Polish Aircraft 1893-1939 £7.50 

Aircraft of the RAAF 1921-71 £3.25 

The Challenge of BEA £2.25 

Boeing 747 Superjet £3.60 

Bomber Squadrons of the RAF £6.00 

Fighter Squadrons of the RAF £6.00 

The Mighty 8th Air Force £3.75 

German Secret Weapons 43p 

Aircraft Carriers £8.40 

Waralanes of the Third Reich £10.00 

let Ezines, Aircraft Nav. Aids each 43p 

Me 109, Zero, Spitfire. Carriers each 43p 

Boeing B29, Midway each SOp 

Early Aviation at Farnborough £6.50 

609 Squadron History £3.25 

Italian Civil and Miliury Aircraft £343 

U.S. Bombers BI.B70 £3.83 

Camouflage 4 Markings. Bound Vol. I £4.50 

1971 Racing Planes Annual £1.00 

Plastic Scale Models £1.00 

Air Britain Douglas Commercial Story— 

DCI/DC2 and DC-3 up to 6355 90p 

The World*s Airliners £1.40 

2nd Tactical Air Force £4.00 

Battle Over Britain £4.20 

The Mosquito (Paper back) £2.60 

Catafighters £2.60 

The Mosquito (Hard cover) £6.00 


1971 French Register 50p 

Airfix Magazine Annual £1.25 

Bound Profile No. 9. 10 each £6.00 

Biz leu International Mp 

DC6/DC7 Production List 1971 SOp 

British Gliders 4 Sailplanes 1922-70 £3.25 

Aircam S5 Czechoslovakia Airforce £1.05 

Aircam No. 22 B25C/H Mitchell £1.05 

Aircam No. 26 Hawker Hunter £1.05 

Aircraft Annual 1972 £1.00 

L.A.A.S. C-46 Part I and 2 each ^p 

Airlines. Airliners No. 2 Skyvan SOp 

Airlines, Airliners No. 3 Herald SOp 

Airlines. Airliners No. 4 Boeing 747 SOp 

Tiger Moth Story 2nd Edn. £2.25 

Canadian Military Aircraft Serials and 

Photographs £9.45 

Canadian Civil Register £3.(W 

The 9th Air Force in WW2 £4.50 

DC-3. Plane that changed the world £2.25 

Military Aircraft of the World 1971 £1.50 

Civil Aircraft of the World £1.05 

Handley Page Aircraft Album £1.50 

Messerschmitt Aircraft Album £2.25 

( unkers Aircraft Album £1.00 

J.S. Civil Aircraft, Vols. I to 5 each £4.50 

Ruuian Aircraft £3.83 

Airlines. Airliners No. I (Special offer SOp) 

Stuka at War £2.70 

i anes All the World’s Aircraft 1972 £12.50 

liz-Jet 1972 C/N etc. 30p 

Veteran and Vintage (3rd edition) £2.50 

Sopwith— The Man and his Aircraft £4.00 

British Military Aircraft Serials 1911-71 £2.75 

JP Airline Fleets of the World 1971 £1.00 


British Naval Aircraft since 1912 2nd Edn. £5.25 
Augsburg Eagle Me 109 £3.50 

Harleyford Russian Civil and Miliury 
Aircraft 1884-1969 £5.25 

Lancaster at War £3.00 

^mous Fighter Squadrons of the RAF Vol. I £2.50 
Civil Airliner Recognition 2Sp 

Debden Eagles £3.15 

Australia/N.Z. 1971 Register SOp 

World Airline Registrations SOp 

French Fighters of WWII £2.00 

Fighters over the Desert £3.75 

Classic Aircraft No. I Spitfire £1.50 

Pictorial History of BOAC £3.00 

Pictorial History of the RAF Vol. I £2.75 

Pictorial History of the RAF Vol. 2 £2.75 

Pictorial History of the RAF Vol. 3 £2.75 

Pictorial History of the Luftwaffe Vol. I £1.90 

Pictorial History of USAAF £2.85 

Air War in Vietnam £1.38 

Douglas Skyraider £2.25 

Tin Goose (The Ford Tri-Motor) £|.75 

Flos Thunderchief £1.88 

Japanese Army and Air Force Markings 
WVV2 ‘ £1.63 

Aircani 24 Hawker Hurricane 1-4 £1.23 

Air Briuin DC6/DC7 Production Lisu 75p 

Colour Wall Charts— 17* x 23*’. each 
40p • lOp p. 4 p. 4 charts 
Hurricane. Spitfire. Mel09, HE 1 1 1 
Also I7*x23*, Red Arrows at OOp + lOp p. 4 p. 
Pilot’s Notes— Air Ministry WW2 Facsimiles 
- . _ each 75p 

Spitfire, Hurricane. Mosquito, Wellington. Lan- 
caster, Typhoon. 


AVI ATIO N KITS— 


1/144 Lockheed Tri-Sur (Air Canada) 
1/144 Boeing 747 (BOAC) 

1 172 Lockheed C 1 30 (RAF decals) 
l/lOO Caravelle (Air France) 

1 1 100 Concorde (Air France) 

1/125 Boeing 707 (Air France) 

1/125 Douglas DC-8 (UTA) 

1/41 Auster Autocar 

1/32 Cessna 172 (with electric motor) 

1/43 Jodel Ambassadeur 

l/lOO Boeing 737-200 (All Nippon) 

1/144 Boeing 747 (Japan Airlines) 

1/144 Boeing 727 (Lufthanu) 

1/156 Boeing 747 (United) 
l/lOO DC-8-62 (Japan Airlines) 
l/lOO Concorde (Japan Airlines) 

1/288 Boeing 747 (PAA) 


85p 

£1.20 

£1.20 

92p 

£2.20 

£1.60 

£1.60 

35p 

£1.25 

£1.25 

£1.55 

£2.20 

55p 

£1.00 

£3.30 

£3.30 

70p 


1/24 Spitfire Mk I and Me 109 each £1.95 

1/144 Douglas DC-8-61 (United Airlines) 77p 

1/120 Douglas DC-9 (SAS) 50p 

Also ume DC-9 kiu with these additional transfers 
at a price of 5^ each, Iberia, KLM, Bonanza, Ozark, 
Southern, Air Canada, Delu, Alitalia. Alleghenny. or 
transfers only each 8p 

Aeronaves de Mexico transfers for DC-9 I4p 

Swisuir Transfers for DC-9 8p 

Swisuir Transfers for DC-8-61 I4p 

I / 100 Convair 440 (Lufthanu) £1.10 

1/ 100 Viscount 800 (Lufthanu) £1.00 

1/92 Avro Vulcan £1.49 

1/72 He 162. Me 163. He 100 each 30p 

1/72 Arado 234B. Do 335, HS 129 each 44p 

1/72 Shinmiciwa PS I Flying Boat £3.60 

\TT2 P-6E Hawk. Boeing F4B-4 each 45p 

1/72 Fll I C-2 Goshawk 45p 


1/77 Cl 19 Flying Boxcar £1.00 

1/166 Britannia (loAC) 3^ 

1/72 Douglas DC-9 (Eastern) (TWA) £1 00 

1/193 Douglas DC-8 (United Airlines) £1.00 

1/103 Boeing 707 (PAA) (American A/L) £1.00 

1/96 Boeing 727 (TWA) (Eastern) £1.00 

1/^ Boeing 727 American Airlines (United) £1.00 


1/144 Douglas DC- 10 (American Airlines) 
1/156 Boeing 747 (KLM) (PAA) 
l/lOO Boeing 727-200 (All-Nippon) 

1/72 YS-II (Piedmont) with full interior 
1/240 Boeing 747 (Northwest Orient) 
j/144 Super VC 10 (BOAC) with lighu 
1/210 Boeing 707 (BOAC) 

New Mexicans Transfers for 1/144 727 
1/48 Avenger. IBF Coruir F4U-4 
1/48 Typhoon. P39. P-47. Ju 87G 
1/48 Mosquito ll/IV/VI, P38 Lightning 
(Full Kit lists sent free on request) 


£1.00 
£1.20 
£1.88 
£2.99 
£1.65 
£1.05 
35p 
I4p 
each 90p 
each 90p 
each £1.35 


FO R M F n k ITQ— experienced modellers only. Supplied in sheet form ready for cutting out and glueing with liquid poly. 
rCIKn CLI IVl I "o wheels, props or d^als supplied. Basic components only which roly on the modeller’s own skill 

ana spares box for making into a finished model of an aircraft type which it not otherwise available. 

1/144 Lockheed I049G 75p 

1/144 Stratocruiur 75© 

1/72 Gulfstream 2. TSR2 each 65p 


skill 


1/72 BN Islander, NA Sabre Liner 
1/72 HFB 320 Hanu Jet, Fanjei Falcon 
1/72 Jetstar. Skyvan, Dove 


each 45p 
each SSp 
each 55p 


COLOUR 
SLIDES lOp 
COLOUR 
PRINTS I4p 
(Free List 
on request) 


VHF 


SUPPLIES 


1/72 Lockheed I04G Super Constellation £1.60 
TELESCOPES (add I5p p. 8 p.) 

25 X 30 Black finish (folds to 53*) supplied 

with carrying cau £2,77 

30 X 30 Black finish with cate £4.98 

25-40 X 40 Hilkinsont Pancratic £9.50 

30 X 30 White plastic finish £1.50 


1/72 HS748 
1/144 Douglas DC.6 
1/144 Ilyushin ILI8 
1/72 Fouga Magister 

BINOCULARS 


£1.00 

75p 

75p 

<5p 


10x50 (complete with case) £l0.00 4-30p p. 8 p. 
16x50 (complete with cue) £14.70 -l-30p p. 8 p. 


NOBLE CORNER, GREAT WEST ROAD, HOUNSLOW. MIDDX Tel: 01-572-0225 
(SITUATED ON THE MAIN A4 NEXT TO THE MASTER ROBERT MOTEL— ON FINAL APPROACH TO 
RUNWAY 28 RIGHT AT LONDON AIRPORT) 


December 1971 
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WAFFEN-SS 

— ITS DIVISIONAL INSIGNIA 



the only complete, fully illustrated book on the Waffen-SS 


130 full size pages, 

Text in English and German 

Shows 229 separate items of insignia, plus 214 large photos of badges, uniforms, cuffbands, 
armshields, etc., being worn. Pius full colour cover in authentic SS camouflage pattern. 

Deals fully with 54 different units— from the 1st SS Pz Div. to 36th Waffen-Grenadier-Div., 
10 Volunteer Legions, SS Parachutists, Field Police, War Correspondents, Officer and 
NCO Schools, Music School, Male and Female Helpers, Pz Brigades, special medals and 
awards, cuffband variations, etc. 


Price £4.50 and 20p postage and packing, direct from 

KEY PUBLICATIONS 
34 HIGH STREET, SEVENOAKS, KENT 


and leading mail order book dealers, or ask at your local model shop. 
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(ih ELTHM MODELS 

* WORLD-WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


AIRCRAFT KITS 
MONOGRAM 


Dauntless 

1/48 

87p 

F4V-4 Corsair 

1/48 

87p 

P-5IB Mustang 

1/72 

45p 

AH-IG Huey-Cobra 



Helicopter team of 



two kiu 

1/72 

87p 

D. Al-E Skyraider 

1/72 

58p 

G HU-I6B Albatross 

1/72 

87p 

Focke-Wulf I90A 

1/48 

58p 

S. Spitfire Mk. IX 

1/48 

58p 

Hurricane ll/IV 

1/48 

58p 

G. Avenger 

1/48 

87p 

Junkers Ju-87B 

1/48 

87p 

H. Typhoon 1-8 

1/48 

87p 

P-5 IB Mustang 

1/48 

58p 

F-6F Hellcat 

1/48 

87p 

C.SB2C-5 Helldiver 

1/48 

87p 

Mosquito ll/IV/VI 

1/48 

£1.35 

P-38i/L Lightning 

1/48 

£1.35 

P-5 ID Musung 

1/32 

£1.35 

HASEGAWA 



Curtiss BF2C-I 

1/32 

£2.00 

Boeing P-I2E 

1/32 

£2.00 

Full range of: 



Revell. Airfix. Frog, 

Hasegawa, 

Tamiya 



TANK KITS 



RIKO Tanks 



Tamiya PZKW II 

1/35 

99p 

British 6 pdr. Anti-tank 



Gun 

1/35 

70p 

V.W. Kubelwagen 

1/35 

70p 

V.W. Schwimmwagen 

1/35 

70p 

German Tank Crew 

1/35 

20p 

German Infantry 



Soldiers 

1/35 

24p 

Afrika Korps 

1/35 

24p 

German Officers 

1/35 

24p 

U.S. Army Tank Crew 

1/35 

24p 

British Infantry Soldiers 1/35 

24p 

Saladin 

1/35 

99p 

Centurion 

1/35 

£2.50 

Chieftain 

1/35 

£2.25 

Leopard 

1/35 

£2.25 

Tiger 1 

1/35 

£2.25 

M42 Ouster 

1/35 

£1.60 

Armour Accessories 

1/35 

35p 

AIRFIX 



1/32 Military Series 


35p 

•Paratroopers 



German Infantry 



American Infantry 



Russian Infantry 



British Commandos 



Japanese Infantry 



8th Army \nEW 



Afrika Korps 



Abbott Self-propelled Gun 

62] p 

Bedford RL Lorry 


sip 

105 mm. Light Field Gun 

32]p 

Strongpoint 


sip 


MINITANKS 

We still have full range see last 
month's advertisement. 

Mini Tanks Manual oach 

Miniunks Catalogue 2ip x S.A.E. 

Full rang* of Bellona Battle* 
grounds always in stock 

LASSET 54 mm FIGURES 
ARMY 

LM I SS Officer in field service dress 
LM2 SS Infantry in field service 
dress 

LM3 Panzer Grenadier wearing 
steel helmet 

LM4 SS Officer wearing leather 
overcoat and peak cap 
LM5 Infantry in winter dress wear- 
ing jacket with hood 
LM6 Panzer crew wearing ski cap 
LM7 Cossack in German Army 
service 

LM8 Afrika Corps Officer 
LM9 Afrika Korps other ranks 
LM 10 SS Officer parade dress 
LM 1 1 SS Infantry parade dress 
LMll SS Standard Bearer 
LM 1 3 Infantry wearing greatcoat 
LMI4 Brown Shirt 

£1.06 each 

DECALS BY: 

YEOMAN. ALMARK. DRI-OEC 

CATALOGUES 

Airfix ISp"] 

Historex 35p I 5p 

Revell I2p [post and packing 

Aurora l2pJ 


ARMTEC ACCESSORIES 

I9p per set 

Scale 1 176 (4 mm to I ft.) 
Super-detailed Equipment 
Set I I -me 42, I -mg 34. 2 bipods. 
2-AA mts. 4-ammo drums. 

I -mg shield. 

Set 2 Set of 10 lerry Cans 
Set 3 Set of American AFV Tools 
Set 4 ^et of German Pioneer Tools 
Set 5 German Breakdown Equip- 
ment 

Set 6 German Spare Tank Tracks 
Set 7 Tow Chain 


UTEST ARRIVALS 


Tamiya Vosper Patrol 

Boat £3.99 

Tamiya 1/12 Ferrar 3I2B 

F.l. £3.99 

Airfix Annual £1.25 

Airfix Me I09E 1/24 scale £1.99 
Airfix 44 Litre S/charged 
Bentley 1/12 scale £4.50 
These kits art all in stock. Order 
yours now, don't bo disappointed 
Tamiya German Officers 24p 
Tamiya PZKW II 99p 


SURERQUICK BUILDINGS 
(OO GAUGE) 

Four Cottages, Town Bank, Police 
Station, Farmhouse, Hay Loft and 
Barn, Elizabethan Cottages, 
Country Church 31 4p 

"Swan" Inn, Two Shops 3Sp 

PUBLICATIONS 

PROFILES — AIRCRAFT 
1-204 20p 20S-2l5 30p 216-224 35p 
Newt 

No. 216 P.E.2 

No. 218 Blenheim IV Variants 

No. 219 Heinkel HE-219 UHU 

No. 220 RAF Dakotas 

No. 221 Merlin engined Spitfires 

No. 222 Bucker lungman 

No. 223 Hercules 

No. 224 Walrus 

Armour 1-24 I5p AFV 1-17 25p 
1^22 35p Locos. 1-7 40p 
Warships 1-3 SOp 


BLANDFORD Publications 

Infantry Uniforms including 
Artillery and other Supporting 
Corps of Britain and Common- 
wealth 1 742-1855 £130 each 

Infantry Uniforms Book II. 1855- 
1939 £130 each 

Miliury Uniforms of the World 
Illustrate 512 Uniforms. From 
1 506 to present day. £1.50 each 
Cavalry Uniforms of Britain and 
Commonwealth plus other 
Mounted Troops £1.50 each 


AIRCAMS Nawl £1.05 

19. F6F3/5 Hellcat 

20. Sabre I/VI and Mk 30/32 
S.6. Luftwaffe 4S.6 

No. 7. Vol. I Aerobatic Team; 

1950-1970 
S.8. Luftwaffe 4S.6 

21. Kawasaki Ki6l/Kil00 
dIus rest of range 

Practical Wargaming by Chas. Grant 
£1.05 

How to go Collecting Model Soldiers 
by Henry Harris £1.75 


ALMARK 

British Infantry Regiments 
1660-1914 87lp 

Waffen SS £1.75 

lapanese Army Uniforms and 
Equipment 87 ip 

Indian Cavalry Regiments £1.25 
French Napoleonic Army £1.00 
American Civil War Infantry 87ip 
German Artillery 1914-1918 87ip 
German Infantry 1914-1918 £1.00 

German Combat Uniforms 

1939-1945 87)p 

Scottish Regiments and 

Uniforms 1660-1914 £1.00 

Regiment at Waterloo £1.25 

Wehrmacht Divisional Signs 

1939-1945 £1.25 

British Military Markings 

1939-1945 £1.25 

British Infantry Colours £1.00 
Soviet Combat Tanks 

1939-1945 £1.00 

Sherman Tank 1941-1945 62ip 
Afrika Korps 50p 

Panzerjager 50p 

Battle Class Destroyers £1.25 
*Ships of the Royal Navy £1.25 
Royal Navy Warships 

1939-1945 £1.50 

*Plastic Scale Model Aircraft £1.00 
•New Titles 

Kookaburra (Latest Title) 

Markings of the Aces (Vol I) SOp 


Full Kango of Books by Purnells— 
WWII, Ducimus and Ducimus 
Classics, Blandford, Almarks, 
Bellona, MAP, P.S.L., Macdonald, 
Kookaburra, Kark Ries, Caler, 
Ward Lock, Imrie, Risley, Aero. 

OUR STOCKS ARE VAST— see for 
yourself! 


SCRATCHBUILDING 
MATERIALS AND PAINT 

WHITE PLASTIKAPD I3'x9' 

10 thou. 5p. 15 7p. 20 7ip. 30 I Ip 
40l4p.60 2lp. 

Clear 10 thou. 9 d. 20 lip* 
Plastikard Handbook ISp 
Mek Pak I24p and 25p. Plastic 
Rod Mixed /5p. Micro Strip 25p. 
Body Putty I8p. Metal Skin, 

Gloss or Matt 25p each 

EMBOSSED PLASTIKARD 

In Bricks. Random Stone. Stone 
Courses. Slates. Suitable for 4 mm, 
7 mm or even T.T 
O-xQ* I21p. 

Corrugated Copper Foil 2*xl2* 

74p each 

Planked Card 4 x 20 Ins. 2 mm, 4 mm, 
or 6 mm. pitch. Sp per sheet. 

NEEDLE FILES 

Square, Round, Half-round, Triangle, 
Pl*t 17)0 each 

SILICON CARBIDE PAPER 
150, 240, 320 Grade 5p sheet 

Flock Powder: Green, Yellow, 
Brown I5p pkt. 

Litchen: Green, Red, Lt. Green, 

Grey 2Sp pkt. 

Mod-Roc. Landscaping Material 

60p post paid 
Ferns (for making trees) 

Green, Red, Lt. Green, Orange 

ISp pkt. 

PAINTS 

HUMBROL Authentic Colour 
Sets 60p each lOp per tin 

1 R.A.F. European 

2 Luftwaffe 

3 U.S.A.F. 

4 Fleet Air Arm 

5 R.A.F. Overseas 

6 French Air Force 

7 Italian Air Force 

8 Japanese Air Force 

9 U.S.A.F. V.etnam 

10 Military Vehicles 

1 1 Naval Vessels 

12 World War I Aircraft 

13 Nato Aircraft 

14 Russian Aircraft 

15 Sailing Ships 
Military Colours 

1 Combat Uniforms 

2 Ceremonial Uniforms 

3 Military Equipment 

Flattening Agent I24 p 

Thinners ^ and lip. Brush Cleaner 
I24p. Universal Cleaner I8p. 

Spray Gun and Propellant £1.40 

TOOLS 

Craft Knife and 2 Blades I So 

Spare Blades No. 1 , 2, 3 l^p ea. 
Super Sable Brushes 
No I 224 p No 2 25p No 3 32ip 
Modellers Tweezers lOp 

Set of 3 G Clamps 40o 

EX ACTO Micro Saw A blade 30p 
Razor Saw A 2 Blades 90p 

Cullaphane 51" 1 1 4" x 10 thou I7p 
C"x6''x lOthou 7)p 
(2 each red. green, amber, yellow, 
blue) 37) p 

MODEL FIGURES 

HISTOREX - LASSET - MINOT 
GARRISON • SANDERSON 


POSTAGE and PACKING 
(U.K.) 


Up to £1.00 
Over £1.00 


lOp 

10% 


OVERSEAS POSTAGE RATES 

Airmail. Australia Min. 60p for 4 lb. 

Plus 60p for each add. 4 lb. 

NEW ZEALAND same as AUSTRALIA. 

South Africa. Canada and U.S.A. Min. S.S8for 4 lb plus $.8< 
for each add. 4 lb. 


OVERSEAS SURFACE RATES 
Australia Min. S0.54 for 3 lb plus S0.54 lor each add. 3 lb or 
part of. 

New Zealand Min. $2.15 for 2 lb over and up to 71b $3.0. 
South Africa Min. $0.30 for I lb plus $0.30 for each add. I lb 
or part of. 

U.S.A. and Canada Min. $2.86 for 3 lb Over and up to 71b 
$4.50. 


54 WELL HALL ROAD, ELTHAM, LONDON, S.E.9 Tel: 01-850 4324 

Hours of Business : Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Mon. -Sat. except Thursday (Closed all day) 
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JOY 


TOP FLIGHT MODELLERS . . . 

USE TOP FLIGHT FIHISHES 


lOY’ LUMINOUS PAINT 


(Green shade 
only). 

See in the 
dark outfits, 
containing Base 
Reflecting Coat 
and Luminous 
Top Coat. 



‘lOY’ New Formula RUSTIC ENAMa 


The 18 beautiful contemporary colours, 
including black and white, can be intermixed 
to provide a wide range of colours, 
Joy Plastic Enamel has a good flow, 
and is resistant to heat and most fuels. 

It gives glass>hard abrasion 
and wear resisting surface. 

All colours are lead free 
and are safe to use on children’s toys. etc. 


‘lOY-PUNE’ BALSA CEMENT 




lOY-PUNE' POLYSTYRENE CEMENT 



New and 
improved quality. 
Very quick and 
hard setting. 

Penetrates 
deeply and is 
heat resisting 
and fuel proof. 


In tubes. 



Non-stringing, 
quick-drying 
and colourless. 
The perfect 
adhesive for 
giving a weld 
joint to most 
polystyrene 
surfaces. 

In tubes. 


OTHER PRODUCTS MADE RY MODELLERS FOR MODELLERS 


•JOY-PLANE’ CELLULOSE DOPES. 
•JOY-PLANE’ CLEAR DOPES. 

PLASTIC WOOD. 

BANANA OIL. No. 1. Thick. No. 2. Thin. 
TISSUE PASTE. Tubes. 



is the registered trade mark of 


TURNBRID6ES LIMITED. LONDON. S.W.17 

manufacturers of quality products tor 

STICKING, STAINING. POLISHING. PAINTING 
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AIRFIX 

magazine 

FOR PLASTIC MODELLERS 


Volume 13 No 4 


Cover Picture 

Our cover picture this month depicts 
one of the new Swedish designed 
and built Volvo snow vehicles now 
In service with the British Army. 
Designated the BV 202E Volvo snow 
vehicle, it is capable of carrying 
one Infantry section complete with 
small arms, ammunition and rations, 
or one ton of equipment. 

With a road speed of 24 mph it can 
tackle deep loose snow, marshland 
and various other types of difficult 
terrain. Track pressure is only 
12.1 lb per square inch, little more 
than a man on skis. This, plus a 
rugged exterior makes it one of the 
most versatile vehicles in the Army 
today. The vehicle illustrated was in 
service with an infantry battalion of 
BAOR on exercises In Germany 
last winter. 
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MEMBER OF THE AUDIT 
SUREAU OF OaCUlATIONS 



Above: ‘Ancient Mariner now taking up a new career over the 
Early H'arning role for the RAF. Superseded in maritime patrol 

several more 



A t a ceremony held at RAF Odiham on September 29, No 33 
Squadron became the first RAF Squadron to form using 
the Westland Aerospatial SA-330 Puma helicopter and the first 
British operational unit to enter service with an Anglo/ French 
designed and built aircraft. 

Although the S<.|uadron has had Pumas since June of this year, 
they have spent the summer months assembling their full com- 
plement of aircraft and training the crews to operate them at 
the Operational Conversion Unit which is also at Odiham. 

Eleven of No 33’s Pumas were at the ceremony and all have 
been camouflaged in the new standard for No 38 Group heli- 
copter squadrons in having green and grey upper surfaces and 
black on the undersides. All colours including the national mark- 
ings, which are modified ‘B’ type having only blue and red circles, 
are matt. Code letters and serials are also matt black apart from 
the words ‘Royal Air Force’ on the fuselage sides. The only high- 
light in this rather drab scheme is the squadron badge, which 
has a hart’s head flanked by white and green bars on the star- 
board cockpit door of each helicopter. 

One of the features that stood out on seeing the Puma at close 
quarters was its versatility. This helicopter is designed in most 
respects to replace the Whirlwind in RAF service, but it docs so 
with such great advances in engineering techniques that it can 
hardly be put in the same class. 

I was very impressed with the way that aircraft servicing, 
always a nightmare under difficult conditions away from per- 
manent bases, could be carried out with case. The Puma’s two 
Turbomeca Rolls-Royce Turmo IV turbine engines mounted on 
top of the fuselage, have covers split into four sections that fold 
away to give superb access to the machinery. An air portable 
crane, which can be carried in the Puma itself, can be fixed on 
to the side of the aircraft and the engines, rotor head, blades and 
other parts removed or installed quickly and simply. 

Another advantage from the operational point of view is that 
the Puma’s flight deck is at the same level as the passenger /freight 
compartment. Communication between the Flight Dispatcher, 
troops and captain of the aircraft is now- just a matter of turning 
round and having a few words or looking to see what goes on! 

One other distinct advantage is that the Puma has access doors 
on both sides of the pas.senger compartment. This allows 16 
fully-equipped troops to disembark at twice the speed, at the 
same time providing immediate fire power on both sides of the 
aircraft if the landing should be made in the face of enemy 
opposition. To add to its versatility, the Puma may be used as 
a gun ship with two 7.62 mm GP machine guns mounted exter- 
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sea is the Shackleton which is being converted to the Airborne 
work by the Nimrod, this veteran type now .seems assured of 
years' service. 

nally. It can carry a Land Rover, 105 mm howitzer, or stores, 
as an underslung load and can be adapted to an ambulance role 
carrying six stretchers, still having space for four seats for medical 
orderlies or w alking w ounded. The rear part of the troop /cargo 
compartment is removable so that extra long loads may be carried 
and the whole aircraft can be taken to pieces j:apidly for trans- 
port by Hercules (one Puma) or Belfast (three Pumas). 

Now that Britain has given up many of its overseas bases and 
is concentrating its resources in NATO, I was told that the Puma 
with long-range tanks fitted can easily fly at speeds of over 140 
knots to any part of the alliance such as Northern Norway or 
Southern Italy in as little as three hops. The first exercises to test 
this capability is being held at the present time when the Squad- 
ron, now fully operational and mobile, has been sent to Italy for 
a NATO exercise. No 33 Squadron has been equipped with 12 
Puma HC Mk Is. These are all in the XW serial range and are 
coded CA to CM. Serials run from XW204 to XW215. 

Apart from the five Pumas now serving with the Operational 
Conversion Unit at Odiham, No 33 Squadron will be one of two 
operational units also stationed there. In the second week of 
(October, XW217, coded DA, arrived to become the first aircraft 
for No 230 Squadron which is now being formed. 

JetStream 200 Finishes Tropical Trials 

A JETSTREAM 200 recently returned to Leavesden airfield 
from Dubai in the Persian Gulf, where in only 13 days and 
69 flying hours (including 40 hours in transit) it completed the 
tropical trials which were interrupted by the demise of Handley 
Page Ltd. 

Captain John Allan, chief of flight test for Jetstream Aircraft 
Ltd, was at the controls. With him were Bill Goddlieb, who is 
responsible for the Jetstream’s flight test, handling and perfor- 
mance, Ray Gould, who leads Jetstream Aircraft Ltd’s products 
support organisation, and Jean Mondet, a Turbomeca engineer. 

Trials at Dubai in temperatures up to 104' F included climbs 
up to 27,000 ft at maximum weight and engine cut take-olI at 
maximum weight. Measurements confirm that the Jetstream com- 
fortably meets its predicted performance with a margin in hand. 

In addition to a short stop at Teheran to measure engine power 
at a hot and high airfield, the Jetstream also gave three demon- 
strations in the Near East to military and civil operators interested 
in the aircraft’s capability in a hot climate. 

Functioning as an 18-passcngcr walk-round mini-airliner, as 
an executive aircraft or as a military transport or trainer, the 
pressurised, wide-bodied Jetstream has a cruising speed of 
285 mph and flies over the weather at 30,()()0 ft. Powered by tw'o 
Turbomeca 16 prop-jet engines, it has a range of 886 miles with 
ten occupants or a ferry range of 1,778 miles. 

The position of the hart's head squadron badge can be seen on 
^^^'215 'M' painted on the starboard crew door. 



Fleet Air Arm Sea Fury to Fly Again 

A HAWKER Sea Fury FBIl is currently being restored to 
flying condition at RNAS Yeovilton. The aircraft, Tl*956, 
was the first Sea Fury FBll produced by Hawker Aircraft in 
1948. 

Starting its Service career on August 20, 1948, in No 802 Naval 
Air Squadron, TF956 was then based at RNAS Eglinton. After 
service at various Naval Air Stations (including Yeovilton) the 
aircraft went to Korea in HMS Warrior, joining No 807 Squad- 
ron in HMS Theseus at the end of 1950. Flak damage necessi- 
tated a starboard wing change in April 1951 just before Theseus 
was relieved on station by HMS Glory. During Theseus' Korean 
patrols No 807 Squadron flew 2,320 operational sorties involving 
some 5,600 hours and TF956 contributed 213 hours to this total. 
During the Korean conflict there were 1 1 incidents involving Sea 
Furies and Mig-15 jet fighters in which one of the enemy was 
shot down. 

After reconditioning at the Naval Air Yard. Fleetlands, and 
later at Anthorn. TF956 joined No 738 Squadron at RNAS 
Culdrose in May 1953, moving to RNAS Lossiemouth in 
November 1953. March 1954 .saw the end of its active service 
with the Fleet Air Arm. and in June 1954 the aircraft joined 
No 1834 (RNVR) Squadron at Yeovilton until November when 
it went to the Naval Air Yard at Donibristle. 

After storage, this unique Sea Fury was allotted to Airwork 
Ltd at Hum in April 1960 for Fleet requirement duties. In 1962 
it was bought back by Hawker Aircraft Ltd with the idea of 
re-selling it abroad. However, due to the excellent condition and 
bearing in mind that TF956 was the first FBll Hawker had built, 
the company decided to renovate the aircraft with the idea of 
its joining the collection of historic aircraft preserved at 
Dunsfold. By 1968 the pressure of work caused by Harrier pro- 
duction precluded further renovation and finally in 1970 it was 
decided that TF956 should be scrapped. The aircraft was offered 
to the Fleet Air Arm Museum on the understanding that the 
rebuilding work would be continued and in July 1971 TF956 
returned to Yeovilton. 

Hawker Siddeley Aviation has supplied the necessary com- 
ponents, in the majority of cases, to enable the renovation to 
continue. In addition, a considerable number of spares including 
many components impossible to obtain today have been supplied. 
Rolls-Royce, Bristol Engine Division, had inspected and passed 
a Bristol Centaurus engine which powers the Sea Fury, while 
Dowty Rotol. Cheltenham, are overhauling the propeller and 
Dunlops are supplying sufficient tyres to keep TF956 airborne. 
Meanwhile, at Yeovilton, a team led by AAI Gourlay, who first 
worked on TF956 when it was with No 18.34 Squadron, arc 
completing the rebuilding work and all is going well for the first 
flight which is scheduled in January 1972. 

It is intended that the Sea Fury will join the famous Swordfish 

Below: Blackburn Beverley. XB2b\, formerly flying with the 
Aircraft <6 Armament Experimental Establishment. Boscombe 
Down, has been bought for £3.000 bv the Southend Airnor* 
Museum for preservation. Bottom: Destined for the RAF 
Museum, this Hawker Typhoon \b is the only one left from the 
.several thousands built (R. W. Cranham photos). 




Top: This Super Guppy — a modified Stratocruiser with turbo- 
prop engines and an enormous fuselage extension — will be used 
by Airbus Industrie, the European consortium which is building 
the Airbus /1. 300^ for the transport of Airbus and Concorde 
sections to and from the assembly lines. Above: Hawker Sea 
Fury FB \ 1, TF95b, is now being prepared for fiying service again. 

belonging to the Fleet Air Arm at air displays throughout the 
summer season. It will appear in the colours worn when the air- 
craft was serving in Korea on board HMS Theseus. 

New Lease of Life for the Shackleton 

W ITH the introduction into RAF service of the Nimrod 
submarine hunter /killer aircraft, the days of the Shackleton 
in the maritime reconnaissance field arc numbered. But just 21 
years after the RAF took delivery of its first Shackleton, this 
versatile and rugged aircraft is now being given a new lease of 
life in the airborne early warning role. 

In January 1972, No 8 Squadron forms at RAF Kinloss with 
the airborne early warning (AEW) version of the Shackleton. A 
modified Mk 2, this aircraft is readily distinguishable by a 
bulbous radomc beneath the nose. Its ta.sk will be to provide 
early warning support for maritime surface forces and to improve 
the low level radar cover around the UK. 

No 8 Squadron will eventually move to Lossiemouth where 
RAF AEW operators are currently being trained by the Fleet 
Air Arm. In fact, half of No 8 Squadron's AEW operators will 
be ex-FAA aircrew, who have had plenty of experience of this 
type of work on the Gannct AEW Mk 3. All the Shackletons 
converted to the AEW role will be completely refurbi.shcd by 
Hawker Siddeley ’s factory at Woodford. 


The first civil registered Harrier. G-VTOL, in its brilliant red, 
white and blue colour .scheme. This aircraft was damaged in a 
landing accident at Dunsfold early in October. 






illeticbal Cattle 



Expanding the Airfix 
Sherwood Castle set, 
by Terence Wise 


‘ A N Englishman*s home is his castle’, 
l \ the old saying goes, and for several 
weeks in my home that’s exactly whai it 
seemed like as I set about building my 
own castle — with the aid of the Airfix 
Sherwood Castle sets! But before launch- 
ing into a blow by blow' account of tlie 
conversion, it is best to brush up on a 
few of the basic facts about castles which 
influenced my design. 

The castle came to this country with 
the Normans and was at first merely a 
wooden stronghold built on a mound, or 
motte, and surrounded by a ditch and 
palisade which also encompassed a 
lower area known as the bailey. From 
the 12th to 13th centuries there was a 
gradual changeover to stone, and it was 
during this period that the castle rose to 
the height of its importance in England 
and Wales. Many of these castles were 
simply improvements to the original 
timber structures, but there were also 
many new castles built and 1 have chosen 
a new castle of this era for my conver- 
sion, mainly because of the dictates of 
the kit parts. 

As you can see from Fig A, the struc- 
ture as imagined was built to incorporate 
a stream and a rock outcrop. The stream 
was u.sed as a moat in front of the inner 
wall, and also diverted to form a moat 
completely surrounding the outer walls 
of the castle: in the true tradition of the 
period the castle is designed to present 




to an attacker one fortified position after 
another. The main parts of the castle arc 
marked: 1. main gateway; 2. flanking 
towers ; 3. inner gateway ; 4. inner wall ; 
5. inner wall tower ; 6. curtain wall flank- 
ing towers; 7. keep and motte. 

The new castles, built in the late 12th 
and early 13th centuries, did not usually 
have a motte, for a newly-dug mound 
would have been a very insecure founda- 
tion for the massive keeps of the day. 
So my castle is built on a level surface, 
with just the keep on a ‘rock’ outcrop, 
which would have been incorporated to 
give protection against mining operations 
and to raise the entrance of the keep 
above ground level. Other parts of the 
ca.stle can be raised as you wish, with the 
aid of wire netting or wooden ’formers’ 
and Mod Roc or a similar product, in 
order to make the best use of the draw- 
bridges. 

The keep was the strongest part of the 
castle of this period, being designed as a 
self-contained unit capable of a separate 
defence if the rest of the castle fell. The 
tower keep, the type used here, came into 
use generally during the second half of 
the 12th century, although independent 
keeps of this style, such as the Tower of 
London and Colchester, had come into 
being as early as the beginning of the 
century. Towards the end of the century 
the cylindrical keep began to appear, 
designed to overcome the problems of 
blind spots and the weakness of the 
square corners when attacked by picks 
and rams. 

Also towards the end of the 12th cen- 
tury flanking towers were used in the 
bailey walls to overcome the difliculty of 
firing at attackers once they had gained 
the foot of the walls (during the 13th 
century these developed into the great 
circular drum towers). The first square 
flanking towers had their inner side flush 
with the walls and were often left open 
to the bailey, but in later castles this side 
was built up and each tower became a 
separate stronghold, breaking up and 
dominating the ramparts as well as cover- 
ing each other and the base of the walls. 

So you can sec the model has a tower 
keep and a curtain wall with square 
flanking towers — all possible at the end 
of the 12th century. The gateway may 
appear a little weak, but this is because 
the complicated gatehouse did not 


become common until** the mid- 1 3th to 
early 14th centuries. 

One facet of the kit which caused 
problems was the cross-shaped arrow 
slits. These were fine for towers and gate- 
ways, but they were not found in castle 
walls until the end of the 13th century. 
Beaumaris, Conway and Carnarvon all 
have these arrow slits in their walls, the 
latter having two rows, so as to treble 
the fire-power of the defenders. These 
slits were backed by firing galleries built 
into the walls below the battlements. 
Strictly speaking these slits should be 
filled in as they appear on the wall sec- 
tions we make up, for it is not possible 
to alter the remainder of the kit parts to 
correspond with this later date, the main 
obstacle being the square towers, which 
fix the date at no later than the end of 
the 12th century. 

Fig B, based on the plan on the back 
of the kit box, shows the individual parts 
of the Airfix kit, almost all of which 
require some modification. The small 
turret towers, parts 10 to 15 inclusive, are 
not needed. Other parts have shaded 
areas representing pieces which will 
be trimmed off: parts 3A and 3B, 5E 
and 7C and 7D will be used separately 
for other purposes. The numbers are the 
same as those on the back of the kit 
box and you will need to refer to that 
diagram constantly, so mark 3A and B, 
5E and 7C and D on it now. 

Seven kits are needed for this enlarged 
castle. Keep the boxes for storing the 
castle, which has deliberately been 
designed so that it can be packed away 
between wargames : towers, gateways, 
wall sections and keep arc all complete 
in themselves. Although this method has 
some disadvantages — it is impossible to 
completely conceal joins — I think they 
are outweighed by the advantages, for a 
break-down castle such as this can be set 
up with many variations in size and 
shape. 

Most of these new castles probably had 
their keeps built first, but this was not 
possible with the model, since the keep 
walls arc made up from left-over parts, 
so instead I have started with the main 
gateway. Tools required throughout are 
quite simple: rule, pencil, craft-knife, 
one each small round, triangular and flat 
files, fine-toothed saw of the tenon type. 
Use of a bench hook helps with the saw 
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I Photo 1 


Photo 2 


Above left : View showing part 7 before and after modification, 
with end pieces and bar at base of gate removed. Above : Com- 
pleted main gateway, figm^es give an idea of the depth of the 
walls in comparison with original model. This conversion needs 
seven Sheriff of Nottingham castle sets to complete. Left : Shield 
patterns as described in text. Previous page : Split view of castle 
parts; shaded areas should be removed as described in article. 


cuts, and a vice is needed briefly later 
on. You will also need plastic card, odd- 
ments of balsa, polystyrene and balsa 
cements and Plastic Padding. All exterior 
surfaces of the kit parts need to be 
cleaned up to remove traces of sprue and 
mould lines. 

The Main Gateway 

Parts required : 2 X 7 (gateway) ; 1 x 
20 (drawbridge); 2x9 (large round 
tower): 2x8 (tower top): 2 X 16 (tower 
floor). All figures given in inches. 

Take the gateways (7) first and draw 
at each end a line parallel with the lip 
provided for the fitting of the small round 
towers. Cut these turret fittings off with 
the saw. Photo 1 shows both parts 7, the 
bottom one cut as instructed. Save these 
offeuts, and all other parts removed in 
the future. From one of the gateways 
remove a | strip from the rear edge, 
along the complete length of the ram- 
part including the steps. File to get a 
good fit when placed back to back with 


the other gateway, and make sure the 
steps arc free of any burring. 

The shield over the gateway is heraldi- 
cally incorrect and should be shaved off, 
the area then being scored to match the 
surrounding stonework. If you wish to 
keep the shield, clean off the marks in- 
side the outline and later paint in one of 
the seven basic heraldic symbols shown 
in Fig C, from left to right the chief, 
pale, bend, fess, chevron, cross and 
saltire. These may be painted in gold, 
silver or white, red, blue, green, purple 
or black, the one rule being that gold and 
silver may not be used together, nor may 
one colour be placed on another (com- 
binations, therefore, would be red and 
gold, silver and red, blue and gold, silver 
and blue, etc). 

Decide which of the two gateways is 
to be the front, then remove from the 
rear one the bar at the bottom of the 
opening. Cement the two gateways 
together back to back, using 1 inch 
blocks of balsa glued to the inside of the 


bottom edges to ensure correct spacing 
at bottom as well as top. 

Cut out the arrow slits in the parts 9, 
then cement these towers over the ends of 
the gateway, the slots fitting over the ends 
of the battlements with the tower door 
facing the rampart. Check the towers are 
vertical. Cement tops (8) and floors (16) 
to the towers. The drawbridge (20) is 
rigged with scale chain or thread and 
hinged along the bottom with Sellotape. 
Photo 2 illustrates the completed gate- 
way. 

TTie towers need not be permanently 
cemented in place. One large tower will 
be left over and this could be cut to look 
like a war-damaged tower. Then, in the 
course of a wargame, the damaged tower 
could be substituted for a good one to 
simulate a successful mining operation or 
the effect of an artillery bombardment. 

Next month we get stuck into the job 
with work on flanking towers, inner gate- 
way, walls and towers and make a start 
on the outer walls. 


Despite the length of last month's Corsair article we still had 
many more pictures than space allowed. ^Ve hope to use .some of 
these later: meanwhile here are useful detail views of the star- 
board (below) and port side of the FW-\. 
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Royal Scots Greys 

Some attractive king-size model soldier 
conversions in 1:12 scale from Airfix kits 

By Rowland H. Bartlett 


T he Royal Scots Greys trace their 
history back to 1678 when General 
Sir Thomas Dalyell of the Binns raised 
three troops of Scottish Dragoons in 
Linlithgowshire. In 1681 a further three 
troops were raised and the six joined 
together to form the Royal Scottish Regi- 
ment of Dragoons. The original stone- 
grey uniforms gave the Regiment its 
name : w hich is now more closely asso- 
ciated with the grey horses on which it 
was mounted after 1702. 

The first period of active service was 
in 1694 against the armies of Louis XIV 
of France and look place in Holland. 
The Regiment going on to win its first 
battle honours at Blenheim, Ramillies, 
Oudenarde and Malplaquet. In 1815 the 
Greys made the famous charge at 
Waterloo, and captured the Standard 
belonging to the 45th French Infantry 
Regiment (The Invincibles). The Victoria 
Cross, which was instituted during the 
Crimean war, was awarded to two mem- 
bers of the Greys for their part in the 
Charge of the Heavy Brigade, much more 
successful, but less well known than that 
of thi; Light Brigade. 

Today, although no longer mounted 
and now merged, members of the Regi- 
ment still wears full cavalry dress on 
rare occasions. 

The models in this article depict a 
Captain in dismounted review order, and 
a trumpeter in mounted review order 
during the early 190()s. 

Prior to 1914 the leg wear for mounted 
duty consisted of pantaloons with knee- 
boots, jack spurs and leathers. For dis- 
mounted full dress, overalls were worn 
with Wellington boots and box spurs. The 
wellingtons had tops of soft leather and 
were worn under the overalls. 

In order to carry out the conversions, 
parts from the Airfix 1:12 scale Life 
Guard and the Coldstream Guardsman 
are required. 

THE OFFICER 

Assembly of the officer is commenced 
by cementing together the two halves of 
the Life Guard’s head, as the chin chain 
was considered to be more accurate in 
detail. The Coldstreamer’s bearskin is 
then assembled and fitted to the head. 
Bearskins worn by the Greys officers are 
much taller and different in shape to the 
kit headgear and therefore requires 
modification. This is easily done by re- 
shaping with plastic putty. 

When the putty has set, sanding is 
required to obtain the right shape, and 
the correct ‘fur* appearance is achieved 
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by scoring the surface with a modelling 
knife. The hackle (plume) is fashioned 
from a piece of expanded polystyrene 
and is attached to the bearskin with 
Araldite. 

The tunic from the Life Guard is 
taken, and the two halves cemented to- 
gether. When this is completed, the 
underside is filled by using the Banner 
from the Life Guard trumpet which is 
shaped and cemented inside the tunic and 
serves as a platform for the legs to butt 
on to. 

Make up the Life Guard’s bools as 
described in the instructions and when 
the cement has dried, each boot is sawn 
off along the line of the jack spur straps. 
Assemble the foot guard’s legs and 
chamfer the inside of the lower leg so 
that the sawn-off boots fit snugly inside. 
When a good fit is obtained, the bools 



COLOUR SCHEME 

Bearskin 

Black. 

Hackle 

White with gold socket at 


base. 

Chinchain 

Gold. 

Collar 

Blue with 3 lines of gold at 


the edges and silver gre- 
nade each side. 

Epaulettes 

Gold with Silver Rank Stars. 

Tunic 

Scarlet with Gilt buttons. 

Waist Belt 

) Blue, over stippled with gold 

Pouch Strap 

(to represent gold lace 

Sword Slings 

1 overlay). 

Pouch Strap. 

Gold. 

Buckles and 
Slide 


Pouch 

Silver with gilt eagle. 

Gauntlets 

White. 

Sword 

Silver, hand-grip grey. 

Sword Knot 

Gold. 

Overalls 

Blue with yellow stripe. 

Boots 

Black with Steel spurs. 

Pictures on this page .show front and rear 
views of the completed Scots Greys 

officer. The 

very lifelike pose is worthy 


of note. 






can be cemented into the legs. Plastic 
putty is now applied over the joint 
between bool and leg in order to extend 
the overlap between overall and bool and 
when cleaned up, the result is a good 
representation of cavalry overalls worn 
over Wellington bools. 

The box spurs are added by glueing 
‘U’ shaped pieces of fuse wire around 
the heel of each bool with the spurs 
from the kit attached to the rear. The top 
of each leg is cut, so that both legs will 
fit into the tunic giving, at the same time, 
a natural stance. 

With the legs and body in one piece, 
it is wise to cement the figure to one of 
the bases supplied. 1 used the foot guards’ 
base as this is larger and does not cramp 
the relaxed stance produced. 

The Life Guard’s left arm, gauntlet and 
sword are attached. New sword slings are 
produced from an old toothpaste lube, 
this being cut open, washed and creases 
removed by using the handle of a spoon. 
Two narrow' slings are cut and attached 
to the scabbard, the first sling fixed to 
the top scabbard ring and the free end 
cemented to the left thigh at the point 
where the tunic terminates. The second 
sling is attached to the lower ring and 
joins the tunic skirt a little further to 
the rear. Accurate positions for the slings 
can be obtained by remembering that the 
sword slings are not suspended from the 
tunic waist belt, but arc attached to a 
webbing waist belt worn underneath the 
tunic. Therefore the slings are only visible 
between the bottom of the tunic and 
scabbard. 

Assemble the right arm from the foot 
guard and saw off just below the elbow, 
joining the remaining gauntlet to the 
lower arm. 

Epaulettes arc added, as supplied for 
the Life Guard, but with the addition of 
three rank stars to each epaulette, these 
being cut from stretched sprue. 

The pouch can now be cemented in 

AIRFIX magazine 


position as indicated but adorned with 
the famous French Eagle, captured at 
Waterloo, this being cut from Plastikard 
or similar and cemented to the centre of 
the pouch. 

Next, remove the buttons from the rear 
of the tunic and re-arrange in two row's of 
three, plus two buttons in the centre 
below the waist belt. 

The sword knot supplied is incorrect, 
but this can be made by using a short 
piece of multi-strand electric cable with 
the insulation removed. A knot is tied 
in the wire, the strands on one side of 
it are twisted and attached to the sword, 
whilst the free end is splayed out to give 
a tassel effect. 

Finally, complete the waist bell buckle 
by adding an eight-pointed star to the 
centre of the existing clasp. 

The whole figure was then given a coat 
of Humbrol matt white and set aside for 
several days before the final painting 
with Humbrol ‘ceremonial dress’ colours. 

In addition, the tunic front was piped 
in blue and the buttons on the rear skirt 
were piped in gold. Each sleeve had an 
Austrian knot in gold, which is partly 
covered by gauntlets. 

THE TRUMPETER 

The trumpeter is similar in construction 
and again assembly is commenced with 
the head of the figure, but in this case 
the Coldstream Guardsman’s was used. 

Assemble the bearskin as detailed in 
the kit instruction leaflet, and then carve 
away each side of the bearskin in order 
to reduce the width. 

The hackle is formed from expanded 
polystyrene and is attached to the bear- 
skin as described earlier. In the case of 
trumpeters, the hackle commences about 
halfway up the left-hand side of the cap 
and passes right over the top as indicated 
in the photographs. 

The Life Guard body is assembled in 
the normal manner together with the 
legs of the same kit. At this stage, the 
head is attached to the body and 
arranged with a slight turn to the right. 

Build up the Life Guard’s thighboots, 
complete with spurs as per kit instruc- 
tions and when dry, each boot is sawn 
off where the rear of the boot terminates, 
this being roughly in line with the back 
of the knee joint. Iiach boot is then 
shaped so that a definite slope is evident 
between the front and back with a small 
vee filed in front of each bool and the 
corners rounded off. 

The bools are now cemented on to the 
leg stumps, making sure that the figure 



Completed trumpeter model; the neat 
wood block base completes an elegant 
display piece and can be simply made. 


COLOUR SCHEME 


Bearskin 


Hackle 
Chinchain 
Collar and 
Epaulettes 
Tunic 

Pouch Strap 
and Pouch 


Black with silver running 
horse bade at rear-facing 
right. 

Scarlet. 

Gold. 

Blue with gold facing. 

Scarlet with gilt buttons. 

White with gold buckle, slide 
and tips. Plus gold eagle on 
couch. 


Waist Belt and 
Sword Slings White. 

Gauntlets White. 

Pantaloons Blue with yellow stripe. 

Boots Black with steel spurs. 

Sword Silver with white sword knot 

and grey handgrip. 

Each sleeve is adorned with an Austrian knot 
in gold, the rear tunic skirt is also piped in 
gold, and the tunic front is piped in blue. 


will stand level when the cement has 
dried. At this point it is necessary to fill 
the large gap between the top of each 
boot and the leg stumps. This is easily 
done by cementing pieces of plastic sprue 
inside each boot and leg stump, so that 
the gap is spanned. It will be found that 
three pieces of sprue can be cemented 
to the inside of each leg. Plastic putty is 
then applied to the gaps between the 
pieces of sprue and gradually built up 
until the correct leg shape is formed. 

The left arm. gauntlet and sword is 
assembled and attached to the body, this 


being followed by assembly of right arm, 
gauntlet and trumpet which is positioned 
so that it rests on the right thigh. The 
banner is cemented to the trumpet if 
desired. The trumpet sling passes over 
the right shoulder and under the epaulette 
which is added later. A red, yellow and 
blue strand of embroidery silk is used 
for the trumpet sling, all three being tied 
together at one end and then twisted 
together to obtain an even spiral in this 
sequence. Cement the centre of the sling 
to the right shoulder and attach each end 
of the sling to the trumpet. 

Make up the augillette from yellow em- 
broidery silk. One single strand making 
a complete loop is passed over the left 
shoulder, under the arm, and attached (o 
the top of the shoulder. Two additional 
strands, each being looped and knotted 
are then draped from the left shoulder 
and passed through a hole drilled in the 
left breast just below the pouch strap. 
These re-appear through a further hole 
drilled between the second tunic button 
and the pouch strap. Each end is pulled 
through the hole and bound at the ends 
with fuse wire. 

Epaulettes are now added to each 
shoulder, these being of the conventional 
type and produced from Plastikard. 
Cement in place with the addition of a 
small button made from stretched sprue, 
each button being placed at the collar 
end of the epaulette. 

File away the waist belt and buckle 
and replace with an *S’ hook fastener 
mounted horizontally in the centre of 
the belt. Sword slings are added from 
toothpaste lube as previously described, 
but in this instance the slings are 
attached to the tunic waist belt. 

Cement the pouch to the back of the 
figure and add the French Eagle from 
Plastikard. Two smaller eagles are added 
to the tunic collar. It is important that 
the heads of each eagle should face each 
other. 

Finally, remove the buttons from the 
rear of the tunic, file the tunic skirl to 
a smooth surface and replace the buttons 
as follows. Two buttons in the centre, 
just below the waist belt, and two rows 
of three buttons on the rear tunic skirt. 
The figure is then cemented on to the 
base provided for the foot guard and 
the whole assembly given a coal of malt 
white. 

The writer wishes to thank Mr W. A. 
Thorburn (Keeper) and Mr R. G. Ball 
of the Scottish United Services Museum, 
Edinburgh, for their invaluable assistance 
in the preparation of this article. 



Left: This picture sent in by reader Stewart R. Burdon shows further 
conversion ideas in 1:12 scale. From left to right : 1854 Russian Artillery 
of the Guard. Gunner, converted from the Coldstream Guardsman; 
1812 German W urtemberg Guard Artillery. Gunner, converted from the 
Lifeguard Trumpeter; 1814 British 92nd Highlanders. Private, converted 
from the Coldstream Guardsman and Julius Caesar; 1868 American 
Confederate 22nd Mississippi Rifles, converted from the Coldstream 
Guardsman. Generally speaking they follow similar conversion tech- 
niques to those described in the article above. The main requirement is 
good reference views of the original to provide colour details and 
a guide to the equipment carried. 
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Above : Comparison of the Su-16i with another Russian tank, 
the KVly made from the Air fix Joseph Stalin kit. 


The Su-76i 

A simple and unusual Soviet self-propelled 
gun model 

By T. J. Gander 

W HILE reading John Milsom's excellent book Russian Tanks 
1900-1970 I came across a reference to a self-propelled 
gun mounted on a captured German chassis and referred to as 
the Su-76i. The text describes this as a Russian conversion of the 
StuG 111 to carry a 76.2 mm M-1942/43 anti-tank gun, so it 
provides an opportunity to utilise the Airfix StuG III for yet 
another conversion which seemed at first sight to be fairly 
straightforward. 

The first part of any kit conversion is always the research into 
the vehicle and the hunt for references, illustrations and drawings. 
This is where the snags arose as there doesn’t appear to be any 
reference to the Su-76i except in Mr Milsom’s book and the 
Polish l^ozy Bojowe, and they both use the same heavily re- 
touched illustration (shown right). Apart from those two refer- 
ences I could find nothing. However, the conversion still seemed 
worthwhile and a useful addition for anyone interested in the 
Russian Front during 1942-4.3, so 1 went ahead and used the 
photograph alone as the basis for the conversion. 

Close scrutiny of this photograph made me doubt, however, 
whether the vehicle shown was ever a StuG III. It seems more 
likely to have been converted from a Panzer HI for two reasons. 
One is, why should the very practical Russians alter a StuG HI 
so extensively when the 76.2 mm gun would probably have fitted 
into the existing superstructure? The other point is what appears 
to be an aerial trough alongside the engine compartment. On no 
photograph of a StuG HI can I find an aerial trough shown— 
but it was a standard fitting on the Panzer HI. So 1 decided to 
go ahead on the assumption that the Panzer HI was the basis. 

TTie StuG HI kit is, of course, the prime requirement of the 
conversion, with some plastic card and bits from the spares box. 
Construction is fairly simple. First, cut the hull top (Part 57) 
across behind where the superstructure rear meets the engine 
compartment, and again at a point where the superstructure front 
meets the track guard top — at this point a bracket line is moulded 
on to the track guard. Use a fine razor saw to make the cut. 
Then assemble the hull sides (3 and .M), bottom (58) and of the 
butchered hull top cement on only the engine compartment and 
the front portion— the superstructure section can be incorporated 
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into a StuG IV conversion. Next, cut two 8 x 28 mm strips 
of suitably thick plastic card and cement them into place to 
form the new track guards. 

Next, cut two superstructure sides as per the drawing. A 
4 X 23 mm strip of card forms the lower half of the super- 
structure front. With the sides vertical, cement them in place 
along with the lower front plate and cut the rest of the front, 
top and rear to fit and match the slopes of the hull sides. The 
main assembly is then completed apart from the gun. This was the 
front 24 mm of a Panther barrel with the muzzle brake smoothed 
out, using the photograph of a Su-76 (note, not the Su-76i) at 
Bovington as my reference. The same photograph also served to 
model the mantlet and detail of the external mounting (filed 
from scrap plastic) as the Su-76 and Su-76i both used the same 
gun. However, note the slight differences in the recuperator shield 
— on the Su-76i photograph it slopes backward on its front face. 

Detail can now be added. The commander’s hatch came from 
a Panzer IV kit and the tool boxes from the T-34 kit. The aerial 
trough was knocked up from scrap, and the visor for the gunner 
was an altered Panzer IV part. The top and rear hatches came 
from thin plastic card and the driver’s visor was from the 
original StuG HI kit. After assembly of the suspension exhaust 
(59), and filling the spare wheel holes on the engine compartment 
with plastic putty, the model is ready for painting. Mine is 
painted a matt olive green and after being photographed was 
given the usual worn and battered look with a dry stipple brush 
load:d with gunmetal paint and then a dusting over with the 
same brush dipped in khaki and dark earth. Despite the evidence 

Continued on page 217 

Right : 1:76 scale drawing of new bar- 
bette for Su-lbi. Below from top to 
bottom : Close-up of mantlet on an 5m- 76 
at Bovington: Su-lbi showing running 
gear and typical markings, of red star 
and the numbers ‘043’ in white: com- 
pleted model showing barbette, mantlet 

and hull details as described in text. 
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By Robert C. Gibson 


Uniforms 1943-45 

With the habitual use of paratroops in 
the infantry role, the smock underwent 
a partial replacement by a tunic-length 
camouflaged garment, in similar colours 
to that depicted last month. The original 
camouflage smock continued in use right 
up to the end of the war, but in 
diminishing numbers. A similarly- 
patterned cover for the paratroop helmet 
was issued, with a band round the front. 
Also nets of grey-green twine were used 
at this period. Both these devices served 
to retain camouflage material when in 
action. 

Winter suits had been in use since 
winter 1941 on the Ea.stern front; these 
were of the mountain troops’ pattern, ie, 
white anorak jacket, with hood and 
trousers gathered into the tops of the 
boots. Helmets, at least initially, were 
blue-grey, but later became seasonally 
covered with a white or camouflaged 
cover. 

The characteristic Fallschirmjaegcr hel- 
met was sometimes discarded for the 
standard Wehrmaeht ‘stahlhelm’ with 
Luftwaffe emblems. This was as a result 
of local supply problems. 

Weapons 


T he success of the 1st Fallschirmjaeger 
Division in Sicily brought an expan- 
sion of the paratroop force : but in name 
only. A very small percentage of the 1 1 
divisions formed between 1942 and 1945 
were trained paratroops and few of these 
were veterans of the early Fallschirm- 
jaeger units. Many of the replacements 
came from the Luhwaffe Field Divisions, 
hurriedly formed in 1941-2 from surplus 
recruits and ground staff. Few of these 
divisions proved to be of quality ; those 
that were remained in being, the others 
were disbanded, or split to form units 
for fresh divisions. The Fallschirmjaeger 
Divisions, and the Hermann Goring 
Panzer and Panzer-Grenadier Divisions 
were so formed. The allocation of these 
troops with sea.soned infantry in the new 
units often worked wonders. 

The final German parachute operation 
of the war was during the Battle of the 
Bulge on December 16, 1944, when a 
battalion-strength unit was dropped 
behind the Allied lines. Dispersion during 
the drop, inexperience and vigorous 
American counter action all contributed 
to their surrender a short time later. 

Full-size 1 :32 scale 
drawings for Panzerbiische 41 


Despite the non-existence of parachute 
operations, development of airborne 
weapons gathered pace from 1942. A 
105 mm recoilless gun joined the 75 mm 
weapon, and a 4.2 cm anti-tank gun 
briefly replaced the Panzerbiichse 41 
(again, till the ammunition ran out). 

Personal weapons kept pace with the 
rest of the Wehrmaeht, and the Gewehr 
41 and 43 semi-automatic rifles came to 
be used, as well as the MP43 and MP44 
sub-machine guns. Special weapons came 
too; the FG42 (Fallschirm-Gcwehr = 
Paratroop weapon) automatic rifle was 
issued exclusively to the Fallschirmjaeger 
units. In 1944-45, however, some units 
had to be issued with old stock, and the 
FG42 and MP44 were to be seen side by 
side with the M18 Bergmann sub-machine 
gun and the Gewehr 98 rifle. The Berg- 
mann and the FG42 will be dealt with 
in model form next month. 

Modelling 

Our feature this month is exclusively 
54 mm and centred round the Panzer- 
biichse 41. First of all, though, let us 
look at the accompanying figures. 

The machine-gunner in winter uniform 
is the basic Airfix figure with the MP38 




Figure conversions described in text. 


magazine moved forward to the correct 
location. The anorak and trousers are 
fashioned from Plasticine as described in 
the earlier articles. After painting, the 
helmet is ‘frosted’ with almost-dry white 
paint, as are his eyebrows, moustache 
and the MP38 itself. 

One of the two crew figures for the 
Panzerbiichse 41, the loader, wears a 
tropical helmet. This figure is a standard 
Almarks Panzer-Grenadier, posed using 
Tamiya spare arms, and plastic putty for 
the baggy trousers, to represent a gunner 
from the Ramcke Brigade. The tropical 
helmet is an Almarks German helmet 
with the brim cut away at the sides to 
form a slope front and rear. The upper 
brims are filed down, and pieces of 
plastic card (20 thou thick) added front 
and back to increase the brim (2 mm 
front, 3 mm back). The crown is sanded 
to make it less ‘square’ in appearance. 
Plastic putty is added to the new peak 
and the top centre of the helmet, then 
filed when dry to form the new brim and 
domed ventilator on top. 

The other crewman (on the lookout for 
Allied aircraft) is the wounded man from 
the Almarks US Infantry: trimmed to 
shirt-sleeve order with a sharp knife and 
mounted on a Plastikard stand. 

For the Panzerbiichse 41 itself you will 
need: Minitanks 155 mm M2 ‘Long 
Tom' gun, 20 and 60 thou Plastikard, 
20 thou plastic rod, one plastic drinking 
straw, a suitable pair of wheels (sec 
drawing), and plastic putty. 

Start by cutting away the rear of the 
‘Long Tom’ barrel (measure against the 
drawing, allowing about 20 thou for the 
muzzle brake front). Then cut the block 
from the barrel on the scrap piece and 
trim to fit in front of the existing block, 
under the barrel. Fit a 10 x 5 cm piece 
of 20 thou Plastikard over the rear end 
to form the top of the breech (this may 
Continued on page 197 
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Left : Luftwaffe ground crew handling 
what appears to be a SD 1000 bomb. 
The colour identifying stripe is just 
visible lower right. A Ju 88 is in the 
background. Bottom : An SD 500 
{dark green) in foreground and SC 
500s at rear with ground crew taking 
a rest. 


Luftwaffe Bombs 

Types and designations explained 
by B. Hygate 


L yNTlL a short lime ago, a bomb was 
something you hung under your 
model aircraft, and painted it dark green 
or matt black as appropriate. But whilst 
drawing up some large-scale plans which 
involved underwing stores, 1 found that 
the above was by no means correct. The 
aircraft I was researching was a Luftwaffe 
type, and as with so many subjects of 
that era, there are many conflicting ideas 
and theories. 

Recently I was able to spend a day at 
the Defence Ordnance Disposal School, 
near Rochester, where I could measure 
the attual weapons. 

1 was escorted throughout by one of 
the resident RAF NCO Disposal Experts, 
who also proved to be a ‘mine’ of infor- 
mation (no pun intended), about the 
German bombs and their markings. 

The Germans, like all other countries, 
had a multitude of specialist weapons, 
and no attempt has been made to cover 
these as space would not permit. There- 
fore only ‘General Purpose’ bombs have 
been included, that could be carried by 
most types of combat aircraft with little 
modifleation. 

The designations of the German bombs 
fell into three basic classifications : 



SC (Sprengbombe Cylindrisch) — Thin 
wall, general purpose, HE bomb. 

SD (Sprengbombe Dickwandig) — Thick 
wall, HE, armour piercing or semi- 
armour piercing bomb. 

PC (Panzersprengbombe Cylindrisch) — 
Armour piercing, extra thick walled 
bomb. 

Some sources have given the ‘S’ in the 
classifications as Spliltebombe, ie, frag- 
mentation bomb, but the above was 
taken from the official classification given 
during the war. 

The designation then gave the bomb’s 
weight, eg, 250, 500, 1.000 kgs. and 
various sub-types were given an alpha- 
betic suffix. 

eg, SC 500J : Type SC — 500 kgs— 
Mark J. 

Markings and Colour Schemes 

Luftwaffe bombs were generally of two 
basic colour schemes, these being either 
dark green or light blue /light grey, but 
as in all things during a war there were 
many variations and exceptions. No hard 
and fast rules can be given, and therefore 
the following examples are those which 
were actually recorded. 

Bombs usually carried externally were 
light blue or light grey, and those for 
internal stowage were dark green. For 
camouflage purposes, the externally 
mounted bombs were sometimes over- 
painted in dark green, although bombs 
over 1,000 kgs were rarely so treated. 
Towards the end of the war some 
weapons were seen overall, or in part, in 
natural metal colour. Whether this was 



250 kg 

500 kg 

Ju 87B 

x1 SC/SD 

xl SC/SD 

Bf 109G 

x1 SC/SD 

xl SC/SD 

Me 262A 

x2 SC/SD 

x2 SC/SD 

Fw 190D 

xl SC/SD 

— 

Bf 110D 

x2 SC/SD 

x2 SD/SC 

Ju 88 

x4 

x4 

Do 217E 

x2 

— 

He 111 


1 pi 


in fact natural metal or aluminium paint 
is not certain. 

One set of markings which were, how- 
ever, seen on all bombs was the identify- 
ing colour painted on the tailcone to 
identify the type, and thus facilitate the 
making up of bomb-loads. This was 
applied in the form of a stripe painted 
centrally on all four quadrants on the 
tail cone between the fins (see drawing). 
The width of the stripe varied, it being 
about H inches wide on the smaller 
bombs, and 2^ inches on the larger ones. 
To add to the confusion, the very small 
bombs (SC 50, etc) had their entire tail- 
cone, excluding the fins, painted in the 
appropriate colour. 

The colour coding was : 

SC bombs — Yellow 

SD bombs — Red 

IXT bombs — Blue 

Suspension 

Each bomb was suspended by a single 
attachment point, there being three basic 
types of these. These were the ring-bolt 
(for the smaller bombs), the ‘T’ and the 
‘H* type (these being for the larger bombs 
and got their names from their cross- 
sectional shape — see drawing). There 
appeared to be no hard and fast rule, 
for example an SC 1000 was seen with 
either a ‘T’ or ‘H’ type. 

Bombs to be used during dive bombing 
attacks had two trunnion bolts mounted 
on a strengthening band in line with the 
suspension lug. and mounted at 90* to it 
(see PC 1400) drawing). These bolts 
mated with special fittings on the air- 
craft’s bomb racks. 

Fusing 

The Germans favoured electrically 
initiated fuses. Externally all the bombs 
illustrated had the same type of fuse- 
head. This was circular, with an outside 
diameter of just under 2 inches, and the 
central portion, diameter about 1 inch, 
looked very much like a rounded electric 
light bulb connection. 

Airfix kits 

In their existing kits, Airfix provide 
reasonably accurate parts of, for example, 
the PD 500 on the Ju 88 and SC 1800 on 
the He 111 kits. The following table 
gives .some suggestions for alternative 
external loads from the present range of 
kits available, which will not involve the 
modeller in any major conversion work 
to enable the version depicted to carry 
them. 


1000 kg 1400 kg 1800 kg 2000 kg 


x1 SC/SD 


x2 _ — — 

1 plus 1 (not FC) x1 x1 
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Trestle Bridges: 1 


SIMPLE ENGINEERING STRUQURES FOR RAIL LAYOUTS OR 
MILITARY DIORAMAS 


Photo 1 : This small trestle bridge is 
used to carry a track across a river on 
the 'Frankwerk et Brenalp' layout built 
by Frank and Brenda Goddard. The con- 
struction of this bridge is similar to the 
model shown in Photo 6 and described 
in detail next month. Note also how the 
modellers have carried the two tracks 
across the river with two very diOf'rent 
bridges, a wooden trestle and a stone 
arch bridge. Most of us have space for 
only a small layout and to use the area 
available most effectively you should try 
to avoid repetition and to introduce as 
much variety as possible; one good way 
to do this is to use differing bridge types 
on your line. This H09 layout is a free- 
lance line following Euu)pean prototype 
and is beautifully finished. Keen-eyed 
readers will see the two .swans at the 
riverside and just visible through the 
bridge arch in the centre of the picture: 
attention to small details like this make 
the whole scene very effective. 


First of two articles 


O NB of the most interesting types of 
railway bridge from the modeller's 
point of view is the wooden trestle. 
Although most readers will associate this 
style of bridge with the early days of 
railroading in the United States, and 
indeed a great number of trestle bridges 
were built in the US and Canada, many 
other countries, including, for example, 
Australia and New Zealand, also have 
these bridges on their lines. They were 
built in areas where wood was plentiful, 
and because they could be built easily 
and quickly by the construction crews. 
However, due to the fire risk and the 
limitations they imposed on the weight 
and speed of trains, they have largely 
been replaced by other bridge types, often 
built up from steel girders. The ease of 
construction has also led to their use 
even in Europe as temporary structures 
to carry construction crew trains while 
the line was being built : they were then 
replaced before the line was opened. 

Model trestle bridges are interesting 
and attractive structures because of the 


by Michael Andress 


many individual wood strips which give 
an intricate and highly detailed effect. As 
construction is carried out in stages by 
the assembly of a number of easily-built 
sub-assemblies they are not difficult to 
build. Of course, a large bridge will take 
much longer to build but the method is 
the same as for a small model. Although 
a wooden trestle is a little difficult to 
justify on a modern British prototype 
layout, you will want to include one if 
you arc following US prototype, 
especially on a branch or period line. 
Alternatively, if your railway is freelance 
you may want to build one for your line : 
they arc particularly appropriate on light 
or narrow gauge railways where trains 
and engines arc light. 

This month I want to show you a 
variety of model trestle bridges of 
different types and sizes and I hope they 
may give you some ideas for your layout. 
Next month I shall give full instructions 
with step by step photos for the construc- 
tion of the trestle bridge shown in 
Photo 6. 







Photo 2 : A very impressive wooden 
trestle built in 2 mm scale by Len Fidkin. 
This superb model won a Bronze Medal 
at a Model Engineer exhibition some 
years ago. Although large trestle bridges 
such as this appear very complex and 

\ 


intricate, construction is along similar 
lines to the smaller structures but natur- 
ally require much more work and patience 
to build! The US prototype rolling stock 
was also scratch built. 



Photo 3: This picture of a scene built 
by the author shows a Playcraft / Egger- 
bahn railcar about to cross a small 
trestle bridge. This is a very simple type 
of trestle with only two bents and a short 
span between them. The bridge itself was 
built up from stripwood: the piers were 
made from plastic sheet with individual 
'stones' of thin plastic cemented to the 
basic pier structure. 


(Opposite page, top) 

Photo 4: Chris Atherton built a di0er- 
ent style of trestle bridge for his N scale 
US prototype 'Indian Head Loop Line'. 
Note how the design is modified to pro- 
vide for a span to pass over the lower 
level track. The stone piers, culvert, and 
tunnel mouth were modelled using com- 
mercially available embossed plastic 
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sheet. London readers may be interested 
to know that this layout, which measures 
only 16 inches by inches, is on per- 
manent display at Norwood Junction 
Models shop. 

(Below) 

Photo 5 : A dose-up of the model 
shown in Photo 2 shows up the details 
more clearly. Note how neat construction 
is and remember this is in 2 mm .scale! 
The two barrels on the bridge were pro- 
vided on the prototype in case of fire. 
Though all the models shown are for 
model railways, exactly similar bridges 
can be built effectively in military 
dioramas or for wargames. 




Photo 6: This small N scale trestle was 
built up from stripwood and construction 
will be described in Part 2. It would also 
be suitable, either as it is or preferably 
built with all dimensions increased by a 
third or a half, for 009. For GO scale 
build with all dimensions doubled. 


I 



Fallschirmjager — from page 193 


be cut away on the right-hand side for 
added realism), and build up the sides 
with plastic putty. Cut the front of the 
muzzle brake from 20 thou Plastikard, 
cement to muzzle and build up with 
putty, then lay aside to dry. 

Take the drinking straw and cut off a 
53 mm length ; block one end with scrap 
hard plastic. Cut the rear spade and plat- 
form from 20 thou Plastikard. and fit to 
the blocked end. Cut the bracket for the 
other as shown in drawing ‘X'. and fold 
as indicated, then cement to the tube. 

Now bend the plastic rod carefully 
with round-nosed pliers to form the front 
wheel assembly. Start at the big bend at 
the wheels, allowing plenty of rod. When 
you have made the bend, gradually put 
the other bends in, using the drawing as 
a guide. This is largely a matter of trial 
and error : and, of course, if at first you 
don't succeed, try again. When you have 
a good set, cement them to the bracket. 
Bend the rear tubular handles from 
plastic rod and fit. 

The wheel position shown dotted is the 
low anti-tank position : if you wish to 
emulate this in your gun. the side fitting 
of the rod to the bracket needs to be 
lower than shown. 

Take up the barrel again, and when 
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the putty is dry, .sand breech and muzzle 
brake to shape. Make up the ‘empties' 
tray below and behind the breech from 
20 thou (sides) and 60 thou (bottom) 
Pla.stikard (or Faller angle iron as in the 
original). Leave room at the breech end 
for the sliding breech plate 2 mm X I mm 
notch at front end. 

Make the breech plate from 6x6 mm 
60 thou Plastikard. The rear breech block 
from three laminations of 60 thou Plasti- 
kard. 7x5 mm. cemented together, and 
sanded square. The rear ‘handles’ are 
made of 7 x 8 mm 20 thou sides, 
rounded off and with the centre cut out 
as shown. Fit to a 5 mm wide strip of 
20 thou Plastikard to form a closed box. 
Cement this to the rear breech block. 

If the breech is to be open, cement the 
items just described against one corner 
of the breech plate, the protruding edge 
against the left-hand edge (rear) of the 
breach, so that the block and handles are 
shifted to the left, and the tray is clear. 

If the breech is to be closed, cement 
the breech plate centrally with overlap 
either side, and the rear block behind. 
Make the trunnions for the barrel 
assembly from Pla.stikard (20 thou) and 
fit two 3 mm lengths of plastic rod as 
gun-shield supports. 


Fit a 5 mm square piece of 60 thou 
Plastikard over the front part of the 
carriage bracket. Cement the trunnion to 
this, and the barrel as.sembly to the 
trunnion. Make up axle units from scrap 
plastic and fit wheels. Cut the gun shield 
(2 of) from 20 thou Plastikard, and use 
plastic rod for ‘spacers’ ; fit to supports 
on trunnion. 

Paint the entire gun in the basic 
camouflage colour : this is either Desert 
Yellow or Panzer Grey, the latter for 
early airborne or 1945 infantry use. 
These guns invariably had their barrels, 
gun shields and carriage liberally grimed 
with burnt powder. The muzzle brake 
was blackened steel. 
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Typical North West Frontier scene is re- 
created in miniature with these IO //1 
Hussars signallers on a mini-diorama 
made from real rocks. This article con- 
tinues from last month. 

L ast month wc dealt with the con- 
struction of a figure depicting the 
NCO in charge of a heliograph signalling 
group of the 10th Hussars during the 
Afghan War 1878-1880. Before going on 
with instructions for making the rest of 
the group and the diorama display base, 
some further background details regard- 
ing the regiment at this period might not 
be inappropriate. 

Since 1873 the Tenth had been in India, 
and had acquired. under Lt-Col 
Molyneux, who commanded until 1876, 
and then his successor Lt-Col Lord 
Ralph Kerr, a reputation for zeal and 
efficiency, even to the extent of forming 
an artillery section with two six-pounder 
guns, and instruction provided by the 
RA. They also pioneered a new system 
for dismounted action which was later 
taken up by the cavalry arm as a whole. 
When the Prince of Wales (later Edward 
VII) made his tour of India in 1876 the 
regiment provided escorts and a guard of 
honour, and they also took part in the 
Imperial Assembly at Delhi in 1877, when 
Queen. Victoria was proclaimed Empress 
of India. On off duty occasions the Tenth 
were also well to the fore, with a sur- 
prising number of sporting and enter- 


taining activities catering for all ranks in 
and around their pleasant station at 
Muttra near Agra, the location of the 
famous and beautiful Taj Mahal. 

During the first part of the Afghan War 
the regiment saw much service, including 
the attack on the fort of Ali Musjid, and 
experienced at the Kabul River the disas- 
ter which I described last month. In June 
1879, after a temporary cessation of 
hostilities, the Tenth were marching back 
to India through the Khyber Pass when 
misfortune again struck them in the shape 
of a terrible cholera epidemic. No less 
than 38 men died of the dreadful disease 
in as many hours, and this awful loss, 
together with that sustained in the Kabul 
River incident and many other deaths 
due to service and disease, so decimated 
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g ijConversions in 
5 4inni scale. . . 
by ROY DILLEY 


Figl 


View below shows 
clearly how the group 
is arranged on the rock 
ba.se. Note the carbines 
resting against the rock. 




Coll«r and shoulder straps 
of 'hol'wealher' tunic 


Fig 5 




Fig 3 



the regiment that it remained in reserve 
at Rawalpindi during the second phase 
of the Afghan War, and took no further 
active part in the campaign. 

Subsequently, until they embarked to 
return to England early in 1884, the 10th 
Hussars were stationed at Lucknow, 
where they steadily improved their 
strength and regained their efficiency. 
This was just as well for, as their ship 
was passing through the Red Sea, the 
Soudanese rebellion broke out, and they 
were diverted to Suakin to take part in 
the campaign in and around that port. 
The regiment’s service in the Soudan 
included the battles of El Tcb and 
Tamai. in both of which repeated and 
successful charges were made against a 
valiant and determined^ enemy. Finally, 
the Tenth returned to England in April 
1 884 after some 1 1 years overseas service. 

Now to continue with making the 
remainder of the group. 

Conversion 2: Heliograph operator 

Figure required for this is the Almarks 
marching Japanese soldier. Clean off in 
the usual way all mould marks and flash, 
then remove all equipment and pocket 
detail from the tunic, being careful to 
retain the basic shape. Rework the tunic- 
neck to the high collared pattern (Fig 1), 
then take off the Japanese head, replacing 
it with a suitable European type from 
your spares box or cut from an Almarks 
American or German figure. 

Next, alter the leg action to bring 
the figure to a standing position. This is 
effected by moving the right leg some- 
what to the rear and by straightening the 
left leg at the knee (Fig 2). Shape the 
trousers tight to the knees and add plastic 


Fig 4 


This ®nd to 
centre at rear 



Seated man s hand positions 


Kernove wedge-shaped portion of right leg at A 
and bend leg to rear before cementing. 

Cut almost through left leg at B. bend forward and 
cement, filling in gap behind knee with scrap or 
plastic putty. When set. shape trousers to riding 
breeches. 


Position of sword slings on left hip 
Ends go under tunic skirts 


The Heliograph Showirtg dimensions 
of legs and mirror 
The carrying case is slung over 
the tripod by its strap 





Fig 8 

Dimensions of base 

Add bai/e. felt or flock 
paper to underside of 


Detail of mirror, swivel 
and sighting bar 


0 


Side view 


Detail and dimertsions 
of carrying case 


Rocks overhang base fo give 
impression of height 
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putty to the thighs to form the typical 
flared cavalry riding breeches. Now 
haversack, waterbottle and pouch arc 
fitted as in Conversion 1 (last article). 
These items arc fabricated from scrap, 
the first two fitted to the left side of the 
figure with straps over the right shoulder, 
and the last hangs at the centre of the 
back from a wide strap or belt over the 
left shoulder, passing round the body. 
These straps can be made either from 
thin plastic card or from stout notepaper 
.smeared, when in place, with liquid 
plastic. Careful study of the photographs 
will show exactly the positions for these 
details of equipment. 

Select arms in appropriate attitudes 
from the arm-sprue or your spares box 
and cement them in place, adding shoul- 
der straps of plastic card or paper. 
Having trimmed a Japanese helmet, fit 
it to the head, adding a generous coating 
of plastic putty which, when thoroughly 
set, is sanded down to shape as in Con- 
version I to form a Wolsclcy type helmet 
with cover attached. Drill a hole in the 
top and insert a length of stretched sprue 
or plastic rod which can then be filed to 
a spike. Chin scales of thin plastic or 
card are then fitted, either under the 
chin, or hooked up to the base of the 
spike as shown in the photographs. 

Cement thin plastic card sword slings 
to the tunic skirts (Fig 3) and short 
lengths of fine sprue, to simulate spurs, 
into holes drilled in the boot heels. Spur 
straps, plastic or card, are then fixed 
across the insteps, and a check is made to 
ensure that the full sequence of opera- 
tions has been carried out and that joints, 
etc, have been smoothed down where 
necessary. Fix the figure to a temporary 
base, and undercoat it ready for painting. 

Conversion 3: Seated man 

Figures required are the Almarks 
wounded Jap soldier, seated, and kneel- 
ing medical orderly. Having cleaned up 
the seated figure, shape the legs to give 
the riding breeches effect as in Conver- 
sion 2. Cut off both arms and the haver- 
sack, and smooth down the tunic skirts. 
Then remove the upper torso at the waist, 
replacing it with that of the kneeling 
man. Carve the tunic neck to the high 
collared shape, and sand off the breast 
pockets. Also, at this stage, change the 
head for one of European type, and fit 
haversack, waterbottle and pouch belt as 
already described above. Cement arms in 
place with the right hand holding a pencil 
and the left with a message pad (Fig 4) 
and fit shoulder straps of plastic strip or 
card. 

Trim another helmet and attach it to 
the head, carrying out all the operations 
previously described to obtain the helmet 
shape, spike, and chin scales. Finally, 
drill out the heels and fit spurs and straps 
to the boots before fixing the completed 
figure to its temporary painting base. 

The Heliograph 

Using the dimensions given in Fig 5, 
cement a tripod together, with Slater’s 
plastic rod or thick sprue for the legs. A 
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scrap of card and some thick fuse wire 
are then employed to make the mirror 
and swivel (Fig 6), and a fuse wire 
sight is bent and attached to the swivel. 
Fashion from scrap the carrying case and 
fix it to the tripod legs, with a strap pas.s- 
ing round them and another small retajn- 
ing strap on one leg only. Care should 
be taken to keep all detail sharp and 
free from cement blobs and smears. 

The Diorama Base 

Cut a 3^ inch x 3i inch piece of 
1 inch thick block board or balsa and 
sand it completely smooth all round. 
Cover one side with green baize, felt or 
flock -paper, cut slightly oversize and 
bonded to the wood with Unibond or 
.some similar all-purpose adhesive. Trim 
off the surplus material when the adhesive 
has thoroughly set. This forms the under- 
side of the diorama, and prevents it from 
scratching polished tables or display 
areas. 

Now select a couple of flattish wedge- 
shaped rocks and attach them securely 
to the top side of the base. It is worth 
taking some trouble over the selection, 
since a good deal of the realism and 
attractiveness of the finished scene will 
depend upon the shapes and textures of 
the rocks. I am fortunate in being able 
to obtain specimens of many kinds of 
rock from my native Cornwall, but most 
localities can produce perfectly satis- 
factory material, old stone walls or 
derelict buildings being particularly likely 
sites. 

Epoxy type adhesive, Devcon, Araldite 
or similar, is best used to fix the rocks 
firmly to the wood, and they should be 
allowed to project forward over one edge 
of the base to create an impression of 
height (Fig 8). 

Coat the remaining area of wood 
around the rocks with Unibond and 
sprinkle on coarse sand or crushed rock, 
pressing it well down on to the adhesive. 
Shake off loose material when dry, and 
re-coat any bald areas, then attach a few 
smaller stones to the sand. A glance at 
the sketch and photographs will show 
how this is done. 

Finish off the diorama base by apply- 
ing a 1 inch black self-adhesive tape, 
PVC is ideal, around its edges, and it is 
ready to receive the figures. 

When these have been painted and are 
thoroughly dry, detach them from their 
temporary ba.ses and fix them firmly in 


Fictures on this page show the complete 
group arranged on the scenic base, plus 
a rear view of one figure. This small 
diorama won first place in the October 
competition of BMSS. 


position on the rocks. Use epoxy adhe- 
sive for this purpose, and make sure that 
any excess material that may get .smeared 
on the rock surfaces is well toned in with 
paint so that it matches the original 
colour. 

Having painted three Martini-Henry 
carbines — these can be scratch-built, con- 
verted from Almark rifles, or purcha.sed 
as metal castings from Greenwood and 
Ball, c/o 2 Imperial Drive, North 
Harrow, Middlesex — fix them to the dio- 
rama in appropriate positions. 

I have depicted the men of the section 
without their swords, since in practice 
these weapons would have been left with 
the horses under guard. After all, a man 
would find it difficult enough to climb a 
steep and treacherous slope whilst en- 
cumbered with heavy equipment and a 
carbine, without having a sword dangling 
at his hip and threatening to catch in 
crevices or get between his legs at every 
step. 

Those of you who tackle this little 
diorama will, I hope, find it very satis- 
fying and not too difficult. Tho.se who 
are familiar with the techniques may care 
to construct it by using plaster of paris 
or Polyfilla over suitable base shapes, 
then carving and pointing the rocks in 
the manner described by Michael Andress 
in his articles in this magazine, from time 
to time. However, the advantage of using 
real rock lies in the textures which are 
difficult to reproduce artificially. 



Blenheim Mk /. t49|l JI^AD. of II Squadron in India. It wears 
Type B roundels and rudder .serial in this wartime photograph 
(MoD). 



Part 31 : Japan enters the War 

L ong before the war, thought was directed to the defence of 
Singapore, the naval base from which Britain ruled the 
eastern seas. The Lords of the Admiralty maintained that any 
attack upon the base would be from ships of the Japanese Navy, 
and that it would be a frontal assault. To counter this an as.sort- 
ment of guns was installed pointing seawards, among them 
15 inch naval guns. To support their plans the Admiralty 
requested reconnaissance flying-boats and later some torpedo 
bombers. 

To the Air Staff an entirely different direction of attack seemed 
possible, eg, landings in Malaya and backdoor entry to the 
island. TTiis notion was largely dismissed by the principal occu- 
pants of Singapore, at great cost when the Japanese finally did 
attack. But once the possibility of a northern attack was accepted, 
a start was made at building a string of airfields throughout the 
Malay Peninsula, diflicult because of the vegetation, terrain, 
shortage of labour, and weather hardly conducive to the effort 
required : not to mention a general lack of belief in the need 
for the work. 

During August 1939, two squadrons of Blenheims left Britain 
for Singapore. They were No 34 Squadron from Watton and 
No 62 from Cranfie’d. Among the Blenheim Is which 34 took were 
LI 349, LI 394, LI 395 and L8366. 62’s aircraft included LI 131, 
LI 133, LI 134 and LI 259. Thc.se aircraft in Dark Green /Dark 
Earth /Night finish, with Type B roundels, wore their respective 
code letters, but on arrival at Tengah the codes were changed, 
34’s to EG and 62’s to PT. In India before the war, Blenheims 
were flying with Type A fuselage roundels and it is believed these 
were worn by the two Singapore-based squadrons. Also available 
at Singapore were Nos 36 and 100 Squadrons flying, antiquated 
Vildebeest torpedo bombers. Both squadrons, like those in 
Coa.stal Command, were scheduled to re-equip with Beauforts. 
The intention was to increase squadron strength in about 1940, 
and if there was any emergency, aircraft could be quickly flown 
to reinforce the Far East units via the many staging posts Britain 
held in the eastern world. The dangerous parallel between this 
plan and that which currently exists is plain to see despite the 
change in the world pattern. When the need for reinforcement 
arose the war in the Middle East was commandeering all the 
available reinforcement aircraft. The Royal Navy, in whose hands 
the defence of Singapore largely rested, was likewise fully engaged 
elsewhere to the limit of its strength and regrettably British poli- 
ticians never seem to learn from the most bitter experiences. 

By 1941 it was only too apparent that the Royal Air Force 
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would need to take the lion's share in defending Britain’s Far 
F^st territory. Its weakness there was extremely alarming, and 
so every means needed to be used to ensure the Japanese were 
not drawn into the war. A risk existed that the Japanese would 
invade Siam then stage an assault through Malaya. When this 
seemed likely, contingency plans for a British iircursion into Siam, 
and the bombing of any airfields the Japanese might then seize, 
were brought to a state of readiness. Their enaction would 
have precipitated war with Japan, and so the British stayed their 
hand. 

By December 1941, all aircraft in Singapore and Malaya were 
outdated. Amazingly there was no combined headquarters to 
control defensive operations for the 13 new operational airfields. 
This was to be a very serious omission. 

Early in the month, Hudsons of the RAAF spotted large con- 
voys of Japanese ships off Siam. The signs were ominous, but it 
was still policy to in no way provoke the Japanese. Then came 
Pearl Harbour, and on December 8, 1941, Japanese bombers 
raided Singapore. 

The RAF bomber force in Malaya presently comprised about 
35 Blenheims. These were mainly the Mk IVs of 34 Squadron 
still at Tengah, and Mk Is of 62 Squadron at Alor Star, whence 
they had moved in February. No 62 had about a dozen Blen- 
heim Is. These were supplemented by a small detachment from 
60 Squadron, Rangoon, on armament training at the Kuantan 
practice camp. The role of the two operational squadrons and 
the RAAF Hudsons was an anti-shipping one. Some crews for 
the squadrons had partly trained at a makeshift OTU established 
at Kluang, and equipped with Wirraways, ex-21 Squadron, 
RAAF, and some Blenheims loaned by 34 Squadron. It imme- 
diately disbanded when the Japanese attacked. All the units were 
very badly off for spares, so much so that they were permitted 
to fly each aircraft for only a maximum of five hours per month, 
so there was little flying. 

Such fighter support as might be available gave cause for alarm, 
for the aircraft would be Buffalos in squadrons only half ready 
for action. They faced a modern Japanese naval force whose 
equipment included the Mitsubishi Zero which, due to confusion 
in high places, they knew little about. Possible assistance might 
come from 22 Marylands and nine Buffalos that the Dutch had 
in the East Indies. 

Hudsons and Catalinas watched enemy shipping on December 
6 and 7 and on the latter day one of 205*s Catalinas was shot 
down. As Singapore was being bombed, a Japanese Army force 



/C4I75, a Vildebeeste III. which type was used by the two squad- 
rons Nos 36 and 100 based on Singapore. This aircraft belonged 
to No 36 Squadron. 
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Top to bottom: Vengeance / AN910:L of 82 Squadron based 
on a photograph taken in March 1943. Vengeance 1 1 /tN610 
recorded at Feltwell August 19, 1943, when with the Bombing 
Development Unit. Note the old type under wing roundel, in use 
long after it had been officially discarded. Such anomalies were 
not common — but this gives credence to the effect that official 
dates for marking changes cannot be accepted as giving a blanket- 
ing order and leading to full change. AN%^%-AP\'S1 were Ven- 
geance I. and EZ800-999 were Vultee Vengeance lA, Northrop- 
built and delivered under Lend-Lease. AF145-944 and /4yV538-837 
were Mk II. Vultee-built and delivered against British contract. 
The Mk I had the Wright GR-2600-A5B5 engine and probably 
the Mk I A had the 2600-19 engine. The Blenheim IV is Z7483 of 
60 Squadron in use at the start of 1942 in Burma, and is based 
upon a photograph. 

was landing at Kota Bharu on the east coast of Malaya and this 
was attacked by Nos 34 and 60 Squadrons, also RAAF Hudsons, 
while 1 1 Blenheims of 62 Squadron bombed Putani. Also on 
December 8 the Japanese, who had planned their skilful campaign 
with care, heavily attacked RAF airfields, destroying three Blen- 
heims of 34 Squadron at Tengah. Next day the Japanese reached 
Kota airfield and 34 Squadron attacked the invaders. A more 
important operation was quickly planned, against enemy airfields 
further north, in particular Singora in Siam. Crews from 34, 60 
and 62 Squadrons were assembled at Butterworth where, not long 
before, Japanese bombers had bombed 62 Squadron as it was 
landing and reduced its strength to two serviceable Blenheim Is. 
Just as the big raid was about to be launched, Japanese bombers 
again struck. Only one crew proceeded on the operation, cap- 
tained by Fit Lieut A. S. K. Scarf. He reached Singora, in it.self 
a gallant deed. But soon he was attacked by fighters, and mortally 
wounded. Nevertheless he brought his Blenheim back to Alor 
Star where he made a forced landing before he died. Record 
keeping at this time was chaotic and most of the official records 
for the campaign were lost. Much later, when news of his courage 
and example were known. Scarf was posthumously awarded the 
Victoria Cross. It was the first given for service in South East 
Asia. 

On December 10, Singora was again raided by six crews, three 
each from 34 and 60 Squadrons, three aircraft being lost. No 34 
Squadron also made coastal reconnaissance flights from Kuantan, 
and enemy bombers again bombed RAF bases, forcing 62’s two 
aircraft to flee from Butterworth to Taiping. Then all the Blen- 
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Top to bottom, above: Vengeance IV 131258 in 
British hands in 1943. The Mk IV was the A-35A 
supplied under Lend-Lease and Vultee-built. Many 
were used in Britain as target tugs. This one has 
traces of a larger fuselage roundel. AL591, a 
Liberator II. served with 159 Sqn in India. Another 
picture of a Liberator 1 1 said to be taken in India. 
It seems possible that this aircraft had served with 
108 Squadron before moving eastwards. 

heims of 34 and 62 that could be made airworthy flew to Singa- 
pore for complete overhaul. On December 12, 34 Squadron yet 
again raided Singora. but few of the eight crews managed to get 
there due to poor weather. 

It was then decided to hold the decimated Blenheim force at 
readiness for attacks on further landings on the coast. An urgent 
call came on December 23 when 34 Squadron was despatched 
to attack a convoy which appeared to be heading for Sumatra. 
The crews of 60 Squadron were sent back to Rangoon for possible 
operations over Burma, their aircraft swelling the meagre strength 
of 62 Squadron. 

On Christmas Eve the strength of 34 Squadron was about ten 
aircraft, and 62 had seven, all based at Tengah. Urgent pleas for 
reinforcement had fallen on neither deaf ears nor unwilling hands, 
but there were hardly any spare Blenheims available and the only 
possibility was really to transfer some squadrons. A dozen Blen- 
heims were nevertheless despatched, seven of which reached 34 
Squadron on Christmas Day. 

Fear now was that the enemy would also land on the west 
coast and for the first few days of January the Blenheims pat- 
rolled the area and on January 2, 3 and 4, 1942, attacked Port 
Swettenham. Such was the confusion now in the Army that useful 
supplies were being left behind in the hasty enforced retreat, and 
one of the sad tasks of the Blenheim squadrons was the destruc- 
tion of sorely-needed supplies and equipment. 

In an attempt to operate with reduced losses, some night raids 
against enemy airfields were attempted in which the Catalinas of 
205 Squadron joined. On 15th, three Blenheims operated against 
barges in the Liuggi River, under an escort of Buffalos, which 
can have hardly given the crews much sense of comfort. By now 
the Dutch Marylands had come into action, six of them joining 
nine Blenheims in an attack on barges in the Muar River on 
16th. Next day, Japanese bombers heavily raided Tengah and 
six Blenheims were badly damaged. No 62 Squadron was now 
completely decimated and it was decided to re-establish the unit 
and equip it with spare Hudson Ills currently arriving from 
Britain in lieu of Blenheims. 

All the time the Japanese Army was successfully conducting its 
Malayan campaign and advancing towards Singapore. Plans had 
hastily to be enacted for its evacuation amid scenes of chaos. 

Continued on next page 
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A pre-war shot (1939) of the Blenheims of II Squadron wearing YH codes and squadron crests on their fins. Note the Type A 
fuselage roundels with traces of the yellow surround previously worn when the aircraft were first delivered. 


Bombing Colours— continued 


Aircrew were a precious commodity and were ordered aboard 
the troopships, whereas lots were drawn amongst others to 
see who should go and who be left to the cruelty of the Japanese. 
One member of 34 Squadron related to me the story of how those 
tremendously gallant women in the Salvation Army tended the 
wounded and brought tea and comfort to the men who were to 
be left behind. As the last ship was about to sail thc.se brave 
souls refused to board her, so a group of aircrew rushed ashore 
and dragged the screaming women by their hair to safety. 

No 225 Group was formed on January 16 to continue bomber 
operations from Sumatra. Major reinforcements from the Middle 
East began to arrive on January 23, too late to save Malaya and 
too small in any case to stem the assault. Principally involved 
were Nos 84 and 211 Squadrons, whose ground crews were still 
coming by sea. Sixteen Blenheims of 84 Squadron moved into 
Palcmbang and 18 of 211 Squadron arrived between January 23 
and February 14. The remnants of Nos 34. 62 and the RAAF 
Hudson squadrons were sited on a ‘secret’ airfield cut in the 
jungle near Palcmbang, 34 Squadron bringing its six Blenheim 
IVs on January 26 and leaving the Buffalos and Hurricanes to 
fight it out over Malaya. Fewer than 50 aircraft reached Sumatra. 

All of the Blenheims were now in deplorable state and the 
reinforcement aircraft in a bad way after their long flights. The 
Blenheim force was used for convoy escort and attacks on 
Malayan airfields, although the journey to the latter was very 
long and difficult. Between January .30 and February 5 they 
managed 31 sorties. It was a worthy effort considering that on 
31st 34 Sqn had only six Mk IVs, 62 had acquired five Mk Is 
and 10 Hudson Ills, 84 had 10 Mk IVs and 211 had four Mk IVs. 
none of which were in anything but fair condition. By February 
14 there were 35 Blenheims left and most were unserviceable. 
No 27 Squadron, which had served as a Blenheim night-fighter 
unit virtually wiped out early in the campaign, had somehow 
contrived to exist again and on 14th its Blenheims, along with 
those of Nos 62, 84 and 211 Squadrons, attacked a convoy 
heading for Sumatra. They, with 84 and 211 Squadrons, repeated 
their attacks on 15th and repelled the convoy by their persistence, 
only to be ultimately beaten when the Japanese landed para- 
troops. 

With only six Blenheims left between them, the squadrons were 
ordered to Java on 18th. Five Blenheims next day attacked 
shipping at Palcmbang, repeating the operation on 20th and 21st. 
Then Japanese bombers struck at their new' base. Semplak. Never- 
theless, they managed to get three aircraft away on 23rd. the 
crews of which even claimed to sink a Japanese submarine! 

On March I. 84 Squadron was wiped out when the enemy 
army arrived at their base, Kalidjati. although a gallant band 
of survivors managed to escape and sail a small boat to Australia 
which they miraculously reached 44 days later. A grim end came 
to the Blenheim squadrons, which were simply wiped out. All 
along it had been the old story— too little equipment and men. 
the pay-off for years of political incompetence during the troubled 
peace. Clearly the obvious lesson has yet again not been learnt 
and in these years of ‘peace’ in the shadow of those dedicated to 
our destruction, defence is again neglected. 

The Fall of Burma 

The Japanese invasion of Burma had a two-fold purpose. A 
successful campaign would cut the supply route to China, and 
open the way for invasion of India and a thrust to join the 
Axis powers in the Middle East. In retrospect this would seem 
to have been almost impossible, for the supply lines would have 
required logistic support that the Japanese could surely never 
have afforded. The loss of India would have been a tremendous 
blow to the Allies. 
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Japan’s campaign against Burma opened with a ferocious attack 
on Rangoon on December 23, 1941. The only RAF units available 
for defence were Buffalos of 67 Squadron which had arrived at 
Rangoon from Malaya in October, and the Blenheim I and IV 
bombers of No 60 Squadron which also served as a communica- 
tions and light transport unit. Reinforcements to stem the 
invasion were urgently needed. This came in the form of Blen- 
heim IVs of 113 Squadron followed a few weeks later by No 45’s 
Blenheims. Both units now occupied Magwe Airport. 

No 113 Squadron reached Rangoon on Jar^iary 7. Next day 
it despatched seven Blenheim IVs including VA-C :Z9820. and two 
crews flying aircraft of 60 Squadron including MU-K:Z7630; 
target Bangkok Airport. All the aircraft wore Dark Green /Dark 
Earth/Sky camouflage; usual in this area where the later pro- 
duction Blenheims were in use. 

The Japanese advanced slowly into Burma and 45 Squadron 
mounted a raid on Mingaladon which brought a rapid reprisal. 
Some 230 bombers raided Magwe — and only six Blenheims were 
left. By March 1942 the bomber force was all but wiped out. In 
any case, the small bomber force could not hope to delay the 
invaders in a country where jungle gave cover, and mountains 
made flying hazardous. Added to this there was a massive drift 
of Burmese refugees northwards. 

No 1 1 Squadron had moved to Colombo, Ceylon, in March 
1942 and stayed until January 1943, placed there in case the 
enemy attempted a landing, or positioned a naval force to attack 
Trincomalec. It was not long before the anticipated attacks 
developed and 1 1 Squadron’s Blenheims went into action against 
shipping, losing five aircraft. 

The conquest of Burma, digestion of Malaya and other gains 
soon occupied the enemy’s resources. Then came the summer 
rains, halting operations. For the Japanese it was a time of con- 
solidation and preparation for an invasion of India. For the 
British the respite was a relief, allowing reinforcement aircraft 
in to the theatre of operations to support any army offensives. 
The Far East was, of course, an essentially American area of 
operations and one decision was to use, where possible, American- 
built aircraft in RAF squadrons. The flow of American aircraft 
built up, but still the quality of many left much to be desired, 
especially as there was a spares problem too. 

The Consolidated Liberator had found no niche in RAF 
bomber operations over northern Europe, but its long range was 
utilised by Coastal Command. This aspect was a great attraction 
and could clearly be put to good use in the Far East where 
distances are so vast. Therefore a quantity of Liberator I Is some 
with, and some without, dorsal turrets were routed to India via 
the Middle East in March 1942. They arrived at a time when 
there was a desperate need for heavy bombers and so were held 
in Egypt and Palestine whilst the situation in the Far East sorted 
itself out. Part of 159 Squadron arrived in India to await them 
in May 1942, moving to Salbani in September and to Digri in 
October, where it stayed until March 1944. The first few Libera- 
tors arrived in India in July 1942, including AL537 in Dark 
Green /Dark Earth /Night camouflage. Medium grey individual 
letters are said to have been carried, and by August AL53I, 
AL540, AL5I7. AL582, AL603 and AL579 arc believed to have 
been with the squadron. The arrival of the Liberators posed a 
problem for few spares were available for these relatively sophis- 
ticated aircraft, and this prevented operations until near the end 
of the year, by which time AL520, AL526 and AL53I were in use. 

In 1940 the Royal Air Force was somewhat reluctantly 
attracted to the idea of a fast dive-bomber, for the success of 
the Stuka as an army support weapon had been much in evidence. 
There was a clamour from ill-informed politicians in Parliament 
for a dive-bomber: as if one cou!d be pulled out of a hat. The 
Hawker Henley might have, indeed should have, been available. 

Continued on page 226 
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The Firebrand 

BLACKBURN’S RUGGED 
TORPEDO BOMBER MAKES 
AN ATTRACTIVE 
CONVERSION SUBJECT 
FROM EXISTING KITS 

By Bryan Philpott 

D esigned to specification N.II/40 the Blackburn type B.37, 
Firebrand was originally conceived as a short-range ship- 
board interceptor and underwent several design changes before 
it eventually went into service with the Fleet Air Arm. The 
prototype flew with a liquid-cooled Sabre 1 1 1 engine in February 
1942 and was followed in July of the same year with a fully- 
equipped second prototype which underwent deck landing trials 
on board HMS Illustrious. 

Long before this, however, the Admiralty had decided that the 
aircraft did not offer a great enough improvement over the 
Seafire so development as an interceptor was abandoned in 
favour of a torpedo-strike fighter, a role to which the Firebrand 
— with its high load carry capability — was ideally suited. As Sabre 
engines were needed for Typhoon production, the air-cooled 
18 cylinder Centaurus engine was substituted and a third proto- 
type constructed with this power-plant. 

By the time the principal production model, the Firebrand 4, 
subject of this conversion, was ready for service, the second 
world war was over. But this aircraft, now powered by a Cen- 
taurus VII or XI, went into service in 1947, going to sea with 
810 and 813 Squadrons aboard HMS Implacable, and served the 
Fleet well until replaced by the Wyvern. This conversion, like 
the Fulmar {Airfix Magazine. August 1969), enables naval aircraft 
enthusiasts to add another important and interesting model to 
their collections. 



Top: The Firebrand outer wing sections converted from the 
Skyraider parts, showing clearly the new tips which have here 
been undercoated after sanding and cementing. The Skyraider 
tailplane is shown with the new trailing edge extension strip. 
Above : Fuselage nearing completion showing new tail and wing 
root intakes . 

Although not difficult, the conversion is one that needs some 
experience and makes an ideal subject for those modellers who 
have successfully completed something a little simpler and now 
want a model that will tax their skills just a shade more. It would 
be possible to use some parts from other kits; for example, the 
engine cowling from the Frog Sea Fury, but I tried to use the 
Skyraider parts as much as possible to prevent too much canni- 
balisation, and also to keep costs within the reach of younger 
modellers anxious to try a harder conversion but not wishing to 
risk too much capital outlay. 

STAGE 1 Trace ihc Firebrand Tuselagc profile onto some light cardboard 
such as a post card, then cut this out and use it to mark the new top fuselage line 
on the Skyraider fuselage parts 6 and 9. Remove the unwanted plastic with either 
a sharp knife or a fret-saw with a new blade. Clean up the cut lines, then cement 

Continued on next page 


A fine view of the completed model which makes a good addition to a collection of Fleet Air Arm models. The serial was still to 
he added when the model was pictured. Propeller in this case comes from a Tempest V which had been converted to a Mk II, but 



Prop and spinner from Mould new canopy 
spares bo)t or Revell or re-work Skyraider’s 
Typhoon 



Remove shaded portion to give 
key to balsa 


be necessary to contour the cowlinit into the fuselase in places and in others, 
remove part of the fuselase to mate the cowlins. But this will quickly become 
apparent and should present no problems. Complete the fuselafte by addins a seat 
from Plasticard or re-workins the Skyraider seat, add an arrestor hook and the 
tail wheel. The latter can be the Skyraider’s slightly modifled as it is hidden by 
the doors, which arc fashioned from Plasticard. 

STAGE 4 Cement the Skyraider centre-section in place but make sure no 
dihedral is present. Fill the gaps between the fuselage and wing roots with putty, 
and add the root intakes with two small balsa blocks which should be shaped as 
shown on the plan. Fill the wheel wells with thin Plasticard and putty and add the 
new trailing edge from 30 thou Plasticard. The drawing shows this part quite 
clearly, and when added it gives the straight trailing edge to the centre-section 
that was so apparent on the Firebrand. 1 found it best to sand quite a large part 
away from the Skyraider trailing edge and tips where Plasticard parts were to be 
added, as this gave a much better area to which the Plasticard was cemented, thus 


avoiding any tendency of this material to 'curl*. Wing tips are made and added as 
shown on the plan and the outboard panels are then firmly cemented to the 
centre-section. When dry All the wing-folding Joints with filler, fair in the new 
trailing edges with putty and sand the whole assembly smooth. 

STAGE 5 The Firebrand tailplane was smaller in span than the Skyraider's 
but the latter is easily adapted using the same method as that employed on the 
wings, of adding a new Plasticard trailing edge. Although only one half is shown 
on the plan, it is best to make the new trailing edge in one strip, then cement the 
reshap^ Skyraider 'planes to it leaving a space in the centre the thickness of the 
fin. By doing this it will be found that the tailplane assembly can easily be mated 
to the fin and rudder, and any gaps left filled with stopper or putty. 

STAGE 6 The undercarriage legs are the Skyraider's shortened to the 
correct length, but before fixing these in place, cut the wheel wells in the position 

Continued on page 209 
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ARTILLERY AND WARGAME FIGURES 


BRITISH NAPOLEONIC 

CAVALRY (BNC) RIDERS 

BNC I Heavy Dragoon, 
charging 

BNC 3 Heavy Dragoon. 

officer, charging 

BNC 4 Heavy Dragoon, 
trumpeter 

BNC 6 Royal Scots Greys 
Trooper, at rest 
sword over 
shoulder 

BNC 8 Royal Scots Greys 
Officer, at rest, 
pointing 

BNC 9 Royal Scots Greys 
Trumpeter, at 
rest 

BNC II Household Cavalry 
Trooper, at rest, 
sword over 
shoulder 

BNC 13 Household Cavalry 
Officer, at rest, 
sword over 
shoulder 

BNC 14 Household Cavalry 
Trumpeter, at 
rest, trumpet 
against thigh 


FRENCH NAPOLEONIC 

CAVALRY (FNC) RIDERS 

FNC I Line Dragoon, at rest 
position 

FNC 3 Line Dragoon officer, 
pointing 

FNC 4 Line Dragoon trum* 
peter, at rest 

FNC 6 Cuirassier Trooper, 
charging. leaning 
forward 

FNC 8 Cuirassier Officer, 
charging 

FNC 9 Cuirassier Trum- 
peter. charging, 
slung trumpet 

FNC 1 1 Carabinier Trooper, 
charging. leaning 
back 

FNC 13 Carabinier Officer, 
charging 

FNC 14 Carabinier Trum- 
peter. sounding 
charge 

FNC 16 Line Hussar 

Trooper, in Shako, 
charging 

FNC 18 Line Hussar Officer, 
in Colback. 
charging 


ALMARK 
PUBLICATIONS 
Waffen SS 16 pages colour 
Paper £1.75, Bound £2.25 
German Combat Uniforms 
with 7 pages in colour 

Paper 87jp, Bound £1.25 
Japanese Army Uniforms with 

7 pages in colour 

Paper 87ip, Bound £1.35 
New Edition Scottish Regi- 
ments and Uniforms 8 pages 
in colour 

Paper £1.00. Bound £1.50 
Regiments at Waterloo with 

8 pages in colour 

Paper £1.25. Bound £1.75 
Wehrmacht Div., Signs with 
8 pages in colour 

Paper £1.25. Bound £1.65 
British Military Markings with 
7 pages in colour 

Paper £1.25. Bound £1.75 
British Infantry Colours with 

7 pages in colour 

Paper £1.00. Bound £1.50 
Indian Cavalry Regiments 
with 7 pages in coloi-r 

Paper £1.25. Bc>nd £1.75 
German Infantry I9r4-I8 with 

8 pages in colour 

Paper £1.00. Bound £1.50 
German Artillery 1914-18 
with 8 pages in colour 

Paper 87Jp, Bound £1.35 
Above and all other pub- 
lished Alnnark titles car- 
ried in stock. S.A.E. for full 
details 

Scottish Regiments and 
Uniforms 1660-1914 by A. 
H. Bowling. New expanded 
edition of the earlier Almark 
title, completely revised. 9 
colour plates, details, draw- 
ings and photos. Paperback 
£1.00; Hardback £1.50. 


BMW 

NEWS 

LETTER 

£1.00 

PER 

ANNUM 


SAMPLE COPY lOp 


NEW FROM TAMIYA 

NEW TAMIYA 

complete with crew 99p 
Additional crew for other models 30p 

★ ★★★★★★ 


Pan^KanipfN^JAiBf F/BB: 


VOSPER 


FAST PATROL BOAT PERKASA 


LUNIFOIIME ET LES ARMES 
DBS SOLDATS 
DU PREMIER KMHRK 


cwMarman 

FUN KEN BOOKS ALL £2.25 ea. 
Uniforms and Arms of all Times 
Vol. I 

Uniforms and Arms of all Times 
Vol. 2 

Uniforms and Arms 1st Empire 
Vol. I 

Uniforms and Arms 1st Empire 
Vol. 2 

Uniforms and Arms World War One 
Vol. I 

NEW UNIFORMS AND ARMS 
WORLD WAR ONE Vol. 2 


1/72 scale with crew £3.99 
motorised for full working. 


HINCHLIFFE MODELS 


LES HIGGINS’ 

^"WARGAME FIGURES^" 


These are in sets of 4 figures for 
Infantry and two of Cavalry at 29p per 

set. 

20 mm FIGURINES 
’Marlborough* Series 
MP/I Grendadier, shouldered arms at 
attention. 

MP/2 Grenadier, standing casually, 
arms grounded 

MP/3 Grenadier, throwing grenade. 
MP/4 Grenadier, advancing. 

MP/5 Grenadier, standing, Erin-. 
MP/6 Grenadier, at ready 
MP/7 Grenadier, charging. 

MP/8 Grenadier, loading 
MP/9 Grenadier, kneeling, firing. 
MP/IO Musketeer, loading. 

MP/I I Musketeer, shouldered arms at 
attention. 

MP/12 Musketeer, standing, firing. 
MP/I 3 Musketeer, kneeling, firing. 
MP/I 4 Musketeer, at ready. 

MP/I 5 Musketeer, standing arms 
grounded. 

MP/I 6 Musketeer, advancing. 

MP/I 7 Grenadier, flourishing sword. 

Musketeer/Officer ditto 
MP/I 8 Drummer (Tricorne). 

Drummer (Grenadier). 


MP/I 9 Officer (Tricorne) with 
spontoon. 

Militia Officer with stick. 

Ensign carrying colour. 

N.C.O. (tricorne) with pike. 

MP/20 Artillery Crew. 

MP/21 Cavalryman (tricorne) with 
carbine and horse. 

MP/22 Cavalryman (tricorne) with 
drawn sabre and horse. 

MP/23 Officer (tricorne) with baton 
and horse. 

MP/24 Horse Grenadier with carbine 
and horse. 



Blandford 
Publications 
Military Uni- 
forms of the 
World £1.50 
Infantry 
Uniforms 
1742-1855 

£1.50 

Infantry Uni- 
forms 1855- 
1939 £1.50 

Cavalry 
Uniforms 

£1.50 


★ ★ NEW HISTOREX ★ ★ 


ROYAL NORTH BRITISH DRA- 
GOONS 

2nd Dragoons ’’SCOTS GREYS" 1812- 
1815 

OFFICER — GUIDON — TRUM- 
PETER ~ DRAGOON ~ all in full 
dress, bearskin, coat, buttoned 
overalls £1.65 each 


COMPLETE 

ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOGUE 

40p 

HUMBROL 
Colour Sets 


Combat Uniforms 

Ceremonial 
Uniforms 54p 
Military 

Equipment 54p 
Craft Knife with 
two blades I5p 
Body Putty I5p 
Mek-Pak Small 


Large 





MEN AT ARMS SERIES 


French Foreign 
Legion 

The Stonewall 
Brigade 

The Black Watch 
Foot Grenadiers 
And now the 
following new 
titles: 

Chasseurs of the 
Guard 
Coldstream 
Guards 
Waffen SS 
Iron Brigade 

P.S.L. BOOKS 
How to go Plastic 
Modelling £1.50 
How to go Col- 
lecting Model 
Soldiers £2.03 
Advanced Plastic 
Modelling £2.00 
World Uniforms 
in Colour 
Volume I £1.50 
World Uniform; 
in Colour 
Volume II £1.53 



"ROSE" Paints 
A quick-drying 
water paint. 

Black. White. 

Lt. Blue, Yellow. 
Dk. Blue. Scarlet. 
Crimson. Light 
Green. Dk. Green 
Brown. 

Any of the above 
colours can be 
used over another 
or mixed 


BMW MODELS, 327-329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, S.W.19 01-540 7333/4 
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MOTORCYCLES 

LARGE MOTOR CYCLE KITS-1/6th Scale 


G0007 

Honda CB 750 


£7.99 

G0008 

Dax Honda 


£3.50 

CARS 



CAR KITS-1/12th Scale 



G0018 

Ferrari 312B FI 


£4.40 

G0011 

Honda Formula 1 


£4.40 

G0012 

Porsche Carrera 910 


£6.50 

G0013 

Lotus 49— Formula 1 


£4.40 

G0014 

Lotus 49B— Formula 1 


£4.40 

G0015 

Matra MS-11— Formula 1 


£4.40 

G0016 

Lola T70 Mk. Ill 


£7.99 

G0130 

1/12th Scale Driver Figure 


35p 

MOTORISED CAR KITS— 1/18th Scale 



G0099 

V.W. Buggy 


£2.99 

G0100 

Porsche Carerra 910 


£2.99 

G0101 

Nissan R381 


£2.99 

G0102 

McLaren M8 A 


£2.99 

G0103 

Lola T-160 TS 


£2.99 

G0104 

Subaru R2 Minicar 


£1.80 

G01S1 

Honda N360 Minicar 


£1.80 

TANKS, AFVs, ETC. 



TANKS— 1/25th Scale with interior detail 


G0032 

Tiger 1 


£6.50 

G0073 

Tiger 1 Remote Control— Two Motors 

£7.99 

TAN KS-1 /21st and 1/25th Scale-Motorised 


G0001 

U.S. M4— Sherman 

1/21 

£3.99 

G0002 

German PZKW3— 

1/21 

£3.99 

G0043 

German 75 mm Assault Gun 

1/21 

£3.99 

G0033 

Russian T34 Tank 

1/25 

£4.50 

G0036 

British Chieftain Tank 

1/25 

£5.30 

G0062 

SU100 Russian Assault Gun 

1/25 

£4.50 

G0044 

U.S. M2 Gun— 155 mm— No Motor 

1/21 

£1.75 


TANKS ETC.-1/35th Scale-All Motorised 


G0003 Russian JSIII Stalin £2.30 

G0004 T55 Russian Tank £1.60 

G0005 British Centurion Tank ^ £2.60 

G0006 T34 Russian Tank £1.40 

G0017 British Chieftain Tank £2.30 

G0027 M4 A3 E8 Sherman (U.S.A.) £1.60 

G0028 U.S. Army M60 A-1 Tank £2.60 

G0029 Japanese Type 61 Tank £2.30 

G0037 German King Tiger Tank £2.30 

G0038 German Hunting Tiger Tank £2.30 

G0040 Saladin Armoured Car £1.15 

G0041 M8 Armoured Car 99p 

G0049 U.S. M551 Sheridan Tank £2.30 

G0053 German Leopard Tank £2.30 

G0057 U.S. M36 Type B2 Destroyer £1.60 

G0060 Tiger 1 £2.30 

G0061 U.S. M42 Duster £1.80 

G0068 German Panther Tank £2.30 

G0069 German Rommel (Jagd Panther) £2.30 

G0063 U.S. M41 Tank £1.60 

G0067 Russian SU100 Assault Gun £1.40 

TAN KS— 1/35th Scale with two motors and 
Remote Control 

G0055 German Leopard Tank £2.99 

G0056 King Tiger Tank £2.99 

G0058 Hunting Tiger Tank £2.99 

G(X)76 Tiger I £2.99 

G0096 Russian JSIII Stalin £2.99 

G0097 German Panther Tank £2.99 

G0098 German Rommel Tank £2.99 

G0131 U.S. M41 Walker Bulldog £2.40 

G0132 U.S. M4 A3 E8 Sherman £2.40 

G0133 U.S. M42 Duster £2.40 

G0134 Russian T34 Tank £2.25 

G0135 Russian SU100 Jukoff £2.25 

G0144 U.S. M60-A1 Cheyenne £3.50 


TANKS 1/21st and 1/25th Scale with Two Motors 
and Remote Control 

G0039 British Chieftain 1/25 £6.99 

G0050 U.S. “Big Shot” 1/21 £5.70 

G0051 German Panther 1/25 £6.99 

G0054 German Jagd Panther “Rommel" 1/25 £6.99 

G0073 Tiger 1 with Interior Detail 1/25 £7.99 

G0074 Russian T-34 Tank 1/25 £5.70 

G0075 Russian SU-100 “Jukoff” 1/25 £5.70 


TANKS, ARMOUR, ARMOURED VEHICLES- 
1/35th Scale 

G0026 British 6 Pdr. Anti Tank Gun 70p 

G0030 V.W. Kubelwagen 70p 

G0047 German PZKW 11 Ausf. F/G Tank with 

4 Afrika Korps 99p 

G0066 German PZKW3 Ausf. M/N with German 

Officer Set £1.85 

G0059 V.W. Schwimmwagen Amphibious Jeep 70p 


1 

1 


I 


All prices on this list are suggested selling 
prices only and we reserve the right to change 
them without notice 


TANKS— 1/48th Scale— Motorised 
G0019 Jagdpanzer “Kanone” 85p 

G0020 T34 Volga Tank 85p 

G0021 Swedish S Tank 85p 

G0022 M60 A1 Patton Tank 85p 

G0023 SU-85 Assault Gun 85p 

G0024 U.S. M60 Victor Tank 85p 

G0025 U.S. A-l E-l Cheyenne Tank 85p 

FIGURES 

MILITARY FIGURES-1/35th Scale 
G0118 3 German Tank Crew 20p 

G0119 4 German Infantry Soldiers 24p 

G0129 4 U.S. Army Tank Crew 24p 

G0139 4 British Infantry Soldiers 24p 

G0149 4 German Afrika Korps Soldiers 24p 

G0160 4 German Army Officers 24p 

G0150 4 German Parachute Troops 24p 

BOATS 

FAST PATROL BOAT— 1/72nd Scale— Motorised 

G0128 Vosper Fast Patrol Boat “Perkasa" £4.40 

TORPEDO BOAT KITS-Motorised 

G0161 Russian Vostock 70p 

G0162 J. F. Kennedy 70p 

G0163 British Vosper 70p 

G0165 Swedish Polaris 70p 

G0166 Japanese PT-1 70p 

WATERLINE SHIPS 

TAMIYA-AOSHIMA WATERLINE SHIPS- 
1/700th Scale 

G0156 Japanese Heavy Cruiser “Suzuya” 85p 

G0157 Japanese Heavy Cruiser “Mogami” 85p 

G0158 Japanese Heavy Cruiser “Takao” 85p 

G0159 Japanese Heavy Cruiser “Chokal” 85p 

G0170 Japanese Battleship “Yamato” £1.65 

G0171 Japanese Battleship “Musashi” £1.65 


SPACE 

1/70th Scale APOLLO SPACE SERIES 

G0127 Apollo Lunar Spacecraft complete 

(Incl. Lunar Module)— Motorised £2.40 


AIRCRAFT 

MINI-JET FIGHTER SERIES 1/100th Scale 


G0105 Corsair 36p 

G0106 Mig 19 

G0107 Sky hawk 36p 

G0108 Lightning 36p 

G0109 Mirage 36p 

G0110 Flat 91 36p 

G0111 Starfighter F104 36p 

G0112 Saab J35F Draken 36p 

G0113 Mig-21 Fishbed 36p 

G0114 Saab AV37 Viggen 55p 

G0115 Iroquois Helicopter 36p 

G0116 Grumman Intruder 55p 

G0117 F-4E Phantom II 55p 

G0138 Hawker Siddeley Buccaneer 55p 

G0140 Boeing B52F Stratofortress £3.99 

G0141 British Phantom 2F 4K/M 55p 

G0142 Iliyushin IL-28 55p 

G0143 Huey Cobra Helicopter 36p 

G0152 Boeing Vertol KU-107 Military Helicopter 55p 

G0153 Boeing Vertol KU-107-11 Civil Helicopter 55p 

G0154 Sikorsky SH-3A/D Sea King 55p 

FIGHTER KITS-1/72nd Scale-Japanese 

G0091 Zerosen 36p 

G0092 Shoki 36p 

G0093 Raiden 36p 

G0094 Hayate 36p 

G0095 Shinden 36p 

FIGHTER KITS-1/50th Scale-Japanese 

G0080 Zero Fighter 70p 

G0081 Shidenkai MIK2J 70p 

G0082 Raiden 70p 

G0083 Zero No. 63 70p 

G0084 Shoki No. 2 70p 

G0085 KI-61 Hien 70p 

G0086 Hayabusa 70p 

G0087 KIlOO Type S Model 1A 70p 

G0088 Saiun No. 9 (MYRT) £1.45 

G0089 Dive Bomber Type 99 £1.20 

G0090 Zerosen Pete £1.20 


See them in your hobby shop now 


DISTRIBUTED BY 
RICHARD KOHNSTAM LTD. 

13-15* HIGH STREET 

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, HERTS, ENGLAND 







Don’t miss two of the year’s 
best plastic modelling books 

Airfix magazine annual 

for modellers 

Edited by Chris Ellis, Editor of Airftx Magazine 

This new annual contains a fully illustrated collection of features covering all the most 
popular aspects of model making from plastic kits. Edited by Chris Ellis and written mainly 
by expert Airfix Magazine contributors, the book contains 20 interesting, informative articles 
on such topics as basic rules of kit building, painting and simple converting for beginners; 
building a Western Desert setting for wargames or display; markings for the F5 Freedom 
Fighter; how to alter static plastic ships to sail or motor; the Ark Royal story; uniforms of the 
flying services; simple model photography; Me 262 conversions; an extra-large selection of 
aircraft and military pictures from the ‘Photopage’ flies, a military quiz, and many other topics 
of vital interest to modellers. 

This instructive book, published in association with Airfix Products Ltd, will be eagerly 
read by all keen modellers, young and old, beginners or experts. It offers both invaluable 
reference material and a mass of practical modelling ideas and tips. 246 photographs and 
70 drawings. Case bound with full-colour cover. £1.25 net, plus 13p p & p. 



Spitfire 

No 1 : Classic Aircraft, Their History and How to Model Them 

By Roy Cross and Gerald Scarborough 

This exciting new book, published in association with Airfix Products Ltd, is divided into two 
parts. Part One, by Roy Cross, the well-known aviation writer, gives the early history of the 
aircraft, including the Supermarine’s Schneider Cup Trophy designs, their influence on the 
Spitfire’s evolution, the design of the Spitfire itself and its development from a prototype into 
one of the most famous aircraft types of all time. Part Two is by Gerald Scarborough, expert 
modeller and contributor to Airfix Magazine. This section is devoted to a thorough coverage 
of the huge Airfix 1:24 scale Spitfire kit, and shows how the basic model can be turned into 
a super-detailed, museum quality replica. Also there are instructions for converting the 
model Into other marks, including the Spitfire VB and the Seafire IIC, and hints on painting 
and display. Covering the Marks I to V, this informative book, which will appeal to both 
aircraft modellers and aviation enthusiasts, is superbly illustrated with 176 photographs and 
35 drawings. Case bound with full-colour cover. £1.50 net, plus 13p p & p. 

Order now from your bookseller, model shop, or direct from the publishers: 

Patrick Stephens Limited, 9 Ely Place, London EC1N 6SO (Tel: 01-405 2297) 


I To: Patrick Stephens Ltd, 9 Ely Place, London EC1N 6SQ. Or: Your leading bookseller or model shop. 
I Please send me one copy of AIRFIX MAGAZINE ANNUAL FOR MODELLERS SPITFIRE*. 


I I enclose my remittance of £1.25/£1.50*, plus 13p per copy post and packing. | 

I NAME I 

I ADDRESS I 

I (Please use block capitals) •Deiete as applicable ^^12) [ 

208 AIRFIX magazine 



Wing root intakes 
from Paisa blocks 


Undercarriage doors from 
20 thou Plasticard 


See picture on pase 203 
for roundel positions 



Blackburn Firebrand TF4 
1 : 72 Scale 

Drawings by 
Bryan Philpott 



New wingtip from Plasticard. 
Sand original wings to heavy 
black line to give better 
key for Plasticard tips 
and tail elevators 


Top view of com- 
pleted fuselage shows 
extent of Brummer 
Stopping used to 
achieve shape. 


shown on the plan. Once the legs are flrmly set add the doors from 20 thou 
Plasticard and fashion the torpedo mounting from scrap plastic. The torpedo 
itself can come from the spares box or can be made with a piece of dowling and 
Plasticard. Wing cannons are made from stretched sprue as is the aerial post on 
the fuselage which is angled forwards. 

The propellor came from a Revell Tempest V and was cemented in place whilst 
the canopy was moulded, but the Skyraider’s. with a little work, can be adapted. 
Scratch marks in this operation should be removed with toothpaste. 

The Firebrand can be finished in the immediate post-war Fleet Air Arm. 
camoufiage but for my model 1 choose the Sky and dark sea grey of the 'fifties. 
Roundels came from a Frog Wyvern whilst the serial. Royal Navy* and fuselage 
codes were from a Dri-Dee sheet. 

The writer would like to thank John Hutchings for his help 
in supplying details for this conversion. 
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Crane in 1943, with her tripod mast and 'lantern' pylon, provides 
another variant. Her armament was like Lapwing’s, except that 
she had only one twin Oerlikon aft. 

‘Black Swan’ 
class sloops 

PART 2: THE MODELS 

By Peter Hodges 



T his month's article is concerned in the main with modelling 
examples of the "Black Swan’ class sloops and their variants. 
But first, a few additional remarks on the ships as a whole. 


A far cry from her days as an Admiralty Yacht, Enchantress rolls 
heavily as she escorts a 1941 Atlantic convoy. The after gun is 
a 3 inch HA, supplemented by Oerlikons. 


Weapons and war service 

In September 1939, only the three ‘Bitterns* and the three ‘Egrets' 
were in commission, for although both Black Swan and Flamingo 
had been launched, they had not, at that time, been completed. 

Of the six earlier ships, two — Enchantress and Stork — were 
not immediately ready for war service, leaving Bittern. Egret, 
Auckland and Pelican as the only reasonably well-armed war- 
ships of their size to enter into a ship-versus-aircraft conflict. A 
handful of fully converted ‘V’ and ‘W’ class destroyers were 
available and the first of the ‘Hunt’ class was soon to appear ; 
but on the whole, the Royal Navy was perilously short of ade- 
quately armed escorts. To these few modern sloops in commis- 
sion, Fleetwood should be added, for she, alone of her class, had 
twin 4 inch HA and a fire control system; but all the others 
either had no control sy.stem, or if they were of the destroyer 
type, had only a low-angle main armament. 

Referring to the table of E.scort Sloops in Part 1. it .should 
be noted that even in 1941, Stork, as leader, was backed up in 
her convoy duties by one ‘Grimsby’ class sloop and only ‘Flower’ 
class corvettes. 

The story of the naval side of the Norwegian Campaign has 
been admirably told by Donald Macintyre in his book Narvik 
(Pan British Battle series) and needs no repetition here. What is 
of particular interest, however, is that in reading his account, one 
sees that almost all the new sloops were committed to the waters 
of Norway. 

Enchantress, with her low-angle 4.7 inch can be immediately 
discounted ; Stork and Egret were probably refitting ; but the 
names of Fleetwood, Bittern. Auckland, and Pelican appear fre- 
quently, joined by Black Swan and Flamingo, who by this time 
(April 1940) were both fully in commission. 

Two points arise from Macintyre’s work. Firstly, that the 
Stuka dive-bombers quickly seized on the weak spot of the 
ships and atacked from the .stern {Bittern had her stern blown 
off and Black Swan received a direct hit on her quarterdeck 
from a bomb that luckily failed to explode until it had passed 


right through the ship); and secondly, he describes the sloops 
as ‘Anti-aircraft ships' — which by the standards of the day is 
justifiable. 


CLASS STATE — SHIPS REMAINING 


July 1940 

September 1943 

September 1944 

Enchantress 

Enchantress 

Enchantress 

Stork 

Stork 

Stork 

Egret 

Pelican 

Pelican 

Auckland 

Black Swan 

Black Swan 

Pelican 

Flamingo 

Flamingo 

Black Swan 

Erne 

Erne 

Flamingo 

Woodpecker 

Cygnet 

Cygnet 

Wren 

July 1941 

Wren 

Whimbrel 

Enchantress 

Whimbrel 

Kite 

Stork 

Chanticleer 

Starling 

Egret 

Kite 

Wild Goose 

Pelican 

Starling 

Crane 

Black Swan 

Wild Goose 

Woodcock 

Flamingo 

Crane 

Pheasant 

Erne 

Woodcock 

Redpole 

Ibis 

Pheasant 

Magpie 


Redpole 

Amethyst 

December 1942 

Magpie 

Hart 

Enchantress 

Lapwing 

Stork 


Lark 

Egret 


Hind 

Pelican 


Mermaid 

Black Swan 
Flamingo 


Peacock 

Erne 

Ships lost after Sept. 

1944 

Woodpecker 

Kite 


Cygnet 

Lark (later salved by Russia) 

Lapwing 


Ships completed too late for war service in 
Europe 

Alacrity 

Opossum 

Modeste 

Nereide 

Actaeon 

Snipe 

Sparrow 
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fn 1952, well-equipped with weaponry and Radars. Modeste 
typified the final development of the 'Black Swans'. 


A more difficult position than that in which the embattled 
ships found themselves can hardly be imagined. Hemmed in by 
the .steep and lofty mountains fringing the fiords, and with little 
sea-room in which to manoeuvre, they fought olT successive 
waves of dive-bombers, whose approach they could only hear. 
If their fire control system was second-best, at least they demon- 
strated the value of the twin 4 inch HA mounting. No doubt, 
too, the lessons learned in the ill-fated Norwegian encounter were 
at least partly instrumental in the re-arming of the ‘Tribal’ class 
destroyers. 

Referring to one of this month's tables, it will be seen that it 
was not until 1943 that the ships began to enter service in any 
significant numbers: and remembering the vital part this class 
played in helping to win the Battle of the Atlantic, one can only 
regret that we did not start the war with thirty or forty of them. 

From the launch of Woodpecker onwards, they moved down 
the slipways on a more or less monthly basis, and clearly took 
whatever close-range weapons were available at the time. It is 



this as much as anything that makes the group so interesting to 
model, for the variations were considerable as can be seen from 
the appropriate table. Added interest lies in the very extensive 
depth-charge armament of some of the ‘Modified’ ships, which 
had as many as eight throwers. The extra units on the forward 
part of the quarterdeck were angled sharply towards the stern 
and presumably could be used instead of the after quartet in the 
standard ‘10-Pattern’ attack or in addition to them in the 
‘smothering’ tactics evolved by Captain Walker. 

Some, too, had a ‘Slit Hedgehog‘ mortar on ‘B’ gundeck. This 
functioned in the same way as the ‘Hedgehog’ described in ‘River 
Class Frigates’ (Airfix Magazine June 1971), but was divided into 
two separate mountings of twelve spigots each, offset to port and 
starboard of the centre line. This arrangement was used on ships 
where there was no space (because of the presence of gun- 
mountings) for a normal 24-spigot weapon. In the ‘Black Swans’ 
this A/S device was sited between ‘B’ gun and the bridge. The 
controls were fitted to one ‘half to which the other was connected 
by mechanical linkages so that both rolled in stabilised move- 
ment together. To protect ‘B’ mounting from the effects of the 
mortar when it fired, folding wire-mesh screens were raised 
between the 4 inch and the ‘Hedgehog’. The gundeck then 
became somewhat restricted in space, for there were ready u.se 
lockers for both the gun and the mortar as well as the crew 
shelter. The latter could hardly have held the crews of both at 
the same time but perhaps the gun’s crew stood down when the 
mortar was in action, with only ‘A’ gun closed up to take on 
the U-boat if she was forced to the surface. 

Photographs 

This month, the photographs show some of the ships discussed 
and also typical camouflage schemes. Crane's hull is white, mid- 
and very dark grey, with light grey pendant numbers. Her decks 
were mid-grey. Lark has the simplified scheme — off-white with a 
lightish grey band at quarterdeck level. Her pendant number is 
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‘counterchanged’ and she has very dark grey gun curtains and 
blast bags. Her decks would be of approximately the same tone 
as the lower-hull grey. The same off-white has been u.sed on the 
quarters of Cygnet, darkening through light grey to mid-grey for 
the largest area and for her decks. Notice the pure-white under- 
sides of the whaler — painted thus to neutralise deep cast shadow. 


i i i 



Cygnet features in the variants table. Here, the starboard quad 
pom-pom is clearly visible abaft the funnel. Notice her tripod 
forema.st and 'crowsnest'. Left : Most famous of the class was 
Amethyst, here seen returning shell-scarred from the Yangzte 
action in 1949. Note the 'plugged' shell holes near the waterline. 

Modelling the ships 

Like the ‘River’ class frigates, these sloops can be made from 
a Hotspur kit hull, with the more difficult fittings — boats, davits, 
4 inch mountings, etc, taken from the spare parts box. But for 
those who prefer to make waterline models (and there is much 
to be said for this), a complete hull can be made from wood. 
Obeche is the best, because it is more robust than balsa and is 
less prone to splinter on sharp edges. A useful scheme is to 
slightly undercut the depth, so as to be able to cement a plastic 
deck overlay, upon which the fitting can then be assembled in 
the usual way. 

Drawings 

Pelican, Black Swan, and Alacrity were chosen because they 
are examples of the three main groups but by reference to the 
Equipment Table, the reader will be able to model a number of 
Modified variants. 

*Egret’ class drawing 

This shows the appearance of Pelican in about 1941-42 as an 
Atlantic escort, with ‘X* 4 inch replaced by a quad pom-pom. At 
this time she had single Oerlikons on the bridge wings and a 
second pair on high platforms abreast the Radar ‘lantern’. Notice 
her tripod foremast, crossed by two yards, and particularly that 
the position of her superstructure units differed slightly from 
those of the later classes, which were some six feet longer in 
overall length. As an Atlantic escort, she was painted white with 
very pale blue-green panels, indicated by the enclosed areas on 
the hull. Upper and quarter decks were natural wood and all 
other upward-facing .surfaces light grey, including the fo’c’sle 
forward of the breakwater. The ‘Egrets’ had large door-type ports 
in the superstructure below ‘B’ gun, whose blast shield projected 
forward — ‘coal shovel’ fashion — with heavy stanchions support- 
ing it. ‘A’ gun’s ready use lockers were positioned under the 
long overhang. The funnel had the usual twin syrens and two 
waste steam pipes, set roughly diametrically opposite each other, 
the forward boiler’s to starboard and the after to port. The galley 
funnel and a diesel exhaust projected through the funnel proper ; 
and a ‘Charlie Noble’ — from the officer’s galley — rose at the 
break of the fo’c’sle deck. Pelican was well equipped with boats 
— two whalers, a 25 ft motor cutter, a 25 ft Fast Motor Boat, 
and a 14 ft dinghy under the port seaboat. 

Continued on page 213 
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Scotts of Greenock built Lark atui Lapwing, which were virtually 
identical. Lark has a lattice foremast and an all~Oerlikon close 
range armament in this 1945 photo. 


KEY TO 1:600 SCALE DRAWING: (A) Plan and elevation 
itf Pelican : (a) Oerlikon gundeck, (b) Main yard, (c) Fore yard, 
id) 'B' gundeck. (B) Plan and elevation of Black Swan: (cr) Oer- 
iikon gundeck, (6) Mainmast and 'goalpost' frame, (c) Fore yard, 
(d) B’ gundeck, with squared-off 'bandstand', for Split Hedgehog 
mortars. (C) Plan and elevation of Alacrity : (a) Midship close 
range gundeck. (b) 'Goalpost' frame, (c) Fore yard, (d) 'B' gun- 
deck fttr non- Hedgehog fitted ships; otherwise as for Black Swan 


*Black Swan’ class drawing 

Black Swan herself is shown, as she appeared c 1944, with the 
quarterdeck pom-pom, twin Ocrlikons abreast the bridge and 
sided singles further aft. These were sited on a deck structure 
similar to that in Pelican, but it was extended between the two 
sets of ventilators — a sort of fore-and-aft flying bridge, with 
canvas wind dodgers laced to its guard rails. The bridge con- 
struction should be noted, especially the long outward extension 
for the signal lamps. This ship had a split Hedgehog and extended 
canvas side-screens on her hand-worked 4 inch mountings. Just 
below the whaler, there were double-door style storing hatches 
on each side, but the forward pair — as seen in Pelican — were 
omitted. Notice that she had a peacetime outfit of scuttles in the 
ship's side. Her topmast has a slim TBS aerial and a Radar 291 ; 
lower down, she had a small ‘cheese’ — probably Radar 276 — 
with its own aerial wave guide trunk. The hull had the late-war 
simplified camouflage scheme : overall white with a very pale 
blue panel. Like Pelican, she had wooden decks and light grey 
horizontal surfaces. 

Modified ‘Black Swan’ class drawing 

This is Alacrity in 1952, with single Oerlikons abrea.st the 
bridge, two single hand- worked Bofors abaft the funnel and a 
further pair on the quarterdeck. She had no split Hedgehog, but 
a rather heavier lattice mast than Black Swan, carrying the type 



Pelican, off Portsmouth in 1954, re-armed with .single Bofors, but 
retaining her tripod foremast. 


293 aerial cheese on a projecting platform. Prior to 1950, her 
appearance was similar except that she then had twin Ocrlikons 
abaft the funnel, no close-range weapons on the quarterdeck 
and no parbuckle stowages for her four depthcharge throwers. 
The midship gundeck was designed to carry quite heavy twin 
Bofors or quad pom-poms and small upper deck compartments 
were built immediately below it to support their weight. The 
port side was used as the joiner’s workshop and the starboard 
side became the Chief Bosun’s mate’s ‘caboose’. A scrap sketch 
shows the general arrangements, including the ventilator hatch 
underneath the gundeck. Alacrity's colour scheme at this time was 
overall light grey, with green decks throughout. Her boats were 
black above the waterline and white below, except for the 14 ft 
sailing dinghy which was varnished. This was stowed beneath 
the whaler on the starboard side which, like the 25 ft motor 
cutter, had screw-jack davits. Balancing the cutter, there was a 
16 ft motor dinghy in radial davits on the port side. Some ships 
of this group had a second whaler on the port side corresponding 
to the starboard boat, but this — and its davits — were omitted 
in Alacrity. 

1945 onwards 

When the war in Europe ended, the ships were deployed to 
the Far East, and in August 1945, with Enchantress as ‘Command 
and HQ Ship, Escorts’, seventeen of them were on the strength 
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of the British Pacific Fleet, leaving only Pelican, Wild Goose, 
Magpie, Mermaid and Peacock elsewhere. 

At the same time, the six RIN units were in the East Indies 
Fleet, having supported the land forces advancing against the 
Japanese in Burma and Malaya. 

After the war, the British Pacific Fleet was dispersed and most 
departed for service on other stations. Enchantress was quick 
to go. She was sold into commercial service in 1947, before being 
scrapped five years later. Starling and Redpole were disarmed, 
to become tenders to the Navigation School at Portsmouth, as 
were Jumna and Sutlej before their conversion to RIN survey 
ships. 

A few ‘Black Swans’ remained on the station — including the 
name-ship — and did not come home until the early 1950s, having 
by then seen further war service off Korea. Amethyst, in fact, 
returned to Devonport in 1949 after her escape from the Yangtse, 
but went back to the ‘Far Flung’ after her action damage had 
been repaired. 

Pelican led Magpie. Mermaid and Peacock in the Mediter- 
ranean for some years, and was involved in the Haifa patrols. 
Later, the 2nd Flotilla passed through the Suez Canal for Aqaba 
patrol duties. When she was in the Red Sea, the double storing 
hatches in her side provided much sought-after extra ventilation. 
When the 2nd Flotilla returned to Home waters in 1952, Pelican 
went to her base port, Chatham, for refit. There, she exchanged 
her Oerlikon mountings for single Bofors, but only lasted one 
more commission before being sold for scrap in 1958. 

Wren and Wild Goose both served in the Persian Gulf and, 
like Flamingo, had much of their armament suppressed — the 
latter pair then receiving extra upper deck accommodation super- 
structure reminiscent of Enchantress in her early days. 

The last ship actively employed in the RN was Crane, who 
finally returned to Portsmouth in 1961, where she reduced to 
reserve before going to the breakers. But perhaps the most 
poignant memories were invoked when Starling paid off for the 
last time in November 1959. This occasion was attended by the 
Commander-in-Chief. Portsmouth, who, with several ex-com- 
manding officers of the famous 2nd Support Group, paid tribute 
to the memory of the late Captain F, J. ‘Johnny’ Walker, CB, 
DSO and three Bars. RN, and his splendid ‘Black Swans’. 


BLACK SWAN GROUP CLOSE RANGE WEAPON VARIANTS 




Abaft 

Break of 

Quarter- 


Ship 

Bridge 

(sided) 

funnel 

(tided) 

Fo‘c‘sle 

(sided) 

1 

' 0 

Remarks 

•Cygnet ‘43 
Redpole '43 

2xSO 

2xQP7 

2xTB4 


8 X DC throwers 

2xSO 


1 xT05 

Disarmed post war 

•Whimbrel '43 

2xSO 

2xTB4 


2xT05 

8 X DC throwers 

Amethyst '43 
Lapwing ‘44 

2xSO 

2xSO 


2xT05 

2 xTB4 later 

2xSO 

2xT05 

_ 

2xT05 


Flamingo *45 

2xSO 


2xSO 

1 xQP7 

QP7 later removed 

Modeste ‘46 

2xSB3 

2xTB(US) 


2xSB3 

See alto below 

•Opossum ‘47 

2xSO 

2xTB(US) 

_ 


Later as Modeste *52 

Cauvery *48 

2xSB3 

2xSB3 

_ 



•Snipe '40 

2xSB7 

2xTB5 




Pheasant ‘49 

2xSO 

2xT05 



Cygnet similar, '53 

•Alacrity '50 

2xSO 

2xSB3 


2xSB3 

Black Swan '51 

2xT05 


2xSO 

1 xQP7 
2x^7 


Modeste ‘52 
•Pelican 

2xSB7 

2xTB5 

— 


1939 



1 XQV3 

‘X' gun- 
deck 
(twin 4 
inch) 


1942 

2xSO 


2xSO 

1 xQP7 


1950 

2xSO 

__ 

2xT05 

1 xQP7 


1954 

Notes: 

2xSB3 

— 

2xSB3 

1 xQP7 



QP7 Quad 2 pdr pom-pom Mk 7(P) (powered) 

SO Single 20 mm Oerlikon (hand) 

T05 Twin 20 mm Oerlikon Mk 5 (powered) 

SB3 Sinfle 40 mm Bofors Mk 3 (hand) 

TB4 Twin 40 mm Bofors (Hazemeyer) Mk 4 (powered auto-follow) 

TBS Twin 40 mm Bofors RP50 Mk S (RPC) 

TB7 Single 40 mm Bofors Mk 7 (powered) 

TB(US) Twin 40 mm Bofors (United Sutes) (RPC) 

QV3 Quad 0.5 inch Vickers machine gun Mk 3 

TBS and TB(US) had associated light-weight directors abaft and inboard of their 
‘slave* gunmountings. 

All with Hedgehog except ships marked * 
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Simple narrow 
gauge locomotive 

A MODEL BASED ON A TRIANG JINTY 
AND AIRFIX PARTS 
By Giles Barnabe 



Above: Completed model, finished here in yellow ochre livery 
similar to LBSCR style; note vacuum pipes made from copper 
wire and wrapped with 5 amp fuse wire. 


start the story at the end, the name 
J- ‘Douglas’ was chosen as being 
suitable for a loco that might have run 
on the Isle of Man, but which is at 
present at use on the Midd Valley Rail- 
way — my own freelance 00n3 layout. The 
basis of this conversion was the Triang 
TT Jinty, which needed surprisingly few 
modifications to resemble a Beyer Pea- 
cock loco, though admittedly the charac- 
teristic type modelled usually had a 2-4-0 
wheel arrangement. 

Starting with the chassis, the front end 
needed cutting down as the prototype 
was not fitted with a flat front footplate. 
The front bufferbeam casting was cut 
away either side of the coupling and a 
further 1 mm filed away from the front 
face (this is so that when a new buffer- 
beam is fitted, the coupling hook is not 
fouled). Apart from this the only other 
chassis modification was to remove the 
rear buffers and plug the resulting holes, 
though readers may like to provide a 
four-coupled wheel arrangement. The 
changes to the body moulding were more 
drastic. The whole of the front of the 
footplate was cut away, leaving only the 
splashers and the area in front of the 
smokebox bordered by the two small 
diagonal braces. The cab and the coal 
rails were removed and the rear of the 
bunker was filed flat. La.st to go were the 
boiler fittings, though in filing the stumps 
down to boiler level care was taken to 
preserve such details as rivets and boiler 
bands. 

An Airfix ‘Pug’ kit provided the 
motion. The cylinders were mounted on 
their blocks, which had been sawn off 
their chassis sides, and were offered up 


to the new body and mechanism. An 
angle of about 30 degrees was found 
suitable to enable the cylinders to be 
Araldited to the sides of the smokebox, 
though some trimming was neces.sary to 
get them to fit round the splashers. 
Although I did not think of it until too 
late (after the Araldite was dry!), the 
cylinder blocks should al.so have been 
reduced in depth, as the slide bars should 
not project beyond the edge of the foot- 
plate. The footplate valance can be cut 
away from below the tanks as far back 
as the cab steps and this will allow- the 
slid 'bars to be attached at their outer 
end> below the tanks. The Airfix piston 
rod* (part 5A) were tapered, using Swiss 
files, and fitted to the crosshead in the 
normal manner. 

Mounted on the slidebars, trial and 
error showed where the pivot point would 
be on the Triang connecting rods — about 
4 mm behind the fixing screw. An Airfix 
motion pin (No 0) was Araldited head 
down on to the con rods at this point 
and the piston rod slipped over it. The 
pin should be shortened so that while it 
retains the piston rod in place during 
running, the rod is readily removable to 
allow the body to be taken off for main- 
tenance of the mechanism. If the motion 
binds (shown by either jerky movement 
of the loco or a loud clicking) it is a 
simple matter to re-position the pivot 
pin. Alternatively, the cross-head rod 
may be trimmed. 

The front bufferbeam from the Airfix 
kit was used for the sake of its rivet 
detail, though the buffer shanks and the 
centre lamp-iron were removed. A former 
for the cab was sanded up from a block 


of wood and after 30 thou Plastikard had 
been taped over it, it was immersed in 
alternate boiling and cold water to set 
the shape. The cab’s dimensions were 
determined by making a card pattern. 
When the cab ‘blank’, an inverted U, had 
set, the square windows were cut out, first 
drilling the corners as a guide to stop 
the knife slipping. Small quadrant-shaped 
cab sides were made and the whole thing 
fitted on to the body. Boiler fittings were 
provided by a K’s Terrier chimney, a 
14XX dome and a Webb safety valve 
which was cut down to its boss on which 
were mounted two Ross ‘pop’ valves. 
Final details were added, including lamp- 
irons at the rear, a vacuum cylinder and 
copper piping on the rear cab .sheet and 
train-pipes on each bufferbeam. A tin 
can for the loco’s lamp oil supply was 
made from a 4 mm scale turned brass 
signal lamp which was given a handle 
from a tiny loop of paper. A sloping 
footplate from the tanks to the front of 
the smokebox was provided, these details 
all coming from photos of Beyer Peacock 
locos at work on the Ballymena and 
Larne Railway and the Isle of Man Rail- 
way, which brings us back to ‘Douglas’ 
and the start of this article. 



Cab bent up from 
sheet 52 x 25 mm; 
windows 6x5 mm 


The two views below .show 'Douglas' at work on the author's 00/i3 narow gauge layout which is freelance but reminiscent of 

the Isle of Man Railways in style. 
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File away chimney, dome, and safety valve Slot for new 



To fit round 
splasher 


3 mm 


Front 

end 



Approx 
5 mm 




Fig 3 

The motion 


Fig 2 

Chassis modifications 


Remove 

pin 



Fig 4 
Details 


Oil can 

Vac pipes 

Jack 


Do 



ISTJ 

Use signal 
lamp with paper 
strip handle 

Copper wire 
wrapped with 

5 amp fuse wire 


Thin dowel (tapered), 
plastic card, 
and pin head 



”b79p 


ACTION ^ORTFOerpS of ari^ 
^raB/'portfolio jacket contains four^tj 
|®|wt^ctions, with commentary Wv 
j S^ial Introductory Price, . f79p 
rf ./ whole *eerlesl Rushed to you 


LAM(^ 

... ’ /o 'Jn 


February 


dMiiailiata 


B PRINTS 


PORTFOLIOS 

RANCH ’40 

b fiSEftT CAMPAIGN (N. Africa) 
CAMPAIGNJilussia) 
PEN^ UE W R ft lt | PAW5B^ 
FRANCE ’44 


Each hand- 
lyd^l-ink scale 
CT^me notes. 
£3.68 for 
RYl! 



British Warships 
of the Second 
WoridWtf 


Every warship modeller will 
want to buy this book 

British Warships of the 
Second World War 

By Alan Ravan and John Roberts 

This folio of authentic scale plans is an essential reference source for warship 
mtHlellers. It includes scale plans — 12 In all— of famous warships HMS 
Ritdney. Royal Oak. iVarspiie, Renown. Repulse. Ala.x, London. Manchester. 
.Sussex. Ariadne, Onslow and Lance. Lamest plan pulls out to 30 in. show inR 
wealth of detail. £2.80 ncl. plus 2Sp p & p. 

Published by Conway Maritime Press (Distributors: Patrick Stephens Ltd. 
9 fcly Place. London ECIN 6SO). 


To: Patrick Stephens Ltd. 9 Ely Place. 
London ECIN 6SO. 


Or: Your leadimt bookseller or model shop. 


Please send me one copy of BRITISH WAR- 
SHIPS OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR. I I 
enclose my remittance of £2.80. plus 25p post ^ 


and packins. 

NAME 

ADDRESS . 


1 

( Block caps please) ( A 1 2) ^ 
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Left: Sultan: 
No*e the pent- 
house tent stowed 
at the end of the 
hull. Right: 
Striker : This 
view shows the 
missile housinf^ 
elevated to the 
firing position. 
The .swimming 
screen is fitted to 
the top of the 
hull and not at 
waist level as on 
Scorpion . A ccess 
to the hull is by 
the large rear 
door. 


The Scorpion Family 


SPECIALISED VARIAHTS DESCRIBED DY NOEL AYLIFFE-JONES 


A lthough the vehicles described in this article are variants 
of Scorpion, it is really better to call them members of the 
CVR(T) family of which ^orpion is the first to be produced. 
In the initial studies for the new equipment it was intended to 
design one vehicle which could carry out three major roles — 
Reconnaissance. Fire Support and Anti-Tank. However, in order 
to meet the Strategic Mobility requirements the battle weight 
had to be limited to about 8 tons to enable two vehicles to be 
carried in the Hercules C-I30 transport. With this restriction it 
became impracticable to provide accommodation under armour 
for all the weapons and equipment for all three roles, and so it 
was decided to proceed with a family of vehicles for the dilTerent 
roles but all based on the same hull and mechanical components 
to give maximum commonality. 

The basic vehicle of the family is the Scorpion Fire Support 
unit which will enter service with the British Army in 1972. Based 
on the same hull, and with only minor variations of mantlet and 
stowage, is the Scimitar. It is armed with the newly developed 
30 mm Rarden cannon and will operate in the fighting recon- 
nais.sance role. The 30 mm Rarden cannon fires all types of 
Hispano Suiza 831 L 30 mm ammunition and will destroy all 



Spartan: The ARC is shown fitted with Radar No 14 and the 
Radiac detector mounted on the hull roof. The artist's impressUut 
of the GPMG mounting is incorrect; the machine gun rotates 
with the commander's cupola and can he loaded, aimed and 
fired from under armour. The swimming screen fitted at the top 
of the hull has a step at the rear to clear the large access door 
at the back of the hull. 



Samaritan: The armoured ambulance has a simple hatch for the 
vehicle commander and carries no weapons. 


known light AFVs from a range of over 1,000 metres. Loaded 
with HE shell it deals effectively with soft targets such as trucks, 
and will even deter low-flying aircraft and helicopters. 

The mechanism has a very short inboard length, and empty 
cases are ejected outside the turret. This means that the turret 
is neither cluttered by the breech or by empty shell ca.scs, nor is 
the crew affected by powder fumes. Scimitar is also fitted with 
a co-axially mounted 7.62 mm GPMG and twin multi-barrelled 
smoke dischargers. 

For the long-range anti-tank role the British Army decided 
upon Swingfire, a solid fuel propelled wire-guided missile, with 
a warhead capable of destroying all known Main Battle Tanks 
up to a range of 4,000 metres. To employ this weapon system 
in the CVR(T) family, the Guided Weapon carrier Striker was 
designed to carry a number of Swingfire in armour protected 
launchers ready for action, and a reload of missiles carried within 
the hull. Striker carries a crew of three, driver, vehicle com- 
mander and missile controller. 

To accommodate the launchers and the reserve missiles, the 
upper hull was designed in a box shape. The driver is in the 
same position as in Scorpion, but behind him sits the vehicle 
commander in an all-round-vision cupola mounting a 7.62 mm 
GPMG, which can be loaded, aimed and fired from under 
armour. To his right is the mi-ssile controller with his vehicle- 
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mounted sight. If required, the Striker can be left under cover 
while the missile controller takes a separate sight to a firing 
position well away from the vehicle. 

The Royal Armoured Corps Assault Section of five men does 
not expect to have to fight as conventional infantry. Their role 
is close reconnaissance on foot, ambushes and related tasks. 
Their armoured Personnel Carrier of the CVR(T) family is not, 
therefore, to be compared with, or a replacement for, the FV 432 
or the Saracen A PCs. Spartan, as it is named, carries a vehicle 
crew of two, driver and commander, and the RAC Assault Section 
of five men in a box-shaped hull similar to that of Striker. The 
vehicle commander has a machine gun /observation cupola as on 
Striker, and the a.ssault section sit in the rear of the hull, together 
with a large amount of specialised equipment and explosives. 
They are able to fire their personal weapons from hatches in the 
hull roof. Spartan can be equipped with Radar No 14 for ground 
surveillance duties. Access is by a large door in the rear of the 
hull. 

An integral part of the Reconnaissance Unit is the Armoured 
Recovery Vehicle, and this member of the family is appropriately 
called Samson. With the same box-shaped hull as the APC, it 
has a recovery winch fitted inside the hull, driven by the vehicle 
main engine. A simple jib is available to give a lifting capability, 
and twin spades are fitted at the rear to improve winching per- 
formance, which is 12 tons maximum with a 4:1 snatch block. 

Sultan, the Armoured Command Vehicle, has a special hull 
giving 12 inches greater headroom inside than the APC version. 
This allows stowage of additional radio sets, mapboards and 
signal batteries. A folding penthouse stowed on the rear of the 
hull doubles the accommodation of the command post when 
static. The vehicle commander has a pintle-mounted 7.62 mm 
GPMG for local protection. 

Using the same hull as the command vehicle. Samaritan, the 
Armoured Ambulance, carries a crew of two, driver and Com- 
mander / Medical .^Orderly. Accommodation is provided for four 
stretcher cases, or two stretcher cases and three sitting cases, or 
six sitting cases. As an ambulance, Samaritan is. of course, not 
fitted with any armament. 

In all these variants of Scorpion the general characteristics of 


Scimitar: The 30 mm Rarden cannon is mounted in virtually the 
same turret as in Scorpion The long barrel of the cannon 
requires support to prevent droop, hence the thicker collar at 
the mantlet end of the barrel. 


.Samson: fs shown using the internally mounted winch to recover 
a Scorpion. Note the additional episcopes on the hull side for 
crew observation. 



mobility are the same, giving a low ground pressure and a high 
power /weight ratio. The engine, transmission, suspension and 
tracks are identical and the hull material is the same aluminium 
alloy armour plate. Every vehicle carries a flotation screen to 
give a swimming capability, and the sprocket-driven propeller 
kit can be fitted to each type. 

The special equipment installed on the vehicles can vary. 
Radiac and gas alarms arc optional, but every vehicle has NBC 
equipment. DilTerent radio systems can be installed according to 
the users’ requirements. Items such as radar and navigation 
equipment are also optional extras. 


Su-76i — from page 192 


of the photograph, Russian tanks did not normally carry red 
stars or numbers. 

Other details of the original arc that it had a crew of four, 
carried 98 rounds and weighed 22.5 tons. The German Maybach 
300 hp engine gave a top speed of 50 kph. Conversions of the 
captured originals continued during 1942-43. 

As this conversion had to rely on only one photograph and 
a lot of conjecture I am well aware that my model may be in- 
accurate in many respects. So please, if you know anything about 
the rather obscure Su-76i, write in and let us have your informa- 
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tion. I will be more than happy if my model is inaccurate as at 
least another small bit of tank history will have come to light. 
Until then, this conversion of the Su-76i will make an unusual 
and interesting addition to any collection. 


In last month's Scorpion article the word ‘insulations' should have 
read 'installations’ (bottom left picture, page 146). The vertical 
exhaust tailpipes shown on the prototype will, in fact, be fitted to 
production vehicles. 
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More rare pictures from readers with 
captions by Michael J. F. Bowyer. 
A free Airfix kit is awarded for every 
picture published, but please note 
that there is usually a delay of some 
months before publication due to 
the limited space at our disposal. 



Above right: A fine close view’ of Avro Rota /C423I, the same 
aircraft as was illustrated last month. The picture was taken at 
Old Sarum in 1935 (W. S. O. Randle). Behm : Mosquito 73. 
RR1S9, suffering from glue-rot ct \09 MV. This machine belonged 
to 249 Squadron, a unit whose aircraft have only been rarely 
illustrated before. It is coded CV in dark letters outlined in white 
(M. Lowe). 



kV-' . ■ 







Top: Meteor NFW WM\b% of 87 Squadron in standard camou- 
flage scheme and displaying squadron colours (D. R. Eyre). 
Above : A venger, code 4P. landing on the escort carrier Empress 
sometime in 1944-45. Can anyone identify the Squadron? (A. 
Boyle). Above left: Sea Hornet NF1\. 1/1^438:481, of 809 
Squadron in about 1951. Standard FA A finish (R. Reudman). 
Left: Sunderland KC-F takes off from RAF Mount Batten. Ply- 
mouth. in 1938. Note A type roundel on fuselage. Lower left: 
Sea Fury // LH'7I8 : 129/7^ at RNAS Anthorn in 1950; note 
stencil-type markings. Bottom left : A Soviet Yak~9D photo- 
graphed .somewhere in Germany in 1945-46 (R. C. Gibson). 
Below : A fine view of Firefly 5s in circuit over HMS Vengeance 
in about 1950. Note hooks lowered and underwing attachment 
points. At this time Vengeance was a training carrier which may 
account for the lack of codes on W ByAA {nearest) and the other 
machine: 217 is coded fot HMS Ocean (R. Readman). 


WmL BOOKS FOR MODELLERS 


How To Go 
Plastic Modelling 

By Chris Ellis 
Editor of Airfix Magazine 
The second edition of a standard work on 
plastic modelling. Covers such topics as: 
basic assembly, detailing, converting, model- 
ling materials, tools, painting, transfers, 
markings, research, display, maintenance 
and scenic settings. 168 pp, 80 pic- 

tures, 7 pp of scale drawings, case bound. 
£1.50 net, plus 13p p & p. 

How To Go Advanced 
Plastic Modelling 

Edited by Chris Ellis 
Editor of Airfix Magazine 
This invaluable book is an essential com- 
panion volume to Chris Ellis' popular book 
for beginners. Will be enjoyed by modellers 
all over the world. Goes deeply into assem- 
bly, construction and conversion of many 
different types of plastic models. 192 pp, 8^* 
X 5i', 100 pictures. 68 drawings, case bound. 
£2.00 net, plus 13p p & p. 

Fighting Colours 

RAF Fighter Camouflage and 
Markings, 1937-1969 

By Michael J. F. Bowyer 
The author, a well-known contributor to 
Airfix Magazine, details the development and 
changes in camouflage and markings of 
Royal Air Force fighter types from 1937-1969, 
and lists the serial number allocations of 
every RAF fighter ever flown in that period. 
There are 139 individual drawings which de- 
pict specific aircraft in typical markings of the 
period. 192 pp, O^'xSi", 157 photographs, 
case bound. 

£1.75 net, plus 13p p & p. 

How To Go Collecting 
Model Soldiers 

By Henry Harris 

An acknowledged military expert explains 
how to make the most of your collection. 
This book covers choice of scales, displaying 
models, developing ‘themes’, and conversion 
ideas, as well as surveying the history of the 
different arms. Gives advice on how to plan a 
model army and how to amass the men and 
materials for a serious collection. More than 
70 superb photographs and a chapter on 
wargames by Donald Featherstone. 200 pp, 
8i*x5i', case bound. 

£2.00 net, plus 13p p & p. 


World Uniforms 
in Colour 

Two superb colour books of interest to all 
military enthusiasts, modellers and model 
soldier collectors, describing and illustrating 
the uniforms, badges and ranks ot present- 
day units with regiment and corps histories. 
£1.50 net each, plus 25p each p & p. 
Volume 1 

Features the European Nations, with more 
than 190 colour Illustrations. 12^x9^. 
Volume 2 

Covers 44 countries in America, Africa, Asia 
and Oceania, and contains nearly 300 colour 
Illustrations. 12i*'x91'. 

Tanks 

An Illustrated History of Fighting 
Vehicles 
By Armin Halle 
Illustrated by Carlo Demand 
This magnificent book traces the develop- 
ment of one of the most important weapons 
ever to appear on the world’s battlefields. It 
starts with the story of the early armoured 
vehicles and then covers the development of 
the tank up to the present time. 176 pp, 
IlKxlO*, 184 illusts (73 colour) and 223 
diagrams, case bound. 

£9.80 net, plus 25p p & p. 

Guns 

An Illustrated History of Artillery 
Edited by Joseph Job6 
Traces the history and technology of artillery, 
from its beginnings in the 14th century to 
its final evolution in two World Wars. Also 
included is an illustrated catalogue of his- 
torically important guns and artillery pieces, 
with technical data. 218 pp, IlKxlO", 305 
illusts (24 colour), case bound. 

£9.80 net, plus 25p p & p. 

Classic Ships, Their History 
and How To Model Them 
No 1-HMS Victory 
No 2— Mayflower 

By Noel Hackney 

Both books in this unique series not only 
have a colourful description of the history of 
a famous ship, but also contain highly de- 
tailed. stage-by-stage advice on how to 
construct a showpiece model of it, using the 
Airfix Classic Ship kit as a basis. Pub- 
lished in association with Airfix Products 
Ltd. 9^x7^', Illustrated, case bound. 

£1.05 net each, plus 13p each p & p. 


Seven famous books for 
railway modellers 

Patrick Stephens have now completed 
reprinting all seven titles In the GWR’s 
popular 'Boys of All Ages’ series. Originally 
published in the 1920s and 1930s, they 
describe and illustrate many aspects of the 
GWR, its steam locomotives and their history. 
Each book is written by W. G. Chapman and 
will make an ideal reference source for 
railway modellers, both beginners and 
experts. 

Just published: 

‘Cheltenham Flyer’ 

Track Topics 

Loco's of ‘The Royal Road’ 

Originally published in the 1930s, the last 
three titles in the series are packed with 
useful reference material. 'Cheltenham 
Flyer' is a historical pen-portrait of the GWR 
in one of the most interesting periods of its 
life; Track Topics deals with GWR civil 
engineering, the building of the original main 
line, plus details of day-to-day maintenance; 
and Loco’s of 'The Royal Road' is a concise 
history of the development of GWR loco- 
motives up to 1936. Over 135 illustrations in 
each volume. 

£1.60 net each, plus lOp each p & p. 

In the same series: 

‘The 10.30 Limited* 

‘Caerphilly Castle* 

*Twlxt Rail & Sea 

The ‘King* of Railway Locomotives 

£1.50 net each, plus lOp each p & p. 

A great series for ship 
modellers 

Ocean Liners of the Past 

No 1 : Olympic & Titanic 

No 2: Lusitania & Mauretania 

No 3: Aquitania 

£4.75 net each, plus 20p each p & p. 

Just published: 

No 4: Empress of Britain 

£5.50 net, plus 20p p & p. 

Based on Souvenir Numbers of The Ship- 
builder magazine, these highly detailed books 
give exhaustive coverage to the design, 
construction, engines and fittings of some 
of the greatest ocean liners ever built. Fully 
illustrated. 


How to 
order 


To: Patrick Stephens Ltd, 9 Ely Place. London ECIN 6SQ 

OR: YOUR BOOKSELLER OR MODEL SHOP 

1 

1 

Please supply me with the following books: 
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KITS AIMD MODELS 


Three Aitch : 8 ton Box Van 

''PHE firm of Three Aitch Mouldings 
L arc producing a range of excellent 
O gauge kits of British railway wagons, 
the latest release being an 8 ton Midland 
Railway outside framed box van. This 
follows the same style as the open wagon 
reviewed a few months ago, following 
the general appearance of the Ratio and 
Airfix OO gauge wagon kits as far as 
breakdown and assembly goes. The larger 
scale really docs justice to the subject, 
the solebars and ironwork, for instance, 
capturing the true ‘look* and texture of 
the real thing. Assembly is quite straight- 



forward — an evening’s work — though 
care is needed to get the chassis true. 
Scale wheels arc included, with separate 
needle-point axles to which they must be 
force-fitted. As an alternative, metal 
wheels arc available to .special order. On 
the box van the doors slide open and 
metal sca’c three-link couplings arc pro- 
vided. The roof is fashioned from a 
rectangle of plastic card which has to be 
pre-curved (round a jam jar or similar 
object) to fit. I his is done by taping the 
card down and immersing it in hot water. 
It is the only possibly tricky part of the 
whole model, though really quite ea.sy. 
We found that our roof, unsupported, 
sagged a little in the middle but if any- 
thing this added to the realism, giving 
an impression of age. The finished model 
looks splendid and if suitably photo- 
graphed could well be mistaken for the 
real thing. Minimum trimming and filing 
is necessary during ascmbly. F’rice of the 
kit is £1.25 and it can be had by post 
from Three Aitch, Haygarth Road, 
Grimsby, Lines, or from larger model 
railway stockists. C.O.E. 

Heller: 'Cadet* series ships 

\ MONG the latest releases from Heller 
of France, now available again in 
Britain, is a scries of small-scale ship 
kits, featuring famous period vessels. 
These are quite simple little kits with a 
fair amount of detail inchid.d. but 
obviously call for a little extra in time 
and patience to paint and install rigging. 

The box illustration is a useful guide 
for this and, if followed faithfully, quite 
a pleasing little ship model will result. An 
advantage of these small boats is they 
can be mounted into a seascape, using 
Polyfilla or plaster to form the sea with 
a curved backing depicting sky and 
horizon. The whole effect is achieved 
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without any great effort. 

The seven ships in the scries form a 
very attractive collection and arc reason- 
ably priced at 20p each. They go quite 
well with the similar Airfix ships of this 
type, though the scales arc variable. 
Naval wargamers should find the scries 
useful. Santa Maria. La Providence, 
Marie Galante. L’OrgueUleuse, Phenix. 
Bonhonime Richard and Royal Louis 
comprise the range and our samples 
were the last three, all excellent for 18th 
century naval wargames. Riko are the 
importers and most model shops will be 
stocking these kits. B.L. 

Plastruct: building materials 

latest catalogue and handbook 
has arrived recently from PIa.struct 
Inc: it contains full details of their very 
extensive range of plastic moulded struc- 
tural shapes for modellers. These parts 
arc made from ABS which is a plastic 
similar to styrene but stronger and more 
rigid : it is also more resistant and can 
be painted with lacquer paints which 
would attack the surface of styrene. The 
shapes available include II, T, I beams, 
angle girders, and tubing. Sheet and strip 
plastic and clear plastic sheet arc also 
marketed. Detailing parts include man- 
hole covers, valve wheels, ladders, stairs, 
handrails, and also figures of workmen. 
PIa.struct Liquid Cement is recommended 
for joining ABS parts. The parts are 
available in various sizes covering the 
three main model railway scales (1 :48, 

I :86, and I : 160). There arc now two kits 
of ABS parts, one for an elaborate and 
interesting petro-chemical refinery, the 
other for a very attractive period railroad 
swing bridge. The plans for these two 
models and also other railway bridges, 
a gravel load ng plant, an oil well, a 
building under construction (illustrated 
here), etc. arc sold separately. The kits 
are produced foi five scales, O, S, HO, 
TT, and N. All plans give prototype 
measurements and a bill of materials for 
each of the five scales. The catalogue 
includes some useful information on 
working with Plastruct materials and 
parts. These arc excellent products and 
of great value to the scratchbuildcr : un- 
fortunately they arc not imported into 
Britain as yet and must be bought direct. 
The catalogue is available from Plastruct 
Inc. Dept P, 1621 North Indiana Street, 
Los Angeles. Calif, 90063, USA, for 50 
cents in US currency, not sterling. M.A. 


This interesting model was built follow- 
ing the Plastruct plan and using Plastruct 
girders and other parts. 



AMT : 1 :25 scale vehicles 

have received samples of the 

▼ V latest AMT relea.ses from Jones 
Bros of Chiswick. They arc all modern 
American vehicles to the same scale, 
1 : 25, and the six kits arc as follows : 

The Ford ‘Short Hauler* truck ; this 
has a city delivery body with opening 
rear door, operating lift tailgate and 
dummy V8 diesel engine, etc. Priced at 
£5.07. 

TTie Chewy ‘Titan 90’ ; this is the six- 
wheeled power unit of the modern trailer 
lorry ; the model has the tilting cab and 
replica supercharged engine, etc, of the 
prototype. Priced at £4.20, 

The ‘Double Header’ kit contains two 
27 foot trailers typical of present-day 
transport. Again all the relevant parts 
arc included and these can be used in 
conjunction with the ‘Titan 90’. The 
price for this kit is £6.99. 

The Ford Interceptor police car; comes 
complete with all the details of the full- 
size vehicle, with flasher beacons, siren, 
loudspeaker unit, etc, with all the 
glamour of the American police car. The 
price is £1.92. 

The fifth kit is the ‘Chewy Rescue 
Van’, this can be built in four different 
versions — Police, Custom, Stock, or Fire. 
In this latter capacity it could be part 
of a fire fleet. Included are radio com- 
munication equipment, oxygen cylinder, 
fire extinguishers, flashers and siren. 
This is priced at £2.55. 

The ‘Custom Pumper’ is a replica of 
the latest American LaFrance fire appli- 
ance. It is equipped with vinyl hoses, 
reels, control panel and axes, etc. This 
vehicle is used in conjunction with the 
AMT ‘Ladder Chief’ which is based on 
a similar chassis. The ‘Custom Pumper' 
is priced at £5.99. 

All the kits are well detailed with com- 
plete .separate chassis, and arc moulded 
in white with chrome parts, to British 
eyes a little too much chrome in places. 
The wheels are fitted with vinyl tyres of 
the correct pattern. The driving cabs are 
fully detailed and all lights and indica- 
tors are reproduced. In fact, there is not 
much missing in the way of fine detail. 
Being white, painting is easier and the 
brush can be used to great effect on 
various details. 

An advantage in this scale is that the 
pieces are reasonably sized. Removing 
the chrome where necessary is possibly 
the most tedious job. The parts are not 
numbered, which calls for close obser- 
vance of the instruction book sketches — 
these arc not always very clear, so con- 
struction should not be rushed and where 
one unit is being attached to another a 
careful check for any discrepancy is 
suggested. These new kits arc in no way 
complicated in their assembly and pro- 
duce quite impressive models of the 
originals. Due to the US dock strike 
supplies are limited at the time of 
writing. B.L. 

Continued on page 222 
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SHINMEIWA PS-1 or SS-2 

STOL AWTI-SUBMARINE/AMPHIBIOUS FLYING BOAT 


This recent addition to the Hasegawa 

1/72 range, is 

treated in their usual manner, with fine attention to 

detail. A truly impresiive model. 

price £3.75 

Alio available: 



Lockheed T-33A Shooting Star 

1/72 

34p 

Curtin SOC-3 Seagul Landplane 

1/72 

J4p 

T-38A/(F-SB) Talon 

1/72 

34p 

F-86F Sabre 

1/72 

34p 

Heinkel HE.5IA-I Landplane 

1/72 

44p 

Heinkel HE.5IB-2 Floatplane 

1/72 

63p 

C. Seagul Floatplane 

1/72 

6Jp 

Cessna A-37A 

1/72 

63p 

Type 94-1 "Alf” Floatplane 

1/72 

7ip 

F-I06A Delta Dart 

1/72 

90p 

Mitsubishi “8etty" 

1/72 

-£1.44 

H6K5 Mavis Flying Boat 

1/72 

£3.14 

Boeing P-I2E Biplane 

1/32 

£1.00 

Curtiss BF2C-I Biplane 

1/32 

£1.00 


BY RETURN POSTAL SERVICE 
Pottage and Packing. UK rates 
(Books and Decals tee special rates). 
Up to SOp.Sp. Up to £1. SO. I2p 
Up to £3.00. 2Sp. Up to £5.00. 30p. 
Over £5.00 Pott Free. 

S.A.E. with all enquiries please. 


MONOGRAM 
Curtiss P6E bipe 
Curtiss Fllc-2 bipe 
Boeing F4B-4 bipe 
Curtiss P-36A 
G.F8F Bearcat 
P'SIB Mustang 
D.AI-E Skyraider 
G.F7F-3 Tigercat 
M.E.BfllOE 
Dornier Do-l7Z 

G. HU-I6B Albatross 

H. Hurricane ll/IV 
P-47D Thunderbolt 

G. Avenger * 

H. Typhoon IB 

P-39 Airacobra 
Junkers JU-B7G 
Mosquito linV/VI 
P-38i Lightning 


1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/48 

1/48 

1/48 

1/48 

1/48 

1/48 


45p 

45p 

45p 

45p 

45p 

45p 

60p 

60p 

60p 

90p 

90p 

60p 

90p 

90p 

OOp 

90p 

90p 


FUJIMI 
F4E Phantom 
A.6A Intruder 
D. Mirage 1 1 Ic 
A.4E Skyhawk 
G.E-2A Hawkeye 
TA.4F Skyhawk 
Mirage MIR 
Focke-Wulf FW.I90D-9 
Focke-Wulf FW.I90A 
S. Spitfire Mk. V 


1/48 

1/48 

1/48 

1/48 

1/72 

1/48 

1/48 

1/48 

1/48 

1/48 


1/48 £1.35 

1/48 £1.35 


FROG 

* Recommended for Modeldecalt 
Gloster Meteor IV* 1/72 

Vultee Vengeance 1 1 1/72 

Spitfire XIV and VI bomb 1/72 
Junkers JU-87G 1/72 

K38J/L Lightning 1/7 1 

M. Baltimore Mk. V 1/72 

Blenheim Mk. I /IF 1/72 

GR. Mk. I H.S. Harrier* 1/72 

F- 1 OOD Super Sabre* 1/72 

F-4K/M Phantom* 1/72 

BAC Lightning 6* 1/72 

F-IOSD Thunderihief* 1/72 

G.OV- IB Mohawk 1/72 

RF-IOIC Voodoo* 1/72 

F.I02A D. Dagger* 1/72 


£2.90 

£2.25 

£1.13 

9Jp 

£1.63 

93p 

£1.20 

£1.20 

£1.20 

£1.20 


29p 

29p 

29p 

29p 

29p 

40p 

40p 

50p 

SOp 

50p 

SOp 

SOp 

SOp 

6lp 

6lp 


LINDBERG 
Heinkel H.E.I62 
Messerschmitt M.E. 163 
Focke-Wulf F.W.I90D-9 
Heinkel HE.lOO 
Dornier DO-335A 
Arado AR.234B ‘Blitz* 
P-SIB Mustang 
P-47B Thunderbolt 
TAMIYA 

J7WI Shinden canard 
j2M3 Raiden (Jack) 
A6M3 Model 32 Hamp 
Ki 44 Shoki (Tojo) 

Ki-84 Hayate (Frank) 


1/72 

30p 

1/72 

30p 

1/72 

30p 

1/72 

30p 

1/72 

45p 

1/72 

45p 

1/72 

45p 

1/72 

45p 

1/72 

30p 

1/72 

30p 

1/72 

30p 

1/72 

30p 

1/72 

30p 


PROFILE PUBLICATIONS 
LATEST AIRCRAFT TITLES 

227. Airspeed Oxford 

228. Fieteler Storch Variants 
230. Dassault Mirage Variants 

The New Locomotive. Ship, AFV and 
Small Arms Series also available 
Aircraft; 205-215, 30p, 216 onwards. 35p 
New AFV, 1-17, 25p, 18 onwards. 15p. 
Locomotive. S. Arms: 40p. Ships: SOp. 

Postage: I copy. 7p and 2p eadh addi- 
tional copy. 


MODELDECAL DECALS 

THE WORLD’S FINEST 
AVAILABLE ONLY FROM MODELTOYS 


AIRCAM AVIATION BOOKS £1.25 

1. North American P-5ID Mustang 

2. P-47 Thunderbolt 

3. Mustangs Mks. I-IV 

4. Merlin engined Spitfires 

5. P5IB Mustang in USAAF service 

6. P-40 I-IV Kittyhawk 

7. P-40-N Warhawk 

8. Griffon eng. Spitfires Mks. XII-24 

9. Spad VII and XIII Scouts 

10. P-38 Lightning 

1 1 . B-24 Liberator 

12. Avro Lancaster 

13. Nakajima Ki-43. Hayabusa l-lll 

14. F/RF-84F Thunderstreak 

15. B-I7BH Fortress 

16. Miuubishi A6M Zero 

17. North American F^A-L Sabre 

18. Nakajima Ki-27 Nate 


each Postage Op each 

19. Grumman F6F-3/5 Hellcat 

20. Canadair Sabre Mk. I-IV 

21. Kawasaki Ki6l/Ki-I00 Hien 

22. N.A.B.25C/H Mitchell 

23. Vought F4UI/7 Corsair 

24. H, Hurricane l/IV 
26. H. Hunter FI/T-66 

51. Battle of Britain Special 

52. Finnish Air Force 

53. Sharkmouth Vol. I 

54. Sharkmouth Vol. II 

55. Czech Air Force 1918-1970 

56. Luftwaffe Vol. I Colour Schemes and 
Markings 1935-45 

57. Aerobatic Teams 1950-1970 

58. Luftwaffe Vol. II Colour Schemes and 

Markings 


ITALAEREI 

REGGIANE RE 2000 
REGGIANE RE 2001 
REGGIANE RE 2002 
(lllu!fcraced) 

FIAT BR-20 CICOGNA 
CAPRONI CA 313/314 



ALL SETS ARE IN 1/72 SCALE 

No. I Six alternative finishes for the BAC Lightning in RAF service 

No. 2 Three alternative finishes for the McDonnell Phantom 

No. 4 WWII US Navy set. Hellcat, Dauntless and Avenger 

No. 5 Luftwaffe WWII set. FW I90D-9. Storch. Dornier Do 2I7E4 

No. 6 WWII US Navy set. Corsair, Helldiver, Kingfisher 

No. 7 RAF Hunter 1^6, Phantom FGR-2, Harrier GR-I, Meteor F-4 

No. 8 USAF Tail Codes. Serials, Insignia and General Markings 

No. 9 US Navy A7E Corsair, A-IH Skyraider. Sea King 

No. 10 USAF SE Asia. Voodoo, Thunderchief, Skyraider. Dakota 

No. 1 1 USAF F-I02A. RAF Harrier GR.I, RCAF Sabre Mk. 6 

No. 12 RAF Phantom FGR.2. Belgian A/F F-I04G 

Also includes 20x 18' USAF TAC Badges 

‘MODELDECAL* style fully illustrated instruction sheet giving, decal locations 
and full colour scheme details, is included with all Modeldecal decals. 

NOTE. All Modeldecal sheets contain full markings to complete all models 
listed except sheets nos. I. 2. 7, II, 12 where the *D' type roundels are used from 
the respective kits, also is the Nat. Insig. for the F-102. However, the Hunter 
section only on No. 7 does include roundels. Harrier markings on No. 7 are in- 
tended to complement those in the Frog kit. instrument panels included for all 
machines on sheets Nos. 7. 9, 10, II. 12, except the C-47N. 


PRICES 



Modeldecal Nos. 1. 8. 9. 10. 1 

1. 12 38p 

Postage on all decals: 

Modeldecal No. 7 

33p 

up to 3 sheets 5p. 4 and 

Modeldecal Nos. 2. 4. 5. 6 

28p 

over 8p UK. 


WRITE, PHONE OR CALL IN Shop Hours 09.30-12.30,13.30-17.30 Mon.- Sat. Closed Weds. 

liingstonRd Florlsiiioutli 


Tcl • Porlsiiioulh 6N69 


December 1971 
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New Kits — continued 


Nichimo: 1 :48 scale Spitfire IX 

V^ICHIMO kits are imported to Britain 
by A. A. Hales Ltd, PO Box 33, 
Hinckley, Leics, from whom we’ve 
received a review sample of a recent 
offering, the Spitfire Mk IX in I :48 scale. 
As a good, honest kit, easy to put to- 
gether, this would serve as an excellent 
starter for anyone wishing to try 1 :48 
scale. The mode of assembly almost 
exactly duplicates the Airfix 1 : 72 scale 
Spitfire IX kit except that a simple 
retracting undercarriage is included. 
There are no other working parts save 
for the rotating prop. We did not cheek 
measurements, but visually the model 
looks accurate in shape and detail, wniiC 
the correct dihedral is assured by the 
one-piece lower wing moulding. Parts fit 
neatly together and while the rivet and 
panel detail tends to look a bit heavy, it 
is neatly subdued when the model is 
painted. There is an over-size fairing at 
the base of the radio mast which needs 
removal, and the cockpit is bare except 
for the seat. The model lends itself to 
added work of a simple nature (eg, detail 
for cockpit, cut out control surfaces) and 
would form a good basis for conversion 
to other variants as is possible with the 
Airfix 1 : 72 scale version. Good transfers 
are supplied for a 312 (Czech) Sqn 
machine of 1944. Colour painting guides 
are given (in colour) for this aircraft plus 
some alternatives for which, however, no 
transfers are supplied. Priced at £1.15, 
the kit can be had from most model 
shops, certainly from all those advertising 
in this magazine. C.O.E. 

Lasset: 54 mm model Soldiers 

\ MONTH or so ago we reviewed the 
out.standing 54 mm model of a 
French Imperial Guardsman of the 1st 
Empire period and expressed the hope 
that this would be followed by a series 
of these Napoleonic figures. This hope 
has now been realised, and three more 
figures have been issued to augment the 
guardsman. They represent an officer, a 
sapper, and a drummer, all of the 
Imperial Guard, and, as is the case with 
all Lasset figures, are individually ani- 
mated to produce unique pieces. Every 
detail of dress and equipment has been 
skilfully brought out in the engraving, 
and we were particularly impressed with 
the authentic forward leaning appearance 
of the bearskin caps. At £1.06 each, plus 
postage, these delightful models are 
excellent value, and can be obtained 
from Greenwood and Ball Ltd, c/o 2 
Imperial Drive, North Harrow, Middle- 
sex. Issued concurrently with the French 
Grenadiers arc four more figures by 
Lasset, these depicting types of the 
American forces in the War of Indepen- 
dence. They are coded as follows: LAI — 
Officer, Baylor's Dragoons : LA2 — 
Roger’s Ranger; LA3 — American Line 
Infantryman : LA4 — an Indian. All are 
of the usual high standard we expect 
from John Tassel’s designs, and they will 
be welcomed by enthusiasts for the 
period Individually animated, and under- 
coated ready for painting, these figures 
can be supplied by Greenwood and Ball 
Ltd. c/o 2 Imperial Drive, North 
Harrow, Middlesex, at a price of £1.06 
each plus postage, securely packed in an 
attractive and robust red card box. R.S.D. 



Hist or ex Scots Grey's dragoon converted by 
Anthony Diltey to depict Sgt. Euart at 
Waterloo. 


Historex: 54 mm scale kits 

''PHE eagerly awaited kits of the Royal 
i North British Dragoons (Scots 
Greys) of the 1812-1815 period are now 
available from Historex, at present only 
as mounted figures. The wealth of detail 
for horse and man that we as.sociate with 
the products of this company is notice- 
able in this scries, which consists of 
figures representing an officer, a guidon- 
bearer, a dragoon and a trumpeter. Care- 
ful assembly and painting will result in 
truly magnificent connoisseur replicas, 
whilst the enthusiast for conversion can 
give full rein to his art since the hard 
polystyrene from which these models are 
cast is eminently suitable for this type of 
work. In addition to the usual compre- 
hensive assembly instructions and dia- 
grams, each kit contains a full colour 
plate .showing details of uniforms and 
horse furniture. Altogether a most praise- 
worthy set of figures for which Historex 
deserve full marks. We hope they will 
soon be adding some more British sub- 
jects to their range. Dismounted figures 
of the French Marshals Berthicr, Davont, 
Bessieres, Murat. Soult, Mortier, St Cyr, 
and Poniatowski have also been produced 
recently by Historex. They arc exquisitely 
engraved, the last named in his Polish 
type uniform being particularly splendid. 
A full colour plate is included with each 
kit, together with assembly instructions. 

All models can be obtained from 
Historex Agents. 3 Castle Street. Dover, 
by whose courtesy we received our review 
samples. At £1.65 for mounted and 80p 
for dismounted pieces, plus postage, these 
kits are extremely good value. R.S.D. 

Canadian War Museum: uniform 
cards 

''I ''HE first four in an interesting new* 
i series of full colour postcards of 
Canadian regiments have recently been 
published by the Canadian War Museum. 
Reproduced from original paintings by 
R. Marrion, these attractive cards depict 
an officer. Royal 22c Rcgt (Vandoos) in 
present-day full dress : a drummer. 
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infan- 
try, full dress 1927; a field officer, 
Canadian Dragoons, full dress 1898; and 
a rifleman. Queen’s Own Rifles of 
Canada, service dress 1885. 

This scries, which modellers and uni- 
form enthusiasts alike will find of con- 
siderable interest, is printed on glossy 
card in bright, clear colours, with well- 
defined detail, and will eventually consist 
of more than two dozen subjects. 

Cards cost 1 6 cents each from the 
National Museum of Man, Canadian 
War Museum, Ottawa, Canada. R.S.D. 


Les Fliggins: 25 mm scale figures 
V^EWLY released by Les Higgins 
Miniatures are a superb series of 
25 mm scale metal figures covering the 
Napoleonic and Colonial War peritxls. 
These castings are really fine, with detail 
and definition, not to say scale propor- 
tion, surpassing most others in this .size. 
The figures are sold in .sets of four basic 
positions at 29p per set. 

Sets available include Old Guard. Line 
Infantry and Light Infantry (British), 
Foot Dragoons. British Infantry in 
Foreign Service Dress (1890-1900 perknl). 
Fuzzy- Wuzzics, and Dervishes. Most 
shops selling military miniatures now 
stock Les Higgins figures. BMW Models 
of Wimbledon can supply by post (post- 
age extra). D.L. 

Sanderson: 54 mm scale figures 

\ NOTHER figure depicting a young 
female slave of European type hold- 
ing a garment against the front of her 
unclothed form, has been add.'d to the 
Roman Slave market set produced by 
this designer. The anatomical modelling, 
as is customary with Cliff Sanderson’s 
work, is very well done, and the features 
are sharply defined. Cliff has also pro- 
duced two more saucy little females to 
add to his attractive range of ’military’ 
girls. One is drying herself with a towel 
whilst standing in the wooden tub in 
which she has been wa.shing. She is com- 
pletely nude except for the Prussian 
Dragoon helmet perched jauntily on her 
head. The other is a Medieval Miss, 
again attractively unclad save for a 
knight’s helmet, greaves, and one gaunt- 
let. She carries an impressive mace, and 
has a voluminous cloak draped in a 
revealing way about her person. 

Sanderson female figures are all priced 
at 90p each plus postage, and are avail- 
able from Greenwood and Ball, c/o 2 
Imperial Drive, North Harrow, Middle- 
sex, who supplied our samples. R..S.I). 


Soldier Centre: display bases 

1 ATEST aids for the growing numbers 
^ of modellers who wish to display 
their work in miniature environments are 
the diorama bases now available from 
the Soldier Centre. These are made from 
warp-resistant veneered Weyroc (chip- 
board), with nicely bevelled edges, beauti- 
fully finished, and with a shallow, 
irregularly shaped recess on one side, 
which serves as a key for scenic materials 
and figures from which a diorama scene 
can be built up as desired. At a slight 
extra cost the underside of the ba.se can 
be covered in green Fablon to guard 
against scratching polished display areas. 

The.se useful items will have an instant 
appeal to the enthusiast who wants to 
^ivc his creations a really professional 
finish, and they can be obtained in 
various sizes, priced accordingly, from 
3x6 inches at 40p to 12 X 36 inches 
at £2.70. 

Highly recommended, these bases are 
supplied by Soldier Centre, 94 St 
Clements, Oxford, who also publish a 
comprehensive catalogue of items useful 
to all military modellers. R.S.D. 

Tamiya: 1 :100 scale helicopters 

N ' EW additions to the delightful 
Tamiya range of I : 100 scale aircraft 
kits are three helicopters: the Boeing- 

Continued on page 228 
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for modellers 


Unless otherwise stated, books reviewed are normally available from your local bookshop or 
from hobby shops which sell books for enthusiasts, including the mail order stockists 
advertising in this magazine. As a last resort they can be obtained from the publishers whose 
addresses are given when known. In all cases of •mail order, however, suitable postage 
should be added to the selling prices quoted. 


RAILWAYS 

Cheltenham Flyer. 

Locox of the Ro>al Road. 

Track Topics. 

W. G. Chapman. 

Patrick Stephens Ltd, 9 Ely Place, 
London EC\. 

£1.60 each. 

^pHREE further titlc.s complete the 
J- whole range of facsimile reprints of 
the famous GWR books of the 1920s and 
1930s which PSL has republished in the 
last year or so. The books are packed 
with the kind of reference detail that all 
rail modellers following GWR practice 
will find most useful. Taking the titles in 
the order listed, Cheltenham Flyer tells 
the story of the train of that name, then 
goes on to describe ‘behind the scenes’ 
activities mostly related to passenger 
train operation. TTie narrative is based 
on an imaginary journey on the train 
itself. Locos of the Royal Road is a very 
detailed history of GWR locomotives, 
culminating in the ‘King’ class which 
gives the book its title. The last book 
covers all aspects of track and track side 
engineering, like bridges, tunnels, and so 
on. These are very fine books, profusely 
illustrated ; we notice that the three books 
covered here are printed on a ‘whiter’ 
paper than earlier titles in the scries and 
as a result there is greatly improved 
reproduction of the pictures. 

Loco Profile 16; L'nion Pacific 4-12-2.S. 
Loco Profile 17 ; Jones Goods and 
Indian *L*. 

40p each. 

Locomotives in Profile, Volume 1. 

Brian Reed (Editor). 

£6.50. 

Profile Publications Ltd, Coburg House, 
Sheet Street, Windsor. 

^pWO new Loco Profiles provide a con- 
-L trast in subject. No 16 covers the 
huge UP 4-12-2 but includ..*s for compari- 
son all other twelve coupled types and 
illustrates most of them ; the colour art 
is restricted to the all-black UP locomo- 
tive. No 17 features the beautiful Jones 
4-6-0 of the old Highland Railway, surely 
a good candidate for reproduction in 
model form. The artwork is superb. In- 
cluded in this publication arc some loco- 
motives (the ‘Ls’) of similar design built 
for India. The first 12 Loco Profiles are 
now available in the customary bound 
form, and a very handsome volume it is 
too, an idjal gift for the railway enthusi- 
ast. Tliis book is certainly the best look- 
ing and most distinguished of all the 
bound Profiles we’ve seen. 

December 1971 


Railway Worid Annual. 
a. M. Kichenside (Editor). 

Ian Allan Ltd. Terminal House, 
Shepperton, Middx. 

£1.50. 

''PHIS is really the well-known Trains 
J- Annual of past years under a new 
title. It follows the customary format 
with scores of pictures, some in colour, 
and about 19 story or picture features 
with an excellent mixture of old and new 
topics. We liked in particular an interest- 
ing piece on the outer reaches of the 
Metropolitan line in 1916 when it was 
way out in the country at places like 
Ruislip. Steam nostalgists are well catered 
for and several features cover interesting 
foreign railways. This book is a good buy 
at its modest price for the armchair 
railway fan. 

Narrow Gauge Model Railways. 

M ichael A ndress. 

A I mark Publishing Co Ltd. 270 
Burlington Road. New Malden. Surrey. 
90p (paperback); £1.50 (hardback). 

YY’^RITTEN by an author whose name 
▼ V is familiar to readers of this 
magazine, this publication is the first of 
a new Almarks series of model books. It 
deals in detail with all aspects of the 
narrow gauge side of model railways 
I with layout ideas, a survey of available 
' equipment and choice of scales. Coverage 
I includes conversions, buildings, scenery, 
stock, accessories, and just about every- 
! thing else connected with the sub;ect. As 
a narrow gauge layout can be fitted into 
2| ft (as the book demonstrates), this 
should be a useful ideas book for any- 
one lacking space for a standard gauge 
layout 

AVIATION 

The Debden Fugles: 4th Fighter Group 
in World War 2. 

Garry L. Fry. 

£3.25 (post paid). 

i Historical Aviation Album : Volume l\. 
Paul R. Matt. 

£2.35 (post paid). 

j Distributed outside the American conti- 
> nent by W. E. Hersant Ltd, 228 Archway 
Road. London Nf>. 

''PHESE two books are of similar large 
L page paperback format, both pro- 
duced by Kenn C. Rust and published in 
USA. The Debden Eagles is a most 
interesting pictorial record of the opera- 
tions and other activities of the famous 
4th Fighter Group USAAF which came 
into being when the three RAF Eagle 
(American volunteer) squadrons were 
transferred to USAAF control in August 


I 1942. The Eagle squadrons had, of 
course, been flying as part of the RAF 
for a couple of years before that. Spit- 
fires, Thunderbolts, and Mustangs were 
the .successive mounts of this famous 
group and the dozens of pictures pre- 
sented here are from .suuadron and per- 
sonal records, almost all, it seems to us, 
newly published. The book is a treat for 
modellers since it has colour scheme 
drawings of representative aircraft and 
I five colour pictures taken in 1943-45. 
i There is a chronological record of opera- 
tions, and aces are listed, but the real 
delight of the book is the informatively 
* captioned pictures which really do recap- 
ture the wartime atmosphere. Apart from 
numerous aircraft shots, all other aspects 
seem to be pictured— briefing, inspec- 
tions, maintenance and recreation among 
them. Quality of production is excellent. 

Similar comments are applicable to the 
j fine new edition of Historical Aviation 
I Album which reaches higher standards of 
presentation with every is.sue. The empha- 
sis is almost completely on the American 
.scene and articles in this issue cover the 
Aeromarine 39B, an early US Navy 
training aircraft — with splendid vintage 
aircraft carrier shots — Consolidated flying 
boats, and the Ryan ST and SC .series 
among others. Excellent scale drawings 
and colour photographs arc included. 

Flying Boal.s and Seaplanes Since 1910. 
Kenneth Munson. 

Bland ford Press Ltd, 167 High Holborn, 
London WC\. 

£1.15. 

■ 

A MOST attractive volume, this is the 
latest in the well-known Blandford 
‘Pocket Encyclopaedia’ .scries and features 
69 types in full colour multi-view draw- 
ings, with historical notes at the back of 
the book. Generally speaking, the colour 
rendering is good, and the book is handy 
for reference as seaplanes seem to get 
less attention in book form than other 
types of aircraft. 

World’s Air Forces. 

' Osprey Publishing Ltd. 707 Oxford Road. 
Reading. Berks. 

I £2.00. 

! Uavid Wragg (author 

▼ V of World’s Air Fleets), it gives a 
brief history of each air force and a 
breakdown of their present strengths, 
aircraft types and personnel. Arranged in 
alphabetical order of country, it is one 
of the most comprehensive reference 
books of today’s air forces. Invaluable 
to enthusiasts and experts alike, contain- 
ing over 60 photographs and an index to 
modern aircraft-types, plus NATO code 
names for Russian military aircraft. 

British Naval Aircraft .Since 1912. 

Owen T he t ford. 

Putnam A Co Ltd. 9 Btnv Street, 
London WC2. 

£5.25. 

''PHIS is the third edition of a very 
J- well-known reference work which 
offers a complete record of everything 
flown by the Royal Navy up to the 
present time. If carriers finally disappear, 
it may in fact be the complete record, 
for this new edition is brought right up 
^ Continued on page 227 
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Letters to the Editor 




Phantom detail 

W HILE reading the painting instruc- 
tions of the latest Airfix Phantom, 
I noticed that the F4-D shown is the 
same as the one shown in the April 1970 
edition of Airfix Magazine, being a 
machine of the 431st Tactical Fighter 
Squadron USAF. The kit has all the 
correct markings but the jet orifice to be 
used to make up the F4-D is wrong. 
Airfix suggest using the old smaller type 
(as used on F4-B) but in the article men- 
tioned above, it showed the new, larger 
type (as used on F4-E). It’s not a big 
mistake but to the modeller who wants 
correct details it is essential. Also, to 
complete the model a ‘stabilator “feel” 
pressure inlet* made from a small piece 
of spare plastic could be added. This 
goes under the pilot mast on the vertical 
stabiliser. 

Iain Barnard, London Ell. 


Airfix Harrier 

I T may be of interest to readers to 
know that the Harrier aircraft, as 
depicted by the Airfix kit, XV738, is 
currently employed by the flight test 
department of Rolls-Royce, now concen- 
trated at Filton. The aircraft has lost 
most of the camouflage scheme originally 
applied, and for the most part is finished 
in natural metal. 

As L like to finish as many of my 
models in the markings of operational 
squadrons, as far as possible, I would 
like to suggest an easy way of bringing 
the Airfix Harrier ‘into service*. It is an 
easy ‘re-paint* job to turn XV738 into 
XV783 of No 4 Squadron, based at 
Wildenrath as part of the Second Tacti- 
cal Air Force in Germany. 

Make the model in the approved 
manner, with modifications to the vortex 
generators and additional aerials to taste, 
and remember not to add the underwing 
stores or pylons until after painting and 
applying the new markings. Underwing 
serials and fuselage serials are applied, 
reversing the ‘8’ and ‘3*. The roundels are 
applied, ‘B’ type (I used Almarks) to the 
upperwing and engine intake sides, and 
the kit-supplied ‘D* type to under the 
wing. The two-tone fin flash I modified 
from an Almark fin strip, and the ejector 
seat and ‘Rescue* markings 1 used from 
the kit. The difficult bit comes when you 
apply the squadron markings. There are 
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no transfers available of No 4 Squadron 
markings, so I was forced to manufacture 
my own by painting on a spare bit of 
transfer sheet, covering in matt varnish, 


CONTRIBUTIONS 

Letters to the Editor selected for publica- 
tion entitle the senders to each receive 
a free Airfix plastic construction kit, and 
the publication of photographs from 
readers is similarly rewarded. As from 
this issue a new scheme comes into 
force whereby Airfix Products Ltd award 
the kits on the foilowing scale : 

ONE letter or photograph published is 
rewarded by any kit from Series 1-6 in- 
clusive. For TWO letters or photographs 
any one kit up fo and including Series 9 
can be chosen, or alternativeiy two kits 
up to Series 6. For THREE separate 
contributions (eg, photographs) the 
entitlement is one kit up to Series 12 or 
three kits up to Series 6. Readers can 
make their choice on the special card 
which we send out after publication. The 
kits are supplied direct by Airfix Products 
Ltd. 

We receive a iarge volume of mail 
from readers; all letters are read and we 
answer or acknowledge as many as 
possible provided that a SAE or stamp is 
inciuded for repiy. The Editor cannot 
accept responsibiiity for safe keeping of 
contributions though every care is taken. 
Opinions expressed by correspondents 
on this page are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the 
Editor or Airfix Products Ltd. 


and applying in the usual manner. When 
this is completed, all that remains is to 
paint the pylons a dark green (to match 
the camouflage green) together with 
explosive warning triangles, similar to 
ejector seat triangles edges in white. 
Cement them to the model and arm the 
Harrier to your own taste. One example 
of a typical load would be cannon arma- i 
ment on the fuselage, SNEB pods on the 
outer pylons and tanks on the inner | 
pylons. At this stage be warned! The 
tanks supplied with the kit are ferry | 
tanks only, and would not be used in 
combat. To make them authentic, you 
need to extract 28 mm from the middle 
and cement the ends together again. Once 
this is done, you have a more than pass- 
able model of an operational Harrier of 
RAF Germany. 

Michael J. Gcthing, Ascot, Berks. 

Scots Greys 

J HAVE found a way of modelling 
20 mm Scots Greys which I find 
better than the way described by Robert 
Gibson in ‘1815*. Take a French Cuiras- 
sier and treat him, as described, for 
British Dragoons but then remove the 
figure's head and replace it with the head ! 
of one of the New British Grenadiers 
with the pigtail removed. This gives a 
much better figure which is easier to 
make and the resulting figure is more i 
like a heavy cavalry man. ! 

R. Lucas, Tad worth, Surrey. 

Spitfire colours 

1 FEEL I must comment on several 
statements made in Alan W. Hall's 
conversion article on high altitude Spit- 
fires {Airfix Magazine, August 1971). The 
structural alterations described in the 
article are as accurate as one could wish, 
although purists might want to remove 


the cannon blisters from the wings and 
add new ones, from laminated plastic 
card, in the positions shown in the 
accompanying drawing. It should perhaps 
be mentioned that the Spitfire HF Mk 
VIII was not specifically designed as a 
high altitude fighter ; it had the high- 
rated Merlin 61, 63 or 70 engine and the 
extended wings as a rather unusual extra, 
but no pressure cabin. 

What really surprised me were the 
colour scheme details given with the 
article. First, the squadron and individual 
code letters of MDlll and most other 
Spitfire HF VI I Is were not Sky but Sky 
Grey, a colour which can be mixed from 
one part Humbrol HB 6 (Medium Sea 
Grey) and one part matt white. 

Tile colour scheme of the Spitfire HF 
Mk VIII, as drawn, is remarkable to say 
the least. I .should have thought that the 
camouflage was standard desert colour- 
ing, in which case ‘sand* would be 
amended to Middle Stone, ‘dark green* 
to Dark Earth, and ‘Cerulean blue* to 
Azure Blue. As it stands, however, this 
scheme seems to be an instance of a 
deplorable American practice of labelling 
Dark Earth /Dark Green and Dark Earth 
/Middle Stone RAF upper surface 
schemes collectively as ‘Sand and 
Spinach*. 1 think that this trend was per- 
haps initiated by the fact that certain 
American aircraft types destined for 
delivery to the RAF — Kittyhawks, Aira- 
cobras, etc — were painted in a .sand and 
dark green pattern. In the event these 
were diverted elsewhere, the IMOs to the 
American Volunteer Group (the ‘Flying 
Tigers') in China. 

The use of a dark green in JF 447*s 
camouflage scheme may be an individual 
variation, but I cannot believe that the 
names given for the colours used on this 
aircraft arc official designations. In any 
case, I would much appreciate it if these 
points could be cleared up. 

C.T. Lovell, Woollahra, NSW, Australia. 

More memories 

( WAS interested in Mr North*s nos- 
talgic memories of Empire Air Day 
1937, because I, too, remember that day 
{Airfix Magazine, October 1971). 

1 joined the RAF in 1936 and after my 
‘square-bashing* at Uxbridge, I was 
posted, of all places, to Turnhousc, Edin- 
burgh, a mere hour's journey from home. 

We did not have a Fury at Turnhousc 
for our display but we had a Gauntlet 
instead, and our biggest showpiece was 
also a Heyford, as at North Weald. 

No 603 Auxiliary Squadron opened the 
show with close formation flying by 
Hawker Harts, and 83 Squadron, also 
based at Turnhousc, then demonstrated 
dive-bombing, with smoke bombs, in 
their Hinds, which brings me to the main 
rea.son for writing this letter. 

It seems to me that Mr North's picture 
No 2, quoted as a Hawker Hind of 15 
Squadron, is not in fact a Hind. 

The only Hart variants fitted with the 
long, cranked, exhaust pipes, were the 
Demons, Hardy's and Audaxis. 
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The first Hinds had open ports, flush 
with the cowlings as on Harts, but later 
production mc^els were fitted with 
‘ramshorn* outlets similar to those fitted 
on Hurricanes. 

Looking closely at the photograph, 
there seems to be a gun trough running 
along the cowling under the exhaust pipe 
which would identify this aeroplane as 
a Demon because only a Demon carried 
two forward-firing guns. 

Hinds had one gun on the port side 
only and Hinds also had a tail wheel, 
while the plane in the photograph appears 
to have a skid. 

Hinds also carried heavy balance 
weights about six inches in diameter low 
down on the fuselage, just under the 
roundels. This feature is absent in Mr 
North's photograph. 

Photograph No 4 of the Fairey 
Gordon, serial No K1160, is interesting 
in that it is one of a group of aeroplanes 
originally built as II IF Mk IV and con- 
verted to Gordons later. 

The Blackburn Shark could be quite 
correctly designated Torpedo /Reconnais- 
sance /Bomber, for in RN service it 
carried out all those duties! 

Incidentally, 1 have a photograph of a 
‘one-off* Blackburn Shark which has a 
glazed cockpit cover and a three-blade 
Rotol propeller. 

Oliver Teller, Selkirk, Scotland. 

Old Guard 

A S most modellers will find, the long 
coats of the French Old Guard 
present quite a problem. With the advent 
of the Airfix Washington's Army, this 
can now be solved. 

The pigtail and the American head arc 
removed and a guard bandsman's head 
is placed on the neck. Next, the legs are 
built up with glue to simulate the long 
gaiters, and the unwanted powder horn 
is removed. With simple and careful 
painting, these figures give a very striking 
impression of an Old Guardsman. 

As has been said by Keith Millard in 
this year's April Airfix Magazine, the 
double-breasted jacket of the Napoleon 
French Artillery can be used to make 
line infantrymen. However, this double- 
breasted jacket is correct for the Artil- 
lerymen, as has been proved by subse- 
quent issues of the 1815 serial. 

I). Thlstlethwaite, AInmouth, 
Northumberland. 

Engine detail 

A FEATURE of many aircraft kits 
now on thg market is beautifully 
moulded radial engines. These often in- 
corporate exquisite detail, and 1 feel that 
these arc not done justice to if the engine 
is merely painted black or silver, so I 
have evolved two methods of painting 
which show this detail to the best 
advantage : 

(1) First paint the engine matt black, 
and when dry ‘stipple* over with Airfix 
gun metal on a mottling brush. This will 
impart a fine ‘used* appearance to the 
part. 

(2) Paint the basic moulding gun metal, 
and, when dry, paint in small details in 
silver, steel (Humbrol R217) and copper. 
Use an OO size brush. This is a lot of 
work, but fantastically effective. 

Also, a tip for tho.se making vac- 
formed kits — before cutting out wheels, 
engines and similar parts, fill with body 
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I putty. This will lessen the risk of com- 
ponent collapse at inconvenient times by 
making the parts much stronger. 

I J. J. Walker, Edinburgh. 

Painting detail 

A S a keen Airfix modeller, may I 
suggest an aid to painting the 
smaller details on certain Airfix models? 
An old dried-up felt /nylon tip pen will 
absorb paint, and will provide an easy 
method of painting small details, for 
which even the thinnest brush is often 
too clumsy, the very design of the pen 
being much more comfortable to the 
hand than an ordinary brush. 

I found this method especially good 
for the ‘lining out* on Airfix locomotives, 
and for the Airfix figures, but I am sure 
your readers could nnd numerous other 
applications for it. 

Philip Bevun, Swindon, Wilts. 

Chieftain finish 

^pHE last photograph in AFV Profile 
JL 19 is a head-on view of a Chieftain. 
The picture shows three distinct textures, 
namely : 

1. The polished turret. 

2. The non-slip surfaces of the glacis 
plate. 

3. The comparatively matt finish of the 
mudguards and stowage boxes. 

To achieve this effect, first assemble 
the tank completely except for bits that 
break off easily (machine guns, head- 
lamps), and wash it thoroughly in soapy 
water. Now go over the tank with an 
almost dry brush of the usual silver /black 
mixture of paint, picking out the sharp 
edges. Allow one day to dry and then 
paint the tank a matt dark green with a 
slight amount of Humbrol bronze paint 
added. After five minutes go over the 
glacis plate again with the paint brush 
but dab it this time to roughen the sur- 
face. Allow to dry for one hour. 

Now take a large fairly stiff paintbrush 
and start polishing the turret and glacis 
plate. It is possible to get almost a gloss ' 
finish with the ‘worn* parts now showing | 
through in a realistic way. Finally, paint 
the thermal sleeve a matt brown which 
contrasts with the polished barrel. 

Other improvements are to plug the 
mantlet hole with Plasticine to represent 
the small canvas cover and paint this 
matt brown also. Smooth off the rounded 
front of the headlamps, drill a small hole 
in the centre to represent a light bulb, 
paint silver and then, when dry, add a 
thin coat of varnish. The varnish is also 
realistic on the searchlight and armoured 
glass of the cupola. 

Finally, the stowage box on the left of 
the turret ; although this is actually made 
from rods, it can be represented by three 
pieces of 10 thou card which, when stuck 
on, can be covered by a piece of fine 
cellophane (sweet wrapper) to represent 
a canvas covering and then painted. 

Alex G. Bell, Grove, Berks. 

*Leander' corrections 

''I ''HANK you for the recent model of 
J- a ‘Leander* class frigate and also 
for publishing Peter Hodges* excellent 
article on improving this kit. However, 
there were several omissions and faults 
in the article which sticklers for detail 
might like to correct. 


I The circle on the flight deck should be 
I offset but otherwise Peter Hodges* correc- 
tions to the markings apply. 

The Seacat launcher, though the best 
Airfix have so far produced in a kit, is 
incorrect. The missiles should be on the 
corners of the launcher base, which is 
wrong anyway. The ideal correction is to 
remove the corners of the base, close-up 
to the missiles so that a smaller square 
base is left with the missiles at the 
corners. 

Also, regarding painting details, the 
walkways around the 4.5 inch turret and 
the .sonar well (represented as a series of 
short parallel ribs) should be painted a 
matt green, paler than the decks. 

K. Hall, Ealing, London W13. 

Belgian helicopters 

A S a comment on the report devoted 
to the Fifth International Helicopter 
Rescue Meeting {Airfix Magazine, Octo- 
ber 1971), I would like to add the follow- 
ing details. 

The Belgian Air Force operates a small 
number of Sikorsky HSS-ls. They arc 
based at Coxyde. The Belgian Navy 
operates two of them, OT-ZKH and 
OT-ZKG. They are painted dark blue 
and dayglo orange : a white anchor is 
painted over the left roundel. In a very 
near future, light shipbornc helicopters 
will enter the service. 

R. Cauchie, Brussels. Belgium. 

Glazing material 

I HAVE found a substitute for clear 
plastic card which I find is too thick 
for 1:76 scale windshields. It is a pro- 
duct by a firm called Hawid who make 
stamp hinges; not the common stamp 
hinges, but a special type consisting of 
two rectangles of plastic the thickness of 
cellophane with the pliability of stiff 
paper. It can be cut with a craft knife 
and stuck to polystyrene with liquid 
cement. It is perfectly clear and does not 
have the warps found when looking 
through so-called ‘clear* plastic card. As 
yet I haven't found a use for the other 
piece of plastic so it ends up in the spares 
box. 

N. Wedderburn-Ogiivy, Milngavle, 
Dumbarton. 

Paint tip 

W ITH reference to N. J. Thatcham's 
letter (May 1969 issue) that if you 
spray plastic cars, aircraft, etc, with 
cellulose car spray it will attack the 
plastic. My father recently sprayed my 
Ford Capri Aubergine. First he gave it 
a very thin coat of paint and let this dry. 
After it was hard he then gave it another 
coat and let it harden. The next day he 
sprayed it until it came up to the correct 
colour. The roughness that was left was 
slight ‘orange peel*. This is polished with 
Duraglit until smooth and shiny. Parts 
55 and the appropriate part of 35 arc 
then painted with the touch-in can of 
Aubergine, same method as above. 

Geoffrey Fisher, Westminster SWl. 
Mr Fisher sent us a sample of plastic 
treated in the manner described. It looks 
very good . — Editor. 


Waffen-SS: Its Divisional Insignia, reviewed 
last month on page 138, Is obtainable from 
Key Publications, 34 High Street, Sevenoaks, 
Kent and not from the address we quoted in 
the review. 
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BA576:N, a Blenheim VD of an unknown squadron in India. 
The roundel has been partly modified to that used as standard 
in SEAC from 1943, the fin stripe completely so. 

Bombing Colours — from page 202 

but it was too late to do anything about it. Specifications were 
issued to the industry in Britain and de llavilland among others 
hastily prepared plans. These were discarded in favour of a 
British specification placed with the Vultee company in America 
for the design of a dive-bomber, which became the Vengeance, 
first flown in July 1941. It was mid- 1 942 before the aeroplane 
began to be delivered to the British, by which time the consider- 
able number on contract provided some embarrassment. The 
Vengeance was not fast enough for employment over Hurope 
where its role would be of little value now. It was poorly armed, 
and came on to the scene when effective fighter-bombers were 
being evolved amidst vastly changing close-support ideas. The dive- 
bomber. many considered, was a sitting target to ground defences. 
In the Middle East, close support squadrons were successfully 
operating Bostons and Baltimores and there was no need for the 
Vengeance. An unkind notion later existed to replace the Blen- 
heim in Bomber Command with the Vengeance, and AN888 and 
AN889 arrived for evaluation at Boscombe Down in July 1942. 
Mercifully this latter-day Fairey Battle was not foisted on to the 
home-based squadrons: instead it was now to pass to India and 
the Burma front where, it was reckoned, it could be operated 
with less risk than over Europe. The Vengeance virtually slid 
into SEAC supplies building up in 1942 and ’43, the initial com- 
mitment being two squadrons. Nos 82 and 84. AN609 later found 
its way to Farnborough for prolonged work and AN6I0 was 
brought to the Bomber Development Unit at Feltwell for further 
evaluation: completed at Newmarket in October 1943. My recol- 
lection of this aircraft is chiefly of the Harvard-like sound she 
made, her angular form being quite unlike any other aeroplane 
around at the time. AN610 was finished Dark Brown /Dark 
Earth Yellow. Like quite a few ‘prototype’ and experimental air- 
craft she had a yellow letter ‘P’ on the fuselage without the 
yellow circle prescribed for prototypes. 

The first Vengeance squadron in the Far East was No 82 which 
began equipping at Drigh Road. AN956:U was with the squad- 
ron in June and other early aircraft included AN845, ’852, ’921 
and ’947. By mid- 1 943, Mks I I A and II w ere in service. No 84 
Squadron received Vengeances at Quetta. No 1 10 Squadron began 
getting them at Quetta in October and No 45 received its first 
two Vengeances on December II. The first operation with the 
new type was flown by No 82 Squadron on December 17, an 
anti-submarine patrol over the Bay of Bengal. No more opera- 
tions were flown for many months, and No 110 Squadron began 
operations from Madhaigang on March 19, 1943. This was a 
high level bombing mission, and the Vengeance was destined 
never to serve much in its dive-bomber role. IIO’s aircraft in use 
in March 1943 included AN9I9:A. AN920:L and AN927:N. 
all finished in Dark Green Dark Earth /Sky with medium grey 
individual letters aft. 

To form the nucleus of a night-bomber force a few Wellington 
ICs reached Ansansol. India, in April 1942 in the hands of 215 
Squadron, wearing the usual temperate scheme camouflage and 


had grey individual letters. Their subsequent bases were Panda- 
veswar between April and August, Madras until October, and 
Chaklala up to March 1943. No 215 was joined by 99 Squadron 
also with ICs which arrived at Pandaveswar in September 1942 
and moved the following month to Digri. 

Failure to develop a Blenheim replacement gave a major head- 
ache to Bomber Command. The Bristol Buckingham might have 
fulfilled this niche but its requirement specification had been 
issued loo late. The Mosquito in its then current form was not 
a replacement and in very short supply. When the Blenheim’s 
useful life ended late 1941 there was nothing to take its place 
apart from the Boston, also in short supply. Bristol, however, 
had developed the Blenheim V, commonly called Bisley, designed 
as a close-support bomber, but it was only a small advance over 
the Mk IV. More to keep important production lines intact at 
Rootes than because the Air Force wanted it. Mk V production 
proceeded at a rapid pace in 1942, during the middle of which 
the Mk VD began to equip some home-based squadrons destined 
for north-west Africa. Since the Vengeance appeared to have 
tactical limitations, and because Blenheim spares were easily 
available, several Mk Vs were sent to India replacing Mk IVs in 
Nos II. 34 and 113 Squadrons in autumn 1942. No 113 Squad- 
ron, for example, received its first VD, BA578, on CXtober 18, 

1942. It became evident that the fighter-bomber had more to 
offjr than the Blenheim V which was ultimately replaced by the 
Hurricane. Therefore, in operations in 1943 the Blenheim VD, 
Vengeance, Wellington 1C and Liberator II made up the bomber 
force. 

With the increase in RAF strength in India and new aircraft 
types slotted into the squadrons, the Army Command :r. General 
Wavell. felt that he could launch an offensive into Burma by 
December 1942. 

Wavell had a choice of three fronts: the Arakan, Arakan- 
Imphal and the route to Mandalay. He chose to act with caution, 
to attack Akyab and hold it as a forward base. Going was tough, 
with the RAF attacking villages, troops and transports ahead 
of the advancing Army in a campaign that lasted until May 

1943. By then all the new types had seen some action and the 
bomber force numbered 1 1 squadrons as follows : 


Sqn 

No 

Equipment 

Example 

Base 

Notes 

11 

Blenheim IV/VD 

27803 

Feni. India 


34 

Blenheim IV/VD 

BA287 

Madras 

Mk V first reed 
12.42 

45 

Vengeance II 

AN656-H 

Ansansol 

Vengeance reed 
12.42. replaced 
Blenheim IV 

60 

Blenheim IV 

2959 1 

Dohazari 

Replaced 8.43 by 
Hurricane 

82 

Vengeance l/IA 

AN957-Y 

E2855 

AN845 

Ansansol 

Left UK early 1942 

84 

Vengeance 1 

Ratmalana. 

Ceylon 

Reed 12.42. no 
operations until 
16.2.44 

99 

Wellington 1C 

DV875 

Chaklala 

Began operations 
11.42 

110 

Vengeance 1 

AN927-N 

MadhaioanJ 

Left UK 3.42 

113 

Blenheim VD 

BA916 

Ch^ndina 


159 

Liberator II 

ALP03 

Diqri. India 


215 

Wellington 1C 

HF900-T 

Jessore 

Began operations 
24.4.42 




Michael .1. F. Bowycr 
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Above : Two new Airfix kits are the famous pocket battleship Graf Spee and a Douglas Invader. 



Two New Airfix Kits 

T he Douglas Invader positively bristles with heavy and light 
armament and the Airfix kit in I :72 scale captures ail the 
fine detail of this multi-purpose light bomber. The plane was 
designed to meet a USAAF specification in early 1940 and four 
years later it flew with the US 9ih Air Force, part of which was 
ba.scd in Britain. The completed model, which is 8i inches long 
with a wing span of Hi inches, can be modelled with the under- 
carriage and bomb doors in the oF>cn or closed position. The 
ailerons on the wings and tailplane elevators are moveable and 
the tail fin can be set in any desired position. 

The Airfix kit can be made up as either an A-26B Invader of 
the 670 Squadron (416 Bomb Group) based at Laon, France, 
during December 1944 when the plane was nicknamed ‘Miss 
Mildred’, or as a B-26C of the 37 Squadron (17th Bomb Group) 
which was based at Pusan in Korea during 1952 and called 
‘Monie’. Both versions of the plane carry a cluster of machine 
guns over the nose and in the wings, plus four cannons on the 
underside of each wing. Landing lights, communications antennae, 
windscreen wiper blades, range finders, four bombs and pilot 
stirrup steps have all been carefully moulded, although modellers 
will find extra care necessary when fixing some of these smaller 


items. The kit comes complete with display stand, two sets of 
transfers and complete painting instructions. The price is 63p. 

The other new kit is a I :6()0 scale replica of the famous 
German battleship Graf Spee. On the completed model, which 
is 12 inches long, all items of deck detail have been accurately 
reproduced. The main gun turrets which each housed three 28 cm 
guns, and on the model the gun barrels themselves can be elevated 
to various firing positions, and items of ancillary equipment are 
clearly defined. The Graf Spee's armament also included three 
15 cm quick-firing guns, single mounted; six 10.5 cm anti-aircraft 
guns, eight torpedo tulK‘s of 53.3 cm calibre. Deck detail itself 
is impressive and includes three motor launches, lifeboats, navi- 
gational and communications equipment, two aircraft cranes, 
catapult, torpedo tubes and anchor chains. 

The Admiral Graf Spee was built at the Wilhelmshaven Naval 
Dockyard and launched on June 30, 1934. During the latter part 
of 1939 she served in the South Atlantic and Indian Ocean, sink- 
ing nine ships totalling over 50,000 tons. She was engaged by 
British cruisers Achilles. Ajax and Exeter at the now famous 
battle of the River Plate on December 13, 1939, and after sus- 
taining extensive damage she put in to Montevideo, which was 
a neutral harbour, and was granted a 72 hour stay. However, on 
December 17, the captain, realising that she was no longer in 
battle order, pul to sea and scuttled his ship. The Graf Spee had 
a displacement of 12,100 tons, was 593 feet long and carried a 
complement of 1,150 officers and men. Price of the kit is 49p. 


to the present and includes all the latest 
types in service. New pictures, new 
material, new drawings, and a new 
appendix covering ships operating heli- 
copters are features of this latest edition. 
Like all the Putnam books in this series 
it is beautifully written and finely pro- 
duced. representing excellent value 
(over 460 pages) for the money. It is, in 
short, the perfect reference book on the 
subject. 

Aircraft Profile 225 : Me 163 Komet. 
Profile Publications Ltd. Coburg House. 
Sheet Street. Windsor Berks. 

35p. 

I ATEST Aircraft Profile is a tour de 
j force on the Luftwaffe’s little Komet 
rocket fighter and is packed with rare 
pictures, some excellent colour art, and 
the complete technical story of an 
ingenious and somewhat hair-raising air- 
craft. It is the ideal reference book for 
anyone modelling this aircraft and excel- 
lent value for its modest price. 

Plastic Scale Model Aircraft. 

W. R. Matthews. 

Almark Publishing Co Ltd. 270 
Burlington Road. New Malden. Surrey. 
£1 (paperback); £1.60 (hardback). 

I N the inimitable W. R. Matthews 
fashion, this book covers the basics 
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New Books — from page 223 

of assembling, detailing, and converting 
from aircraft kits. It is particularly strong 
on adding working detail (like folding 
undercarriages) to model aircraft, but it 
covers all aspects well with plenty of 
good modji pictures, about 100 in all; 
1 1 of these are in colour. There are 
numerous line drawings, good photo 
coverage of the details mentioned in the 
text. Anyone aiming to build better 
models will find this book useful. 
Numerous conversion ideas are suggested. 

MILITARY 

Infantn Action 1925-1975 Wargames 
Rules. * 

Published by the Wargames Research 
Group. 

45p. 

''pHIS well-thought-out and admittedly 
I- rather complicated book is a must 
for any wargamer who wants to add 
greater realism to small-scale infantry 
engagements of the type fought during 
the Second World War. Korea, and the 
Malayan Emergency. Based on the usual 
20 and 25 mm wargames figures, these 
rules can also be adapted to the larger 
I 32 or 54 mm figures with an adjust- 
ment to the ground scale. 

Altogether this book should provide 


hours of fascinating wargaming as it is 
one of the most realistic set of rules we 
have yet come across, allowing neither 
side more information than they would 
actually have in any battle : always a 
problem in wargaming. Available from 
Bob O’Brien, Wargames Research Group, 
75 Ardingly Drive, Goring-by-Sea, 
Susssex. At 45p plus 3p postage, it is 
well worth the money. 


The Universal Soldier. 

Edited by Martin Windrow and 
Frederick Wilkinson. 

Guinness Superlatives Ltd. 

£4.50. 

^pHIS large format book, with full-page 
JL colour illustrations covers the life 
and conditions of ordinary soldiers from 
AD 43 up to 1944. Fourteen different 
soldiers are described, from one Cains 
Largennius Optio in Legio II Augusta, 
through George Morrison of the 95th 
Rifles, to Jurgen Stempel Obergefreiter of 
Panzer Grenadier Regl 394. Each soldier 
is a composite character drawn fit>m 
I contemporary documents and all the 
! incidents they arc involved in arc true. 
Altogether a very lush production that 
will make someone a fine Christmas 
present. 
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Vertol V 107-11; the Boeing- Vcrtol 
KVI07-II, which is an airliner version of 
the V107-I1; and the Sikorsky SH3A/D 
Sea King. Despite their small scale, these 
models are by no means impractically 
small, being 5-6 inches long, and they 
fit in really well with the other kits in 
the series, and are interesting enough to 
attract attention in their own right. All 
are finely detailed, entirely flash-free, and 
fit together very well indeed. The Vertol 
twin-rotor machines feature rear doors 
which can be opened and closed, so that 
they can be depicted in a variety of 
positions. 

The real attraction of these models are 


the extremely diverse colours in which 
they can be finished, and for which 
transfers are provided. The airliner 
VI 07-1 1 has the colourful markings for 
Pan-American, New York Airways, and 
Kawasaki Heavy Industries. The Sea 
King has transfers for machines of the 
Royal Navy, the Japanese Navy and the 
US Navy, this machine being the famous 
*66’ from USS Hornet. The Vertol 
KV 107-11 includes markings for no less 
than six different machines, including 
one of the RCAF, three Japanese 
machines, and two Swedish ones. 
Although our instruction sheets were in 
Japanese, they were very easy to follow, 
although without research it would not 
be possible to work out the colours the 
kits should be painted in unless the finish 
chosen is one which appears on the box 


lid. Nevertheless, these three models are 
highly recommended to anyone looking 
for slightly unusual subjects, and they 
are a delight to build and display. At 
49p each they arc good value considering 
their quality and the number of alterna- 
tive transfers provided. P.W, 

Heller: 1 :400 scale destroyer 

A WELCOME addition to the Heller 
1 :400 scale ship range is the escort 
vessel Maille Breze. The highly detailed 
kit, modelled from official ship plans 
according to Heller, contains over 100 
parts. The assembly is quite straight- 
forward and the finished model well 
captures the character of the original. 
Most large model shops now stock this 
kit. The price is £1.25. C.O.E. 



DEKUITON 



M 


A brilliant successor 
to his bestseller Bomber 


‘As in all Mr Deighton’s books, the inci- 
dental detail is unpeccable: as well as the 
hardware, military idioms, superstitions and 
attitudes are convincing.’ financial times 
‘Readable these sketches of men at war 
certainly are -the writing is taut, laconic 
and vivid.’ daily telegraph ‘A dazzling 
display of technical skill.’ new statesman 

JON A THAN CAPE, £1.50 




ACETATE COVERS 

• DUST PROOF • CRYSTAL CLEAR 

• HAND MADE • FLOCK COVERED 
PLATFORM ON STOUT GLOSSCARD BASE 



A 4*51 *5 B 2l*3*l2^si::^C4*5i *31 

55p 45p SOp 

PROTECT AND ENHANCE YOUR MODELS 
Obtainable by past, plus lOp p&p (U.K. only) from 
J’S MODEL CENTRE. EST. 1945 
15 WESTCOURT LN., SHEPHERDS WELL. DOVER. KENT 


MODEIMM HOBBY PBOOUCTS 

8 MIGHELL AVENUE 
REDBRIDGE ILFORD ESSEX 

NEW! Modelmark Decals sheet 2 . . . The Debden Ea{ies 1/72 scale 
Full decals in 1/72 scale for P47 Thunderbolt ‘Lollapoluza’ 
P5IB 'Meiner Kleiner’ and a P5ID. All decals are included plus 
full drawings and colouring details in the usual Modelmark 
style. 30p • 5p postage 

NEW! The fascinating book that inspired our decal sheet no. 2. 
THE DEBDEN EAGLES by Garry L. Fry 
Contains 102 pages with over 200 photos showing never 
before seen colour schemes and emblems. Colour photos and 
full artwork also included. The most complete history of an 
Air Force Group. £3.25 • 25p postage 

Decals. Sheet I for Luftwaffe fighters in 1/72 scale. Bfl09E ’Bomb over 
Malta*. Bfl IOC ‘Dragon in Shield*. Me262a-I ‘Greenheart*. 
Full decals, drawings, colour schemes and histories. 

25p 5p postage 

Modelmask. The new formula liquid masker to eliminate Sellotape 
problems. Simply brush on. paint and peel off. 

I5p ■ 5p postage 

Flex-i-Grit. The sandpaper revolution. This paper is totally re- 
usable and will never wear out. Simply use. wash and use 
again, and again. 20p 5p postage 

Green Stuff. The world’s best body putty. Shrink free, will not 
crumble, non-absorbent, ready for filing in 30 minutes. By far 
the best material available anywhere. 

48p • 5p pottage 

The Squadron. The new American quarterly magazine from the 
world’s largest hobby group. Conversions, tips, reviews. 
Armour, Aircraft. Figures, etc. Full of facts, figures and 
interest. 30p 5p £1.20 per year post free 

We regret that we have been forced to increase our prices on the last 

two items. This is due to the imposition of Purchase Tax and is entirely 

beyond our control. 


In Stock soon. Les Higgins—Napoleonlc, British 
Colonial and Highland Infantry figures. 25 mm 
scale. Also available will be ‘Fuzzy Wuzzeys' and 
Dervishes. In stock now 20 mm scale English Civil 
War and Marlborough period figures. We also 
stock Tamiya, Nichimo, Otaki, Lindberg, Airmodel, 
AIrfix and many others. Mail order a pleasure. 

MODELS AND CAMERAS 
35 Salisbury Street, Blandford, Dorset 

Telephone 2509 
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EVERYTHING FOR PLASTIC MODELLERS 


Now ! Our own complete Plastic Kit Catalogue 22p post paid. 

Special Christmas Offer! Airfix Messerschmitt Bf.109 1/24th scale 

kit £2 post paid. 


NEW AIRCRAFT KITS 
AIRFIX VIGILANTE 1 72 Kit 49p 
AIRFIX INVADER 1 72 Kit 65p. 

FROG HELLCAT 1/72 Kit 19p. 

FUJIMI SPITFIRE 1 48 Kit £1.15. 

HASEGAWA CURTISS BF2C-1 1/32 Kit £2.00. 
HASEGAWA BOEING P-12E 1 32 Kit £2.00. 

REVELL MITSUBISHI RAIDEN 1 32 Kit £1.11. 

OTAKI LOCKHEED C5A GALAXY 1/144 Kit £3.65. 

NEW ARMOUR KITS 
TAMIYA AFRIKA KORPS FIGURES 1/35 24p. 

TAMIYA U.S. SHERIDAN TANK 1 35 £2.30. 

TAMIYA PzKw 2, WITH CREW 1/35 99p. 

TAMIYA OFFICER SET 1 35 24p. 

NEW SHIP KITS 

TAMIYA JAP HEAVY CRUISER SUZUYA 1/700 Kit 75p. 
TAMIYA VOSPER FAST PATROL BOAT 1/72 Kit £3.99. 
REVELL U.S.S. FLASHER SUB KIT £1.35. 

AURORA RUSSIAN MISSILE SHIP MOSCOW KIT 79p. 
HELLER VIKING SHIP KIT £2.20. 


NEW AIRFIX BIG 1 12 SCALE 4i LITRE BENTLEY £4.50. 
JUST ARRIVED. TAMIYA 1 12 FERRARI 312B KIT £3.87. 
NEW VEHICLE KITS 

A.M.T. FORD SHORT HAULER TRUCK £5.07. 

A.M.T. CHEVY TITAN 90 TRUCK £4.20. 

A.M.T. CHEVY RESCUE VAN £2.55. 

A.M.T. TRAILMOBILE DOUBLE VAN £6.99. 

A.M.T. AmLAFRANCE PUMPER £5.99. 

NEW FIGURES 

HISTOREX SCOTS GREYS FOUR TYPES £1.65 each. 
AIRFIX WASHINGTON ARMY 1/72 17p. 

AIRFIX BRITISH GRENADIERS 1/72 17p. 

AIRFIX 54 mm BRITISH GUARDSMAN 17p. 

AIRFIX 54 mm BRITISH HUSSAR 24p. 

HUMBROL AUTHENTIC PAINT SETS 54p. 

ALMARK BOOKS-ALL TITLES STOCKED 
BELLONA MILITARY VEHICLE BOOKS 
BELLONA MILITARY VEHICLE DATA 
ALL PROFILES IN STOCK-ARMOUR-AIRCRAFT-SHIPS- 
SMALL ARMS 

MOST SLATERS PRODUCTS IN STOCK 


PLEASE ADD POSTAGE TO ALL ORDERS. 


CATALOGUES: Airfix 22p, RevellISp, Aurora 18p, FroglOp, Slaters 18p, Heller 13p, Historex 40p. etc. All post paid. 

JONES BROS. OF CHISWICK Dept. A 
56 Turnham Green Terrace, Chiswick, W.4 

Tel. 01-994 0858 Est. 1911 . 

Closed all-day Thursday Member I.P.M.S. 


APEX CRAFT 

22 CHURCH GATE, LEICESTER 
Tel: 59187 

Mail orders invited. Take advantage of our 25 years 
trading experience. 

KITS By Airfix, Tamiya, Revell, Pyro, Frog, 

Heller, Historex, Hasegawa 

MATERIALS Plasticard, balsawood, tubing, rodding, 
microstrip, gears and 50 i- types of 
motors. 

BOOKS MAP, Almark, Profile Series, Bland- 

ford, PSL, Johnson, Ian Allan, Aircam, 
Bellona. 

Complete catalogue covering above lOp 

MAIN AGENTS FOR KIRK MINIATURE 
FIGURINES 

27 models In 54 mm, 44 models in 20 mm 
Kirk Black and White Military Figure Posters 55p 
including post and packing 

Diorama Land and Seascape Bases ranging from 

25p-100p 

Trade enquiries only for above 
Available in the near future— Full Size Railway Loco 
Nameplates, etc. 

Revised Napoleonic Wargamer Rules by Halsall 
60p including post and packing 

Seagull, Magpie, Prescot-Pick up card models from 
22^p, lists 5p 


MODELMARK 

HOBBY PRODUCTS 

8 MIGHELL AVENUE 
REDBRIDGE . ESSEX . ENGLAND 

Telephone 01-550 9982 

NEW! Bf109E in mighty 1/24 scale from Airfix. This 
kit is simply fantastic. The detail and the finish 
must be seen to be believed. Price £1.95 

NEW! Revell 1/32 scale releases. P47D Thunderbolt 
‘Razorback’. R.A.F. S.E. Asia decals. 

Price £1.15 

P51 Mustang 111. Malcolm hood versions with 
R.A.F. decals. Price 95p 

Also Hurricane, Stuka, Spitfire, Seafire, Bf109E, 
Bf109G, Stuka, P40, Corsair. Price £1.05 

RARE Original Merit Kits! 1/48 scale. Hawker Hunter, 
Swordfish, Tiger Moth, Walrus all at 80p. 
These are the original kits in the original boxes 
and with the original decals. 

NEW! Airfix massive 1/12 scale Bentley. New scale 
super detail kit. Price £4.50 

Best Swann Morton surgical scalpel with six ultra 
sharp blades. The best hobby tool in the world 
without a doubt. Price 45p 

Postage; Please add 10% for all orders up to £5. 
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NORDIC MODELS 

Tel. No. 01-574-3173 


26 High Street 
Southall, Middx. 


MOTORISED TANKS 
Tamiya 

1/21 German Assault Gun 

£3.99 

1/21 

German PZKW3 

£3.99 

1/21 

U.S. Sherman 

£3.99 

1/21 

R/C M4G Big Shot 

£5.70 

1/25 

Chieftain 

£5.30 

1/25 

R/C Chieftain 

£6.99 

1/25 

Jagd Panther R/C 
Russian T34 

£6.99 

1/25 

£4.50 

1/25 

R/C Russian SUlOO 

£5.70 

1/25 

R/C Tiger 1 

£7.99 

1/35 

R/C Russian TIOJSIII 

£2.99 

1/35 

R/C Tiger 1 

£2.99 

1/35 

U.S. M60AI R/C 

£3.50 

1/35 

U.S. Sheridan MS5I 

£2.30 

1/35 

R/C Sherman 

£2.40 

1/35 

Chieftain 

£2.30 

1/35 

Jagd Panther 

R/C Duster M42 

£2.30 

1/35 

£2.40 

1/35 

Soviet 

£2.30 

1/35 

U.S. M60AI 

£2.60 

1/35 

Schwimmwagen 

70p 

1/48 

U.S. M60AI 

85p 

1/48 

U.S. M60AIE 

85p 

1/48 

U.S. M60 

85p 

1/48 

Russian T3476 

85p 

1/48 

Swedish 

85p 

Nichimo Nitto Otaki 

1/24 U.S. Jeep 

95p 

1/30 

R/C U.S. M60 

£4.80 

1/30 

TiMr 1 

£4.80 

1/35 

R/C Centurion 

£2.40 

1/35 

Hanomag 

£1.40 

1/48 

King Tiger 

99p 

1/48 

Leopard 1 1 

99p 

CLOCKWORK TANKS 

1/40 German SDKFZ222 

60p 

1/40 

German SDKFZ250/I0 

80p 

1/40 

German SDKFZ250/3 

80p 

1/40 

French EBR75A 

60p 

1/40 

Hornet 

60p 

1/40 

Saladin 

60p 

1/40 

King Tiger 

58p 

1/40 

U.S. M60 

58p 


AIRFIX STATIC TANKS 
Chieftain. Ptnzer, Centurian 23p 

AIRCRAFT 
Revell 1/72 

Skyrocket. StarFire. Thunderstreak, 
Scorpion, Super Sabre 4lp 

Phantom. Marauder. JU88. Corsair. 
SAAB. Vifilante. Stiletto. Bronco. 
Sikorsky. Caravelle. etc. 47p 


Revell 1/32 
BI7. Dambuster. Focke-Wulf. Fill. 
Catalina, etc 75p 

Zero. Aleutian Tiger. I09G. Spitfire. 
P40E, I09F. Seafire. Mustang. Wildcat 
»2 d 

Hurricane. Thunderbolt. Stuka. Bell 
Huey. etc. £1.11 

Lightning P38 £l.4j 

Revell 1/28 
Spad, Sopwith. Fokker 86p 

Revell 1/72 Small Aircraft 


Spad 
Sopwith Camel 
Nieuport 
Fokker 

Morane Saulnier 
Fokker DR I 
Nieuport 28 
Spitfire 
MEI09 
Thunderbolt 
Brewster Buffalo 
Boeing Kaydet 
Boeing P26A 
Kawasaki Hien 


Focke 190 
Hurricane 
Zero 
Mustang 
Tempest 
Kittyhawk 
ME262 
Corsair 
Grumman 
Airacobra 
PZL.PIIC 
Fiat CR42 
Macchi MC200 
Curtiss Hawk 
I9p 


Airfix 

NEWBIGMEI09 £1.95 

1/24 Spitfire £1.95 

Lockheed 83p 

Boeing 747 Jumbo £1.20 

Concorde 63p 

Russian Vostok 6Sp 

Boeing 707. Dakou. Ilushin 49p 


BARGAIN OFFER 



Purchase a Tamiya 
Ferrari or Matra F.l. 
car kit from us and 
obtain this magnifi- 
cent OUSTCOVER 
(Usual price £1.40) 

For only 75p 

(Post and packing free) 

The best way 
protect your models 
Send for your Bar- 
gain Offer now ! 

Limited quantitie 
available. (This offer 
applies to U.K. only) 


Trident. Sea King. Saab Viggien, Luna 
Module. Jetstream. Boeing 737. etc. 
(Plus all models as their list) 33p 

CARS 

Tamiya 1/12 

Ferrari FI. Honda FI. Lotus 49B. 
Matra £4.40 

Porsche 910 £6.50 

Lola T70 Mk. Ill £7.99 

Tamiya 1/18 

Porsche 910. Nissan. McLaren. M8A. 
Lola T 1 60 £2.99 

Subaru £1.80 

Bandai 1/12 

STP Turbine £6.25 

Bandai 1/16 

Porsche Carrera 6. Alfa Romeo £3.85 
Bandai I '23 

Lamborghini Marzal £3.50 

Lotus 47GT, Toyota 7 £1.93 

Ford Capri. Chaparral 2F £2.30 

McUren M6B £2.17 

De Tomaso Mangusta £1.93 

AMT: Big. Big Trucks 
Peicrbilt Truck £4.20 

Ford Dump Truck £5.07 

LNT.8000 Ford Truck £3.38 

Chevy Titan 90 Truck £4.20 


; Kenworth W925 Tipper £4.29 

I Double Van Trailers £6.99 

Kenworth Truck with Double Van 
I Trailers £9.15 

Ford Truck with Transporter £7.50 
Lafrance Fire Engine £8.63 

SHIPS GALLEONS 
Revell 

Sullivans. PT207. Sports Fisher, Pnnz 
Eugen 48p 

Nautilus. Pirate Ship 53p 

I North Carolina. Tugboat. Benledi. 
Tirpitz. Russian Spy Ship. USS Wash- 
ington. Forrest Sherman. Longbeach. 
Boston. Essex 75p 

Gunboat Tacoma 96p 

Golden Hind. Bounty. Mayflower. 
Beagle. Constitution. Victory. Charles 
Morgan £1.19 

Essex. Wasp. Hornet. Yorktown. 
USS Flasher. Enterprise £1.35 

Constitution. Thermopylae. Mayflower 
Cutty Sark £2.42 


Postage and Packing (Home) 

Add 10% to all orders up to £5; over 
£5 free; minimum lOp. 

Postage and Packing (Overseas) 

Add 30% on all orders; minimum SOp 


MAIL ORDERS A PLEASURE— BUT PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 



Left: 

I8''x7''x 

7" high. 

Left: 

I8'*x7''x 

high. 

46x18x26 

P-P* 20p 



Left: 

I3''X6''X 

. . ~ 1 , 33x15x13 

C”'- 

Price 

U.K. 75p 

p.p. 20p 

TITAN DUSTCOVERS provide complete protection from dust, dirt 
and damage and at the same time enhance the appearance of the most 
attractive models. These DUSTCOVERS are thermoformed in 
lightweight crystal-clear plastic and are so shaped to provide maxi- 
mum rigidity. Ideally suited for model TANKS, CARS, BOATS, 
MILITARIA, etc. etc. Also available are base Inserts— one so moulded 
to give realistic ground effect when painted and one giving a mirror 
effect. 

Large moulded insert ISp, Large mirror insert 27ip, Small 
moulded insert lOp, Small mirror insert 17^0 

Send for your DUSTCOVER now. Trade enquiries invited from Retailers 
and Distributors Home and Overseas 

WEST GERMANY HOLLAND 

Piccomat Gmbh., Overbeek 

5022 Junkersdorf bei, Kdin Knappertlaan 31 

TITAN MANUFACTURING CO. 

24/26 High Street, Southall, Middx., England 

Tel. No. 01-574-3173 


230 


AIRFIX magazine 


r 


MAIL ORDER SPECIALS 



FROG KITS 


^ GRUNMAN F.6F- 
^ HELLCAT F.Mk.1 


21p 


D.H. Vampire 
M.E, 109 Bf F 
P.408 

Whittle Jet 
Hawker Sea Fury 
Hawker Hurricane I le 
Westland Wallace 
Westland Wyvern 
Westland Wessex 
Fairey Barracuda 


1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 


2lp 

2lp 

2lp 

2lp 

lip 

2lp 

30p 

30p 

30p 

30p 


M.E. 110 G 
Douglas Havo: 
Bristol 138 
Dornier Do. I7z 
E.E. Lightning 
Phantom 
Whitley A.W. 
Shackleton 
Emily 
Caravelle 
Airship RlOO 

SPECIAL 

Frog Houpur Glider 
Tupelov SB. 2 


1/72 40p 

1/72 40p 

1/72 40p 

1/72 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
1/72 £1.05 
1/72 £1.22 
1/72 £1.45 

1/96 £1.00 

l/SOO 87ip 


1/72 

1/72 


2lp 

40p 


k 

% 

I 

I 

f 

I 

f 


r 

(I 


ARMS AND ARMOUR 


NEW TAMIYA 

* PZKW 2 WITH CREW AND AFRIKA 
KORPS. 

* GERMAN OFFICERSET 

* German Armoured Half Track 
Sd Kfz 250/3 

* German Armoured Half Track 
Sd Kfz 250/10 

'* German Infantry Set (Europe) 

* German Tank Crew Set (Europe 

* German Afrika Korps Set 

* British Tommies Set 

* U.S. Tank Crew Set 
PLUS ALL TAMIYA TANKS 


1/35 

99p 

1/35 

44p 

1/40 

70p 

1/40 

70p 

1/35 

24p 

») 1/35 

24p 

1/35 

24p 

1/35 

24p 

1/35 

24p 

AND 

A.F.V. 


PROFILES/BOOKS 


NEW 

U.S. SCALE MODELLER. VOL. 6. NO. II. 
NOVEMBER 

Contains: Hercules conversion (2 full page 
colour photos). *‘0" Day diorama. Corsair port- 
folio of plans and photos. Plus features not 
found in any other magazine. 67 Jp-J 8p post 
NEW 

AIRFIX ANNUAL, by Chris Ellis £1.25 

Dioramas with a difference 

F.5. Freedom Fighter 

The Ark Royal story 

Plus articles for beginner and expert 

NEW 

Almark 

• PLASTIC MODELLING * £1.00 

by W. R. MATTHEWS 

• NARROW GAUGE RAILWAYS’* £1.00 

PLUS 

The 2 most popular Handbooks by Shire 

Publications 

"Discovering War Games" 25p 

"Discovering Model Soldiers*' 25p 

In Stock 

Camouflage and Markings No. 1-12. 30p each 
Camouflage and Markings. Bound Vol. I. £4.50 

Aircam Books. Superb Value £1.05 each 


Guesswork 


Research and 


End the 
Painting 

Our FAST Postal service, plus large stocks. 
(Aircraft. A.F.V.. Loco, Warships. Small Arms) 
WILL SAVE YOU TIME 
Send stamped envelope for FREE lists 
* Trade supplied in 10 counties, write for 
details 



DECALS 


NEW ABT 

* No. 123. Dewoitine 520. Luftwaffe JG 

101. France 25p 

♦No. 124. M.E.I90 G. Ill/JG 27. 

Mariz 1944. Kdr. Oullberg Wiesb. 25p 
♦No. 125. F.W. 190. Il/Schlacht. 

Geschwader 4. Europe 44-45 
NEW YEOMAN/ESCI 

* 48. National Insignia/Victories gained 
Belgium and Holland. Hurricane 39p 

♦ 49. Italy. Fiat. BR. 20/Cant Z 1005/1007 

♦ 50. Great Briuin. H.P. Halifax. No. 158 
Sqdn. No. 4 Group. H.P. Halifax. No. 
4()6 (Goose) Sqdn. No. 6 RCAF Group 


Send I Op plus large s.a.e. for our 
LATEST AIRMODEL TSK canopies 
and DECAL LISTS 


AIRCRAFT (NEW) 


REVELL 
NEW. 1/32 Scale 
Mits. Raiden. J2M3 
P47. Razorback 
].U.87 Hungarian 
.51. Malcolm Hood 




£1.11 

£1.11 

£1.11 

95p 


PAINTS, ETC. 


NEW BATGER 
AIRBRUSH PAINT SPRAY 
Complete with 2 containers, air hose, 
connector to snap onto commercially 
available propellant, (i.e. Humbrol). Each 
individually boxed with instructions. 

£1.85 

NEW 

MASKING TAPE. Hard back adhesive 
GET A STRAIGHT LINE. lOp per 
roll 


RAREPLANES 


NEW. LIMITEDSUPPLIES 
NORTHROP. A/I7A. I 72. 66p 
Now with wheels and prop included. 
S.A. Envelope for other kits available in 
this range. Don’t forget these are a 
limited production run and will be a 
collectable item. 

SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY 


AIRCRAFT SPECIALS 

MONOGRAM 1/48 scale HASEGAWA 1/72 scale 

M.E. 109 

60p Shinmeiwa PS.I 

£3.75 

Spitfire 

60p Lockheed T.33 

34p 

J.U.87 Stuka 

87p Curtis Seagull 

34p 

Typhoon 

87p Heinkel HE 51 A. 1 

44p 

Dauntless 

87p Heinkel HE.SIB.2 

63p 

Corsair 

87p Seagul Float 

63p 



Cessna A.37 

63p 



Type 94—1. Alf 

75p 

SPECIAL 


PLUS 1/32 scale 


R.B.66. 1/72 

60p 

Boe'ng P. I2E 

Curtis BF.2C.I 

£2.00 

£2.00 




CONVERSION CORNER 



U.S. ARMY WAGON. 1/35 scale. Scratch Built using 
our Plastic Card. (Courtesy E. Holmes) 


1st Grade 
.010 Clear 
.020 Clear 
.010 White 
.020 White 
.030 White 
.040 White 
.060 White 


I2p 

6p 

8p 

I2p 

I7p 

27p 


SPECIAL 

.005 White 7p 

Plastic Asst. Rod 25p pkt. 
Plastic Micro Strip 

2Sp pkt. 

Body Putty I5p 

Metalskin Gloss and Matt 

2 sheets 25p 
Mek Pak Liquid Cement 

7p, I2ip, 25p 


POST RATES 
Up to SOp 8p 
Up to £1.50 I2p 
£3.50 25p; £5 post free 


ERNEST BERWICK 


THE MODEL SPECIALISTS 

11A NEWLAND STREET, KETTERING. NORTHANTS., ENGLAND. Telephone KETTERING 5998 

A. G. CLARKSON R. C. SEDOON M. CLARKSON 




€ 
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SOLDIERS OF THE 3rd REICH 
by “Jackboot” 

Guard in Greatcoat with Guard Dog Kit 65p 
Panzerman with MP40 or Map Case Kit 50p 
Infantryman with M32, MP40 or K98k Kit 50p 
Afrika Korps Infantryman with M32, MP40 or K98k Kit 50p 
Infantryman in Greatcoat with K98k and bayonet Kit 50p 
54 mm scale complete with detailed painting instructions 
Post and Packing 5p per kit Trade terms available 
M32 Machine gun lOp— MP40 Sub Machine gun 8p 
Model 34 Field Pack lOp— K98k Rifle 8p— 

K98k Rifle with bayonet 8p— Trench Tool and Bayonet 8p 
Gasmask Container, Tent Roll and Mess Tin 15p the set 
M-F-H post free publications 

Armed Forces of the 3rd Reich Set No 1 12 cards 35p 
Covering Army, S.S. Air Force, Paras, and Navy Uniforms 
S.S. Uniforms Chart 20' x 13' 30p 
22 Uniforms of the S.S. with Insignia, etc.. 

Organization Book of the N.S.D.A.P. 1943 £1.00 

100's of illustrations of Uniforms. Badges and Insignia 

New issues in Parade of History Series 

The Princes of the T ower, Edward V and brother £1 .00 

Joan of Arc 1430 75p 

Arab, Jordan Desert Patrol 1940 £1.00 

Early Celtic man with Spear 75p 

Post and Packing 5p per figure. 

MODEL FIGURES & HOBBIES 
8 College Square North 
Belfast BTI-GAS 

Agents for SEAGULL card model Ships. Castles and Buildings. 
Tri-ang 1/1200 scale Ships, etc., still available, List free. 


x-acto 

X-ACTO PRECISION TOOLS NEED NO REAL INTRODUCTION 
SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT, IN OUR ESTIMATION. THEY ARE THE 
BEST! 

THE VERY WIDE RANGE OF FINELY GROUND BLADES. 
PUNCHES. GOUGES AND ROUTERS ARE INTERCHANGEABLE. 
AND FOUR BASIC HANDLE STYLES ARE AVAILABLE— ALL DE- 
SIGNED TO OFFER THE MAXIMUM PURCHASE TOGETHER WITH 
IDEAL SHAPE TO COPE WITH THE VERY FINEST MODELLING 
REQUIREMENTS. 



SETS. COMPRISING ASSORTED TOOLS. HANDLES. ETC. ARE 
AVAILABLE. AND. AT THIS TIME OF YEAR. MAKE AN IDEAL 
XMAS GIFT 

IN ADDITION. WE OFFER INDIVIDUAL TOOLS SUCH AS FINE 
SPOT OILERS. PIN VICE. NEEDLE FILE SET. SANDERS. SPOKESHAVE, 
CLAMPS. BALSA STRIPPER. PLANE. RAZOR SAW. SCREWDRIVERS. 
ETC. SEND S.A.E. FOR FREE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST. 

SET No. 84 £5.80 TRADE SUPPLIED 



(MODELS) LTD. 01-935 8835 
Tel. 01-486 3561 


14 NEW CAVENDISH ST. 
LONDON, W.1. 



POST FREE 

ALL the following super ‘FROG KITS' 

Mustang, FW 109, ME 109F, Hurricane (all 20p) 
Lysander, B 'Burn Shark, ME 410, D H Hornet, Westland Wessex 
(all 27p) 

H.E. 219, Beaufighter, Starfighter, Mosquito (all 36p) 
Super Sabre, Thunderchief, Sky Hawk, Hawker Harrier (all 4€p) 
Delta Dagger 50p Whitley 90p 

Shackleton £1.10 
Tirpitz, Vanguard both £2.10 
All GUARANTEED by return. 

THE MODEL DEPT., CATOR SHOPS LTD., 

56 Fore St., Brixham, Devon 
Phone 2685 Member I.P.M.5. 

OFFER CLOSES 31st DECEMBER, 1971 


NEW TAMIYA KITS 


Saladin Armoured Car 1/35th Scale 

S9p 

Centurion Mk Ml Tank 1/35th Scale 

£2.50 

MONOGRAM Cars and Aircraft 


now in stock 


Mosquito 1/48th Scale 

£1.35 

Typhoon 1/48th Scale 

90p 

Send SAE for Monogram Price List. 


H. A. BLUNT & SONS LTD 


Mill HIM Circus 38 Fretherne Road 

London NW7 4RN Welwyn Garden City 

Phone 01-959 2877 Herts. Phone 26884 


TORBAY MODEL SUPPLIES 

The South-West’s 
ALADDIN^ S CAVE 

Vast Stocks: Model Railway, Car, Ship, 
Plane and AFV equipment, Soldiers, 
Plastic kits, etc, etc. 

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES 

59 Victoria Road, Ellacombe 
Torquay, S. Devon. Tel. 27764 



History - Reference 
Modelling - Engineering 
Computers - Navigation 
Flying - Construction 

We carry a comprehensive U.K. 
and international range of 
books on all aspects of aviation 
and armour. 



Tel: 01-836 5376 

Books & Accessories 33 (AM) St. Martin's Ct.. London WC2 
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ARGYLE MODELS 

CENTRAL STATION BRIDGE on the ROYAL MILE at 

ARGYLE STREET 103/105 HIGH STREET 

GLASGOW C.2 EDINBURGH 


BRITAINS LEADtNG MODEL SPECIALISTS 


TAMIYA MOTORISED KITS 

NEW! 1/72 VOSPER PATROL BOAT 
£4.40 

NEW! 1/700 WATERLINE SHIPS 
75p each 

Heavy Cruiaers Suzuya, M^ami, 
Takao, Chokai. Battleships natsa, 
Yamato 

NEW! 1/12 FERRARI 3I2B F.l £4.40 
NEW! 1/6 OAX HONDA M/CYCLE 
£3.50 

NEW! 1/35 PZKW2 99p 

NEW! 1/35 PZKW3 AUSF M/N £1.85 
NEW !l/48 lAGOPANZER 

••KANONE” 85p 

NEW! 1/35 M55I SHERIDAN £2.30 
NEW! 1/35 M60-AI 

CHEYENNE (R/C) £3.50 

PLUS! All the outstandinc i97l re- 
leases (Price in brackets for remote 
control) 

1/21 M4 Sherman. PZKW3 

£3.99 (£5.00) 
1/25 Tiger I £6.30 (£7-99) 

1/25 Rommel. Chieftain, Panther 

£5.30 (£6.95) 
I /25 T34. SU 1 00 £4.50 (£5.70) 

1/35 King Tiger. Hunting Tiger, 
Rommel, Panther, Leopard, 

Tiger I £2.30 (2.99) 

1/35 Chiefuin, Jap Type 61. 

M60-AI £2.30 

1/35 Centurion £2.60 

1/35 M4I Bulldog. M4A3 Sherman. 

M42 Duster. T34 (£2.40) 

1/35 M4A3E8 Sherman. AMX30 
Napoleon, M4 Sherman, 

M36 Destroyer. M42 Duster, 

M4I Bulldog £1.60 

1/35 Saladin, MB Armoured Cars 99p 
1/35 VW Kubelwagen, Schwimm- 
wagen, British 6-pdr Anti- 
Tank Gun 70p 

^umbrol Military Vehicles Authentic 
Colours 60p set) 

1/6 Dax Honda M/Cycle £3.50 

1/8 Honda CB750 M/Cycle £7.99 

1/12 Lola T70 Car £7.99 

1/12 Honda. Lotus 49. Matra 

MS-1 1. Lotus 49B FI Cars £4.40 


TAMIYA PLANES 

1/72 Zerosen. Shoki, Raiden, 

Hayate. Shinden 36p 

l/l(X) Stratofortress £3.99 

l/lOO Ilyushin IL28. Sea King, 

Vertol KV-I07-II (Civil or 
Miliury) Bucaneer 5Sp 


NEW FROM MIDORI 

1/35 SD KFZ 250/3 and 250/10 

German half-tracks 80p 

NEW A.M.T. 1/25 SUPERKITS 
Auto Transporter, Ken worth 
W-925 Tipper. Chevrolet Titan 90. 
Kenworth K-123 Cabover £4.20 

Ford Short Hauler £4.95 

LaFrance Pumper £5.95 

La France Aero Chief £8.65 

Ford Truck Autotransporter £7.50 


WILLS FINECAST METAL CAR 
KITS 

1/24 Scale £7.95 each 

4.5 Litre Bentle/*, Bugatti, Type 59 
Vauxhall 30/98E. SSlOO Jacuar 
^umbrol Epoxy 30p. Devcon 45p, 
Chromate Primer 25p) 

LINDBERG 

1/72 Hel62. FWI90D. Mel63. 

HelOO 

1/72 Do33S. Ar 234B. Me4l0. 

He 129. Kingfisher. PS IB 
Mustang, Helkat. P47B 
Thunderbolt 
1/72 Do 172. He 129. B70 


30p 


45p 

75p 


REVELL SPACECRAFT 
1/48 Lunar Module 96p 

1/48 Mercunr and Gemini 96p 

1/24 Gemini Capsule £1.11 

1/24 Vostok Capsule £1.11 

i/I 10 Friendship 7 (complete) £2.22 


ITALAERI 

1/72 Reggiane RE 2(X>0 60p 

1/72 Reggiane RE 2001 60p 

1/72 Reggiane RE 2002 60p 

1/72 Fiat G5S Centauro 60p 

1/72 Fiat BR20 Cicogna £1.85 

1/72 Caproni CA3I3/3I4 £1.85 


(Humbrol Authentic Colours Italian 
Set 60p) 


MONOGRAM 

1/72 Curtiss P6E. FI 1C. P36A. Boeing 
F4B4, F8F Bearcat, P5IB Mustang 
45p each 

1/72 Me I lOE. F7F3 Tigercat 60p each 

1/48 FW I90A. P5IB Mustang. Hurri- 
cane. Spitfire, Al E Skyraider 

60p each 

1/48 P47D Thunderbolt. P39 Aira- 
cobra, JU87G Stuka, Typhoon, 
Dauntless, Avenger, Hellcat, 
Helldiver, Corsair, Thunderbolt 

90p each 


FROG 1/72 

Me I09F. Hurricane. Mustang. FWI90. 
FW TAI52H. Spitfire, Vampire. Hell- 
cat 21 p 

)U87G Stuka. Wyvern. Vengeance, 
Meteor, Gannet, Wessex, Barracuda. 
Hornet. P38J/L Lightning. Me 410 29p 
Beaufort, Beaufighter, Ju 88 40p 

Spin-a-Prop motor for these kits 55p 
Tupolev SB2. He 219, Mosquito 4/6 
Blenheim. Mig 21. Me NOG. FI04 
Starfighter 40p 

F4K Phantom, BAC Lightning, Sky- 
hawk. Super Sabre, Harrier. Corsair. 
Do l7z-2 50p 

Delta Dagger, Intruder, Voodoo 61 p 
RASc Viailante 80p 

Renzan Rita G8NI 97p 

Whitley £1.05 

Shackleton £1.22 

Kawanishi Emily Flying Boat £1.45 

FROG SHIP KITS 
Ashanti, Hero. Torquay, Undine 24p 
HMS Trafalgar 6Sp 

HMS Tiger 80p 

RNLI Lifeboat 80p 

Shell Welder Tanker £1.00 

Vanguard. Tirpitz. Bismarck. 

Missouri £2.35 

^umbrol Naval Vessels Authentic 
Colours 60p set) 

NOTE: We cannot guarantee avail- 
ability of Frog Kits. Although we are 
holding large stocks at present, we 
would advise immediate purchase of 
kiu required for future use. 


REVELL AIRCRAFT 

1/72 He 219, Ju 88. Phantom F4K. 

Phantom F4B 47p 

1/72 BI7 Fortress, FW200 Condor. 

FI 1 1, Lancaster 75p 

1/28 Spad XIII. Sopwith Camel, 

Fokker DR-I 
1/32 Hughes Cayuse 
1/32 P4()E Flying Tiger/Aleutian 
Tiger, Mustang, Me IC)9F, 

Me I09G. Wildcat, Spitfire. 
Seafire. Zero 

1/32 Hurricane. Corsair, Stuka. 

Thunderbolt, Raiden 
1/32 Bell Huey Attack, Cobra, 

UH-ID Copters 
1/32 P38J Lightning 


86p 

47p 


92p 

£1.11 


£1.15 

£1.41 


NEW 1/32 Mustang with 
Malcolm Hood 


92p 


AIRFIX 

1/24 MEI09. Spitfire 
1/24 Bentley Blower 
Plus full range catalogue I8p 


£1.99 

£4.50 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE: Money-back^guarantee of satisfaction. Prompt- 
ness and courtesy assured. Please add 5% (min. lOp) p 8t p on U.K. orders. 
Overseas customars may deduct 15% British Purchase Tax. Plaasa add 
sufficient for air or surface post. 


NEW FROM AIRMODELS 
NOWI I 72 COMPLETE KITS! 
Vaeformed in heavy plastic, with the 
detail and accuracy always associated 
with Airmodels 

123 Dornier Do 18 Flaring Boat £1.50 
(3 optional versions of this huge 
kit) 

124 Dornier Do 23 Bomber £1.50 

125 Heinkel He. 42 Seaplane 

Trainer 75p 

128 Dornier Do. 27 Bomber 75p 

LATEST CONVERSION KIT 
RELEASES 

1 16 Wellington XIV 25p 

1 17 Bolton Paul Defiant TT3 2Sp 

Fairy Battle Trainer 

1 18 Arado Ar 234C 25p 

Fi. Reichenberg IV (manned 

V-l) 

FW 190 D-9 

119 Junkers JU87 D.3 30p 

120 P-38M Night Lightning 20p 

N.A. T-6 Harvard IV 

121 F86D Sabre 30p 

122 Messerschmitt Me I09B 30p 

127 Vampire NFIO 30p 

AFV CONVERSION KITS 

501 Sturmtiger I5p 

502 Jagdpanzer IV I5p 

503 Hammal (S.P.I55) I5p 

504 Brummbaer I5p 


NOWI SUPER QUALITY 
DECALSI 

221 N.A. F86D Sabre 40p 

(Korea and Phillipines) 

222 R.C.A.F. Aerobatic Teams 40p 
(Golden Hawks Sabre. 

Red Knights T33) 

The full range of injection-moulded 
and vac-formed conversions is avail- 
able from stock (except 1 14 and I IS, to 
be re-released with styrene parts) 
S.A.E. for full deuils 

BASIC KIT REQUIRED 
Airfix Wellington 
AirRx Defiant 
Airfix Battle 
Lindberg Ar 234B 
Frog, Spitfire and V.l Bom 
Airfix n/VI90D 


Frog Ju 87G 
Frof P3B J/L Lightning 
Airfix Harvard 
Hasegawa F86F 
Revell Me I90E 
Frog Vampire FB5/S0 

BASIC KIT REQUIRED 
Airfix Tiger I 
Airfix Panzer IV 
Airfix Panzer IV 
Airfix Panzer IV 


50p 

24p 

24p 

45p 

29p 

I7p 

29p 

29p 

I7p 

J4p 

20p 

2lp 


I7p 

I7p 

I7p 

I7p 


PROFILES 

Aircraft 1-204 25p. 20S-2I5 30p. 216- 
230 35p 

A.F.V. 1-17 30p. 18-36 35p 
Warships 1-14 50p 

Small Arms 1-4 40p 

Loco 1-19 40p 

Cars 1-96 20p 

See separate advt. for current releases 
or send s.a.e. for full lists 
New Bound Volumes now available 
Aircraft Vols 9 and 10 £6.00 each 

A.F.V. Vol 3 (Brit, and C’wealth 1940- 

46) £5.50 

Locos Vol I £6.50 

Warships Vol I (this month) £7.50 

Profile Book I (Mod U.S. Support 
Vehicles) £1.50 

MEN AND MACHINES 

NEW! French Fighters WWII £2.00 

NEW! Famous Fighter Sqdns of 

R. A.F. Vol I (this month) £2.50 

NEW! American Fighters Vol I 
(published Christmas) £2.00 

LATEST AIRCAMS £1.25 each 

22 N.A. B-25C-H Mitchell 

23 Vought F4U- 1/7 Corsair 

24 

25 

26 Hawker Hunter F.I/T.66 
55 Czech Air Force 1918-70 
S6/S8 Luftwaffe Vols I and II 
S7/S9 Aerobatic Teams Vols I and II 

S. a.e. for complete list 

BODLEY HEAD LIBRARY 
The World’s Airliners £1.40 

The World’s Fighters £1.40 

The World’s Bombers £1.40 

OLYSLAGER AUTO LIBRARY 
The Jeep £1.00 

Half-Tracks £1.00 

Summell Vehicles £1.25 

American Cars of the 30‘s £1.25 

BLANDFORD PRESS 
Cavalry Uniforms £1.50 

Infantry Uniforms 1742-1855 £1.50 

Infantry Uniforms 1855-1939 £1.50 

P.S.L. 

“How To Go” Series . . . 

Plastic Modelling 
Advanced Plastic Modelling 


£1.50 

£2.00 


AIRFIX 


ng Mode 
MAGAZI 


INE ANNUAL £1.25 


Send 5p only for our complete 
revised book list, stating interests. 
Several hundred titles in stock. 


ARMS AND ARMOUR 

Gernun Pistols and Revolvers £4.95 
German Army Uniforms and 
Insignia 1933-45 £4.25 

Badges and Emblems of the 
British Army 1940 

Model Soldiers 50p 

German Tanks WWII £4.75 

British and American Tanks 
WWII £5.25 

Russian Tanks 1900-70 £5.50 

Churchill Tank £2.00 

Modern British Tanks £1.00 

British and American Infantry 

Weapons WWII £1.25 

Russian Infantry Weapons WWII £1.50 
German Infantry Weapons 
WWII £1.50 

MEN AT ARMS £1.25 each 
Foot Grenadiers of Imperial Guard 
Stonewall Brigade 
Black Watch 
French Foreign Legion 
Chasseurs a Cheval 
Coldstream Guards 
The Iron Brigade 
Waffen SS 
IAN ALLEN 

A.F.V.’s of the World £2.10 

Piet. History of Machine Gun £3.45 

Fighting Vehicles of Red Army £1.50 

British Army Vehicles and 
Equipment £1.50 

Piet. History of RAF Vol I £2.25 

Vols II and III £2.75 each 

Lancaster at War £3.00 

ALMARKS 

prices in brackets for hardback edition) 
The Life Guards 

French Napoleonic Lancer Regts 
Plastic Scale Model Aircraft 

£1.00 (£1.60) 

Narrow Gauge Model Railway 

90p (£1.50) 

Hying Navy £1.25 (£1.75) 

R.N. Warships 1939-45 £1.50 (£2.00) 
German Infantry 1914-18 £1.00 (£1.50) 
American Army Uniforms 

£1.00 (£1.50) 
Waffen SS £1.75 (£2.25) 

British Military Markings 1939-45 

£1.25 (£1.75) 

Indian Cavalry Regts 1880-1914 

£1.25 (£1.75) 
Regiments at Waterloo £1.25 (£1.75) 
Ships of the Royal Navy £1.25 (£1.75) 
British Infantry Colours £1.00 Ul>80) 
German ComtMC Uniforms 

87p (£1.25) 

American Civil War Infantry 

87p (£1.35) 

Battle Class Destroyers £I.U (£1.75) 
French Napoleonic Artillery 

£1.00 (£1.50) 

Soviet Combat Tanks 1939-45 

£1.00 (£1.40) 
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The Scots Greys 
have been an 
incredible success, 
and acclaimed by 
modellers the 
world over. These 
new kits by 
Historex — a firm 
whose name is 
synonymous with 
quality — have 
already surpassed 
all previous sales. 
Superbly moulded 
and with coloured 
illustrations, 
these kits provide 
the modeller with 
the means to 
create one of 
these famous 
Waterloo 
cavalrymen in 
perfect miniature. 

All purchases over 
£5 will include 
the Historex 
Agents key ring 
medallion. 

Mounted figures 
cost £1.65 plus 8p 
post and packing. 

Our complete 
catalogue avail- 
able by return for 
40p including 
post or send s.a.e. 
for resume of 
products. 


The Greys only 
available as 
mounted figures 


Visit our stand at the London Mode! Engineer 
Exhibition from 4th to 15th January 


HISTOREX AGENTS 


3 CASTLE STREET, DOVER 


BELLON^ 

BRITAIN’S LEADING RANGE OF BATTLEGAME AND 
LANDSCAPE SCENERY 

Jilllii 

AWaiCAIi TOOU 

liijisi 

SUPER-DETAILED EQUIPMENT 

Seven sets of fine miniature tools, guns, jerry cans, chain to 
add detail to your Tanks, and A.F. Vehicles. 

All sets 19p each 

STOP PRESS. Just arrived from ARMTEC specially for the 
collector and detail builder: 

GERMAN Jagdpanzer 3Bt “HETZER” 1 76 Scale 
Tank Kit £1.25 each 

Also Coming Shortly. 1 35 Scale Tovi^ Chain 21p per length 
Send S.A.E. for catalogue of BELLONA AND ARMTEC 
Products to 

MICRO-MOLD PLASTICS. 

1 Unifax, Goring-by-Sea, Sussex 

U.K. Trade Supplies from Micro-Mold. W. & H. Models Ltd and 
J.N.T. Model Products Ltd. Overseas Enquiries to Micro-Mold 
Plastics 


Also Distributors for 


^^RMtec 

aaagg 

1:76ACCESS0RIES 




Scale 1:76 (4mm to 1 ft) 


HOWELL DIMMOCK LTD 

38-40 LORDSHIP LANE, TOTTENHAM 

LONDON NI7 8NT, ENGLAND Phone 01-808 5675 


WORLD-WIDE MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS 


PROFILE VOLUMES 
NEW 

Volume I Locomotives 
A.F.V. PROFILES 
Volume I 1914-19 
Volume II 1919-40 
A.F.V. WEAPON 
Profile Book I 

AIRCRAFT IN PROFILE 
Volumes I to X at 
(Second Edition) 

First edition will be sent 
available at 


C3.9S 

£3.7i 


£1.50 

£6.00 


where 

£5.25 


PROFILES 

We keep the full ranse of Profiles 
subject to availability as follows 
AFVs 1-17 15p 

AFV’s 18 onwardi 35p 

Ships 1-7 50p 

Locomotives 1-13 40p 

Aircraft 1-204 20p 

Aircraft 205-215 30p 

Aircraft 216- 3Sp 

Small Arms Profiles 40p 

Post and Packing Sp per copy. 

3 or more copies Post Free. 


LIMITED RUN 

Airfix wagons and Loco Kit;. Order 
now whilst still available 
Brake Van 24p 

Cattle Van 24p 

Tank Wagon 24p 

Mineral Van 24p 

Evening Star Loco 65p 

Others in Stock 

Biggin Hill Loco 65p 

Harrow Loco 50p 

Rocket I7p 


SECOND HAND 
To buy for cash or part-oxchango 
Modal railways in all gaugos 
from English to continental. 
Also wo purchase die-cast 
vehicles such as Dinky, Match- 
box, Corgi, etc. 

Send your unwanted items for 
free valuation without obli- 
gation, naturally we can make a 
higher allowance for part- 
exchange. 


BOOK CATALOGUE 
Due to demand we have produced a 
very comprehensive book catalogue 
on many subjecu across the trans- 
port field from AFV's to railways 
and canals to armour. It contains 
many hundreds of books from 
various publishers at — ISp post paid. 


FLAT BRASS SHEET 

High quality brass sheet which has 

not been distorted by rolling. 

1 2" X 6" X .0 1 4* approx. — 24p 

post free 

12" X 1 1" X .033" approx. — I8p 

post /ree 


STOP PRESS 

Just been delivered as this advertise- 
ment foes to press. "IMPERIAL 
FIGURES", these figures stand some 
13" high. Beautifully deuiled. 
Figures are m*de of plastic but so 
finely made they look like ivory. 
They stand on a real marble plinth. 
Four types available at £5.95 each. 


U.K. Mail Order: Orders over £5 free: Up co £2, I2^p: Over £2 buc 
under £3, iSp; Over £3 buc under £5, 20p. Power units and transformers 
30p. Flexible crack extra I2ip. 
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Set the scene 
with Plasticine 



You can landscape your setting and populate your model 
world with figures in ^Plasticine'. 

Whether you’re building up a contoured hillside or 
modelling drivers and mechanics for your racing circuit, 
there’s a world of scope in a pack of 'Plasticine'. 

Economy packs contain I lb., with a choice of 18 different 
colours. From all good toy and stationery 
shops and suppliers of artists* 
materials. 


mimrrrm 




LUi 

Sole Manufacturers: 

HARBUTT’S PUSTICINE LTD., BATHAMPTON, BATH, BA2 6TA 



New from 
Profile 




231 Lublin R.XIII variants 

Superbly colourful, excitingly original 
Profile devoted co the hard-worked buc 
little-known general-purpose WW2 mono- 
plane of the Polish Air Force. 


34 Scorpion 

Profile score a scoop! R. M. Ogorkiewicz 
writes on the new aluminium light tank. 


13 HMS Exatar 

Participated in the famous Battle of the 
River Plate against Admiral Graf Spee and 
later in the Battle of the Java Sea. 


3 Tha Lugar 

One of the great myths of small arms. 
Included is a check list of all known 
varianu. 


18 Gorman Austerity 2-10-0 

The second most numerous class of steam 
locomotive constructed in ISO years— over 
6.(X)0 built in 2J years. 


Profile Publications Limited 

Coburg House Sheet Street Windsor Berkshire Tel Windsor G9777 



SOLDIER CENTRE 

94 ST. CLEMENTS 
OXFORD TEL. 40551 


MEMBERS OF THE B.M.S.S. 


ROSE AUTUMN RELEASES 


French Napoleonic 
Polish Lancer of the Guard 
1807-14 

Carabineer 1810-15 
British Napoleonic 
Officer of Light Company 


Officer 2nd Regt. Lancers 
the Guard 1810 
Cuirassier 1804-10 

Highland Light Inf. Pvt. 


British W.W.II 

Pvt. with Sten Pvt. with Bren (Running) 

Pvt. with Rifle (Running) Airborne Trooper 
Waffen ‘SS* 

Pvt. Russian Front 


of 


As always the above individual 54 mm Figures are to the high 
standard of detail and character of all Rose Figures. Each figure 
comes complete with painting instructions for £1.36 each 


Lasset 54 mm Figures New Additions 

Baylors Dragoon Grenadier of the Guard 

U.S. Infantryman Sapuer of the Guard 

Indian Scout Grenadier Officer 

Rogers Ranger 

Individually animated— £1.06 each— Undercoated 
ready for paint 


Sanderson 54 mm Figurines. 92p each 
Roman Matron — Slave Girls (8 diflerent types) 
Inn Girls — Roman Auctioneer 

List of figures available. S.A.E. please 


Almarks Boxed Sets at 75p per set 
German Infantry Ideally suited to conversion 

American Infantry and modifications as per 

Japanese Infantry Roy Dilleys’ excellent articles 


Tamiya 1 35 Scale A.F.V.'s. Each kit motorised 
'Hunting Tiger' — ‘King Tiger’ — ‘Panther’ — 'Jagd Panther' — 
'Sheridan' — 'Chieftain' £2.20 each 

Two New Sets of Figures 
Tamiya 'Afrika Korps' 4 figures 24p set 

‘German Officers' 4 figures 24p set 
Combine these with your 'Kubelwagen or Schwimmwagen' for 
exciting diorama potential 67p each 

Reference books from ‘Soldier Centres' Expanding Reference' 
section Almarks Publications 


'German Combat Uniforms' 

37ip 

Soft cover 

•Waffen S.S.’ 

£1.75 

Soft cover 

'French Napoleonic Artillery' 

£1.00 

Soft cover 

‘British Infantry Colours' 

£1.00 

Soft cover 

‘American Civil War Infantry* 

£1.25 

Soft cover 

Blandford 



‘Uniforms of the World 



in Colour' 

£1.50 


‘Infantry Uniforms' 1742-1855 

£1.50 


'Infantry Uniforms' 1855-on 

£1.50 


‘Cavalry Uniforms' 

£1.50 



Smitherman Uniform Prints— 20 plates in each volume 
Uniforms of the Scottish Regiments 
Uniforms of the Royal Artillery 
Uniforms of the Yeomanry Regts. 

Cavalry of the British Army 
Infantry Uniforms of the British Army 1660-1790 
Infantry Uniforms of the British Army 1790-1850 
Infantry Uniforms of the British Army 1850-on 
Each volume £4.25 per copy 


'SOLDIER CENTRE’ take this opportunity of wishing all our 
clients and future clients a Happy Christmas and wish you all 
the very best for 1972. 


December 1971 
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CHHSINAS USI 

ALL MODELS LISTED HAVE BEEN CHOSEN FOR 
DETAIL AND VALUE 


\ 


\ 


CUT ALONG 
DOTTED LINE 
TICK APPROP- 
RIATE BOXES 
AND LEAVE 
UNDER 
YOUR 
PLATE 


.71 


\ 


A.M.T. TRUCK KITS 1/25 
At reviewed in November issue 
O Pecerbilt Truck £4.10 

□ Peterbilc Cebover £4.20 

□ Ford Dumpcruck £5.07 

□ LNT-aOOO Ford Truck £3.M 

□ Racing Car Trensporcer £5.07 

□ Fruehauf Tank Trailer £4.20 

□ Fruehauf Box Trailer £4.20 

□ Chevy "Titan 'W Truck £4.20 

□ "Plated" Tank Trailer £5.07 

□ Ford "Short-hauler" Truck £5.07 

□ Kenworth Tipper Truck £4.20 

□ Kenworth Cabover £4.20 

□ Double Van Trailers £6.99 

□ Giant Auto Transporter £4.20 

□ Transit Cement Mixer £6.99 

TAMIYA 

□ 1/12 Ferrari 3I2B 

□ 1 172 Vosper 

□ 1/12 Lotus 49 

□ 1/12 Lotus 49B 

□ 1/12 Lola T70III 

□ 1/12 Matra MS II 

□ 1/12 Porche 910 

TANKS 

□ 1/35 M42 Duster 


£3.99 

£3.99 

£3.99 

£3.99 

£7.99 

£3.99 

£6.50 


□ 

Tiger 1 

£2.30 

□ 

Leopard 

£2.30 

□ 

Sheridan 

£2.30 

□ 

Hunting Tiger 

£2.30 

□ 

King Tiger 

£2.30 

□ 

Chieftain 

£2.30 

□ 

Centurion 

£2.60 

□ 

6 IBER 

70p 

□ 

Kubelwagen 



Schwimmwagen 

70p 

□ 

Panxer PZKWII 

99p 

□ 

Panzer PZKWIII 

£1.85 


CAR KITS 

□ 1/16 1904 6 hp Wolteley £2.00 

□ 1/16 1904 De Dion Bouton £2.60 

□ 1/16 1912 Ford Model "T* £4.80 

□ 1/20 1907 Itala Pechino Parigi 

£2.99 

□ 1/20 Mustang Mach I £3.50 

□ 1/20 Ferrari PS Berlinetta £2.99 

AIRFIX NEWlll 

□ 1/24 Messerschmitt 109 

□ 1/8 Bentley 1930 £4!50 

□ 1/24 Spitnre MKIA £1.99 

SOLDIERS 

□ Giant!!! 300 mm figures £5.95 ea. 

□ Grenadier of the Guard 

□ Hussar 

□ Line Inf Voltigeur 

□ Dragoon 


\ 


PALMER 

HISTORIC 

CANNONS 

□ 24 lb Naval Gun Kit 

82p 

□ Civil War Field Gun Kit 

□ Gatling Gun Kit 

□ 75 mm Artillery Piece Kit 

□ Revolutionary Field Gun 

Kit 


\ 


82p 

82p 

82p 

82p 


We alto stock. Hittorex, Rose, 
Garrison, Hinchcliffe, Lattet, 
Olive. Minot, AiiTix, Stadden, 
Series '77’, Helmet. 


ARTIPLAST 
1/48, 1/50 Aoroplanos 
n Macchi MB 326 60p 

□ Fokker D.R. I 60p 

□ Bristol Bulldog 60p 

□ Avro 504K 60p 

□ De Havilland DH2 60p 

□ Fokker D VII 60p 

□ SE5 Scout 60p 

□ Tiger Moth 60p 

□ Albatross D III 60p 

□ Nieuport 60p 

□ Fiat CR 42 60p 

□ Macchi M4I6 60p 

□ Ansaldo SUA 5 60p 

□ Macchi MC 72 60p 

□ Macchi MC 200 60p 

□ Camel 60p 

□ FiatCR32 3IS 60p 

□ Caproni 60p 

□ Reggiane 2000 60p 

□ Fiat ESS 60p 

□ Fiat E9I (Italian or German) 6Sp 

□ Lockheed FI04 £1.25 

□ Ju87Stuka £1.25 

□ Savoia Machetti SH.79 £1.25 

□ Supermarine Walrus £1.25 

REVELL 1 8 MOTOR 
CYCLE KITS £3.14 oach 

□ Yamaha Scrambler 

□ Yamaha 350 

□ Yamaha Dirt Bike 

□ Kawasaki Mach ill 

□ Triumph Custom 

□ Triumph Tiger 

□ Honda Drag 

□ Triumphant Trike £3.82 oach 

□ Electra Glide 

□ Harley Police Bike 

□ Harley Chopped Hog 

NEW FROM OSPREY 

£1.25 oach 

□ Waffen S/S 

□ The Iron Brigade 

□ Chasseurs of the Guard 

□ The Coldstream Guards 

ALMARK 

□ Regimenu at Waterloo £1.25 

□ American Civil War Infantry 87 fp 

□ German Infantry W.W.I £1.00 

□ British Inf. Colours £1.00 

□ French Napoleonic Artillery 

£1.00 

□ British Military Markings £1.25 


CASTERMAN £2.25 -I- 20p post 

□ Vol I I St Empire 

□ Vol. II I St Empire 

PLEASE SEND BY EXPRESS REINDEER ITEMS LISTED ABOVE 


FATHER CHRISTMAS M.H.C. 

363 LEWISHAM HIGH STREET 
LONDON, S.E.13 

INSTANT TURN ROUND SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY OF ORDER 
P. & P. UP TO £3.00 — I5p OVER £3.00 _ FREE 
IT IS REGRETTED THAT NO LETTERS CAN BE ANSWERED UNLESS 
ACCOMPANIED BY A S.A.E. 



A set of 25 different glossy 
reference cards, printed in sepia 
, tones, each illustrating a dif- 
ferent ‘soft -skinned’ Military 
I Vehicle, as used by the Wehr- 
macht up to 1945. contained in 
their special album, designed to 
present each vehicle illustration 
to its best advantage, bound 
wi th i n sem i -sti ff i 1 1 ust rated CO ver . 
Amphibious. Tracked, Road and 
Cross Country vehicles. Includ- 
ing Staff Cars, Command Cars, 
Trucks, Troop Carriers. Ambu- 
lances, Motor-cycles, etc. 

All the illustrations are 
published for the first time 
Each vehicle being described in 
the album, as well as on the 
reverse of each card. Available 
from most Hobby and Collec- 
tors Shops, Specialist Book- 
dealers, or direct from, 

T.L.O. PUBLICATIONS, 


T.L.O 
23 Runnymede Road, 
Recommended Retailers 

JAMES E. LUCK LTD., 

34 High Street, 
Southgate. London, N.14. 

MOHAWK ARMS 
Intarelico, P.O. Box 399. 
Utica, N.Y. 13503, U S A. 


Egham, Surrey, England. 


Recommended ReUilers 

WEHRTECHNISCHE 

MODELLE 

H. G. Muller, D M5 Offenbach/ 
Frankfurt a.M. Nordring 10. 
West Germany. 


1/150 
AFV 

. . . For use with N gauge 
accessories. 

Our present range — of 18 different vehicles (with six more scheduled) — 
already covers many of the widely used Allied and German AFV’s of World 
War II including important ones not included in some ranges. 

Use our special quantity packs to build model formations — send either 25p 
for introductory selection (S2 USA/Canada, 30p Europe), or 50p for present 
range pack. 

GREENING, KNOLL COTTAGE 
KNOLL ROAD, DORKING, SURREY 



MoDeLiK%»Da.Ta-pMoS 
wATGaMiK?,OrAwlTiGs 
HIStOry&APTicLES 

I MoNTMLY H^G^ZINC fOR |^RM0UP QurPG 



^very mahth'^AFV'ftZ Y*v38^a^cs e-f scale <i^awiK^s 

ah4 M8), ^KeTe^hayks ahd accuhate kistepieal 


infamatieH on aMneuyd vehicles an4 ferhsaiiena. CeinfUte 

ftp i^y^alners aUsC ina4c[e)»s... ljRUrE ’ PoR 


APVG2COCPT.A) 

P.O.BOX 393 
LA PUENTE. CRLIF. 91747 O.S.A. 

:jj6.avear....saTnple6oiJ 


UNITED KIlMGDOn: 

GREENING p. 

KNOLL COTTAGE'"",^ 
KNOLL ROAD 
DORKING. SURREY 
ll] 3 Pie Visa. 5««*pli.!l1p (Itiu 
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AIRFRAME 


Other kits available in this range: 

1 Fokker DV111 90p 

2 Bristol Mic 90p 

3 Bachem BA139a 90p 

4 Fokker XXIII £1.15 

5 D.F.S. 230A £1.15 

6 Martin Baker MBS £1.15 

7 Siemens Schuckert Dill 90p 

8 Morane Saulnier L 90p 

9 Ohka (Baka Bomb) 45p 

10 Grumman XF5F-1 Skyrocket 

£1.15 

11 Blohm & Voss HA 139 £2.20 

12 Westland Hill Pterodactyl Mk 1 

90p 

13 Phoenix D1 Scout 90p 
Please add 5p per kit for postage. 


U.K. Distributors 
Dri-Dee, 19 Market Street 
Newbury, Berks 


INTRODUCING 

the latest vaccu-form kit from 

AIRFRAME 

THE VICKERS 
WELLESLEY 

1 :72 scale 




Kit Includes: two cowlings for the 
short chord or long chord versions, 
clear canopies. ''Airframe" building 
up method for easier construction, 
wheels, undercarriage legs, propeller 
and engines, fully detailed geodetic 
structure on wings and tail planes 
plus full instructions. (Dniy the gun 
and decals are NDT included in the 
kit.) 

Price £1.25 in UK or $2.50 plus 30c 
postage from Canada. 

Please add lOp post and packing in 
UK. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Dri-Dee wish to announce that 
their range of Dry-Print decals 
covering Air Forces of the World 
are now distributed by: Drymark 
Ltd. 32 North Street. Leatherhead, 
Surrey, to whom all enquiries and 
orders should be sent. 


All other areas: John Tarvin, 5166 
Portland Street. Burnaby I, British 
Colombia, Canada , 


CAMPAIGN COLOURS 

Campaign colours is an oil bound poster paint 
that has been specially developed for the painting 
of model soldiers whether for collector or 
wargamer. 

in a range of authentic colours to cover all 
periods they will satisfy the most exacting 
modeller. 

Colours available: 

British Scarlet, Orange, Brown, Yellow, Yellow 
Ochre, Chasseur Green, Rifle Green, French 
Artillery Green, Royal Blue, French Blue, Sky 
Blue, Prussian Dragoon Blue, Black, White, 
Flesh, Gold, Silver and Brass. 

In boxes of 10 at 90p p.p. lOp 
Individual colours 9p 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOMED 


COINS AND MILITAIRE 

25 and 31 PRINCES AVENUE 
HULL, HU5 3RX 

Telephone 0482-407447 


RUSS 

101 Battersea Rise, London, S.W.11 

LARGE STOCKS OF PLASTIC KITS 
BY LEADING MANUFACTURERS 

INCLUDING 

Airfix Frog Tamiya Revell 
Radio controlled model aircraft and boats 

Late night opening 7 o'clock Fridays 
01-228 6319 




RGL 

PLASTICS 


We can offer you, the MODELLING 
ENTHUSIAST, a fine selection of plastic 
model kits 

MAIL-ORDER A SPECIALITY 

RGL MODELS 

17 Hanover Buildings, Southampton 

Tel: 25565 


December 1971 
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RAREPLANE VACFORM KITS 

NORTHROP A-17A 

Just issued I A new 1 :72 scale plastic vacform kit of this 
famous American attack-bomber which served a dozen 
of the world's air forces, including the R.A.F. (as the 
Nomad). The highly-detailed mouldings Include spats 
for the fixed undercarriage versions. Assembly instruc- 
tions, detailed scale drawings and colour schemes 
supplied. 

Obtainable from leading model shops all over the World 
—price 66p (Foreign equivalent S2.00 US). 

If your shop does not yet stock RAREplanes. write to: 
RAREplanes, 18 Hillford Place, Earlswood, Surrey, 
England 


BOOKS 

We stock a large range of IAN ALLAN, DAVID 
CHARLES and M.A.P. publications, e.g. 


Pictorial History of German Army Air Service 


1914-18 

£2.55 

Birth of Luftwaffe 

£3.00 

Pictorial History of the Luftwaffe 

£2.25 

Junkers Album 

£2.10 

Heinkel Album 

£2.00 

Handley Page Album 

£1.50 

Lancaster at War 

£3.00 

Fighting Colours R.A.F. 1937-69 

£1.75 

Military Aircraft of the World 

£1.50 

Carrier Operations of W.W.II 

£1.87 

Camouflage and Markings R.A.F. Fighter 

Command 

36/45 

£4.50 


Pictorial History of the R.A.F. Volume 1 1918-39 £2.00 

Volume 2 1939-45 £2.00 
Volume 3 1 945-64 £2.00 
Post and Packing 15p per book. Orders over £5 free 
PAYBONDS WELCOME 

Whatever your interests in Modelling, R/C AIRCRAFT, 
BOATS. CARS, RAILWAYS. PLASTIC KITS, BOOKS 
Try us first. One of Britain's oldest and most forward 
looking MODEL SHOPS. 

JOHN W. BAGNALL LTD 
18 SALTER STREET. STAFFORD 

Est. 1936 Tel. 3420 


FORTHCOMING BOOKS 

DIE DEUTSCHE GEBIRGSTRUPPE 1939-45. Battle pictorial of 
German Mountain Troops on all fronts. 400 photos. 240 pages. 
Detailed text. £4.75 

FALLSCHIRMJAGER 1939-45. New edition of BOhmIer’s 

classic account. 260 pp. 12 maps. 400 photos. Previously listed 
as "German Paratroopers 1939-45". £5.(K) 

PANZER IN RUSSLAND. German tanks in battle on the 
Eastern Front 1941-44. 240 pages. 400 photos. £4.75 

Prices include postage 

Each of the above titles is expected to appear before the end of 
the year. We take this opportunity to wish all Airflx readers the 
compliments of the season. 

W. E. HERSANT LTD 

228 Archway Road, Highgate, London N6 5AZ 


I do not claim to have the largest stocks but I do 
have the best display models. Come and see how 
they should be puttogether. and perhaps I can sell 
you some of the following items. Plasticard, Battle 
Grounds, Historex, Bellona Prints, Profiles, all 
makes of plastic kits, Wilhelmshaven Card Models, 
also large selection of books 

MODEL SUPPLIES 

D. Bryant 

328 Brockley Road, London, S.E.4 

Tel: 6926292 


“ANCIENT” WARGAMERS! 

A new series of reference books for you — Ancient Armies, researched 
and written by Phil Barker, and now produced by Wargames Research 
Group. The first is now ready — 

ARMIES OF THE MACEDONIAN AND PUNIC WARS 
Has over 70 constant scale drawings of troop types, animals and engines, 
with descriptive text, as well as sections on Organisation and Tactics. 

Price £1.25, plus lOp postage (U.S.A. $4.00) 

Also the long awaited 3rd Edition of our Ancient Rules is now ready, 
incorporating all amendments and with additional sections on Field 
Engineering, Scouting, Weather and many others. 

Price 65p plus 7p postage (U.S.A. $2.50) 

Send to: 

B. O'BRIEN, for Wargames Research Group. 75 Ardingly 
Drive, Goring-by-Sea, Sussex. 

Also available are Medieval (14/15 centuries) Adaptions to Ancient 
Rules. 25p plus 3p postage, and Wargames Rules I7S0-I850. and 
Infantry Action 1925-1975, each 45p plus 3p. 


Arthur Taylor's completely new approach to wargaming 

RULES FOR 
WARGAMING 

Contents include rules for: English Civil War, Marl- 
borough’s Wars, Napoleonic Warfare, American 
Civil War. Mechanised Warfare, 18th century Naval 
Warfare, Modern Naval Warfare, and Air Warfare 
1914-1918. 

40p, from your local stockist or from 

SHIRE PUBLICATIONS (AD), TRING, HERTS 
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AIRFIX 

magazine 


Classified Adverts 


RATES: 5p per word. Minimum charge 50p 
BOX NUMBERS: 20p extra charge 
All advertisements must be prepaid 
Please state classification required 


Please address your correspondence to: 

AIRFIX MAGAZINE Classified Advertisement Department 
9 Ely Place, London, EC1N 6S0 
Closing date for next issue— December 1 


FOR SALE 

390 Painted 20 mm 1815 Napolconics. 
French, plastic and metal. Details send 
SAE D. Blackburn, 6 Burley Close, 
Norbury, London SW16 4QQ. (I073SJ 

Airfix .Magazines ; Issue No 2 then Feb- 
ruary 1961 to March 1971 inclusive, £12 
plus postage. P. Woolcock, 1 Police 
House, Hamborough Road, Venlnor, 
Isle of Wight. (107451 

Photowar Magazine No 7, contents: 
Picklehauben plates, Afrika Korps dress, 
2nd WW Polish and Russian held dress, 
4 more pages from the Tiger tank 
manual, history of the Mauser rifle, plus 
much more. 23p from 71 Pebble Hill, 
Radley, Nr Abingdon, Berks. Trade 
enquiries welcome. [10755] 

German Combat Badges. Can’t afford the 
high priced metal ones? 5cnd an 5AE 
for our free illustrated list of plastic 
badges and fibreglass German and 
Russian helmets, ideal for trophy room 
or amateur films. 71 Pebble Hill, Radley, 
Nr Abingdon, Berks. (10765] 

Plastic Model Kits — Unmade — ships, 
vehicles, aircraft, books, many types and 
scales by Monogram, Merit, etc. 5p 
stamp brings lists. 2 Aragon Avenue, 
Ewell, Surrey (10795] 

Can’t Paint? — a reasonably priced ser- 
vice to high standards for figure painting, 
animating and dioramas, etc. SAE details. 
Box No 10805. [10805] 

Aeroplane Spotters. SAE Pulliam, 5 
Ainsworth Street, Fenton, Stoke-on- 
Trent. 110815] 

1/76 Military Vehicle Plans. 109 Dodge 
T2I4, 1 10 Lcyland Hippo Mk 1, 111 
Bedford Armoured 30 cwt, 112 Carrier 
Wheeled IP Mk 2. 4 for 25p, post free 
in UK. Church, ‘Honeywood’, Middle 
Road, Tiptoe, Lymington, Hants, 
504 OFX. [10825] 


Magazines. Scale Models No 1 — March 
71. Miniature Warfare No 2 — Vol 4 No 
7. Meccano — February 68- March 71. 
Airfix— October 67-Octobcr 71. Military 
Modelling No 1 — October 71. 287, 20 mm 
Napoleonic figures, Hinton Hunt minia- 
ture figurines. 190 painted US Marines 
and German Infantry. 130 Minitanks and 
Airfix Vehicles, 6 buildings. 48 trees, 17 
pieces Bellona. Offers SAE Hewlitt, 17 
Jerviston Road, Motherwell, Lanark- 
shire. [I 0835] 

Airfix Magazines from No 2. Various 
old-time plastic kits KIceware, Rcvcll, 
Monogram, etc. Ships, planes, cars. No 
lists but state wants for reply. SAE 
Thompson Model Shop, Ripon. (1084S] 

*Modakit’ Vacuum Formed Kits, excel- 
lent details and value. No limit on 
quantity. Coming soon for armour en- 
thusiasts, Panzer PzKpfw 38(t) and Jagd- 
panzer ’Hetzer’. 60p pair. P & P 8p. Still 
in stock ‘Nissen* Hut 35p each, P & P 
5p. Aircraft ‘Blister* hangar 50p each, 
P & P lOp. Two German WWl *A7V’ 
tanks. 50p pair, P & P lOp. Buildings 
1/72. Vehicles 1/76. Send SAE for list. 
‘Modakit*, 13 Larchfield Way, Horndean, 
Hants, P08 9HE. (10855] 

New USA Mattel Vac-u-Form Unit cost 
£14.00. Best offer secures. Enquiries SAE 
Box No 1086S. (1086S] 

Colour Slide Sets giving different angles, 
some with special slide, shown bracketed. 
Useful to modellers. Four slide sets, 35p 
each. Bristol F2b, Mel63b (trolley). 
Mosquito TT35 (nose-^Iazing), Hawker 
Tomtit, Gladiator, Spitfire la (instru- 
ments), Swordfish, Ju87d (bomb & M/G), 
Provost Tl. Three slides, Wyvern TFI 
piston engined, 28p. Two slide sets, 19p 
each. Sea Fury, He 1 62b. P & P 3p. Over 
12 sjidcs post free. SAE full list. Terry 
Parris, 13 Bradford Street, Eastbourne, 
Sussex. [1088S] 


Kits. Books. Magazines. ’Yesteryears'. 
SAE Rogers, 57 Gladstone Avenue. 
Feltham, Middx. |I089S] 

Airfix Magazines' (60), vehicles, figures, 
etc, mainly World War 2 period. A. D. 
Collins, 39 Honor Oak Road, Forest 
flill, London SE23. |1090S] 

Airfix Magazines 1968/9, mint condition. 
Complete offers to Douhleday, 57 
Archers Way, Galleywood, Chelmsford. 
Essex. II09IS1 

WANTED 

Revell Kits. Martin Mariner, Martin 
Seamastcr, Convair Tradewind, any con- 
dition, made or unmade. Good price 
paid. Details to: George Harvey, ‘Home- 
wood’, Grantstown, Waterford, Ireland. 

(1072W] 

Air Combat Volume 3, issue number 4. 
Am willing to pay or trade aircraft 
books, magazines, prints or unmade kits 
for magazine. State condition (mint pre- 
ferable). Enquiries welcome. L. Green, 
46 Larkhall Rise, Clapham, London 
SW4 6JX. II078W] 

Collector always ready to buy intact kits 
of out of production aircraft. Plastic or 
solid scale. Offers with SAE. Box No 
1087W. II087W] 

MISCELLANEOUS 

American Civil War Enthusiasts Con- 
federate Society. Details write : 
SO.SK.AN., 177 Elmlcy Street, London 
SE18. I107IM] 


The publishers of AIRFIX MAGAZINE 
must point out to readers that, while 
every care is taken to check the bona 
fide nature of all classified advertise- 
ments, they cannot accept any res- 
ponsibility for disputes which might 
arise. 


DID YOU KNOW. . . 

That the readership of Airfix Magazine has increased 
by nearly 35 per cent In the last two years 

That over 40,000 copies were printed last month 
and that an average of 2i people read each copy 
(which means our readership Is now approximately 
100,000 per issue) 

That Airfix Magazine advertising is the most effec- 
tive and economical way of promoting and selling 
plastic model and hobby services and products 
throughout the country 

ADVERTISEMENTS BRING RESULTS — JUST TRY IT! 


AIRFIX MAGAZINE- 
Back Numbers 

Copies are available of all 
issues from 
March 1969 onwards 
(except for January 1970) 


Back copies cost 18p each. Including postage (23p from November 
1970 Issue onwards). Please address all requests for back copies, 
together with your remittance, to our circuiation department at 
SURRIDGE DAWSON A CO. (PRODUCTIONS) LTD, PUBLISHING 
DEPT, 136 NEW KENT ROAD, LONDON SE1. 


December 1971 
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IAN ALLAN BOOKS 


to have and 
to hold... 

your AIRFIX magazines 


The Classified Advertisement columns of this Issue 
of AIRFIX MAGAZINE prove that copies of every 
Issue become more and more valuable as time 
goes on. The circulation and readership increases 
steadily each month so that supply very often can- 
not keep up with the demand and you may well 
miss a copy. Make sure this doesn’t happen to you 
by ordering a regular copy from your newsagent* 
or alternatively take out an annual subscription 
using the form below: 


^^To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE — Subscription Dept. 

Surridge Dawson & Co. (Productions) Ltd.. 

136/142 New Kent Road. London. S.E.1. 

Please send my AIRFIX MAGAZINE each month by 
post on publication for a 12 month period commencing 

with the issue. I enclose my cheque/ 

postal order for £2.40. (Postage inclusive). (USA $6.50) 


Date Signed.. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


Please write clearly In block capitals. 

^ AM 12/71 j 


Once you take AIRFIX MAGAZINE regularly, treat 
your copies like gold dust by preserving them In 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE EASIBINDERS. Order these 
now for your valuable back numbers, your last 
year's copies or even your next year’s copies, 
using the form below. 


To : AiRFIX MAGAZiNE - Easibinder Deot. 

PSL Publications Ltd., 9 Ely Place. London. E.C.1. 

Please send me special AiRFIX MAGAZINE 

Easibinder/s immediately at £1.25 each, post and 
packing free. I enclose my cheque/postal order 


for £ 

NAME 

ADDRESS.. 


Signed.. 


Please write clearly In block capitals. 


L- 


AM 12/71 


. . . "both fascinating and important ... a 
superb job . . . the book is a credit to British 
craftsmanship." Lloyd’s List 

WARSHIP 

IDENTIFICATION 

E. C. TALBOT-BOOTH 


Unique in its treatment of the subject, this 
volume has been pro(fuce(i primarily for 
operational use. It illustrates, in acidition to 
all the combat ships in the world’s navies, 
most of the depot and maintenance vessels, 
stores ships, oilers and all auxiliaries. Some 
1,400 silhouettes, pennant numbers and a full 
index covering 10,000 ships are included. 

Details : 

Ti-" (plus 4 pp in 4 colour) £8.50 
Send for our complete catalogue 


IAN ALLAN 


TERMINAL HOUSE 
SHEPPERTON. MIDDLESEX 


AIRFIX^MRRC 


FOR YOUR AIRFIX 
MOTORACE SETS 

and 

ACCESSORIES 

and all 

SLOT CAR RACING 
EQUIPMENT 


Please tend l^p for catalosuc and name of nearest stockist to: 
29 Ashley Road, Botcombe, Bournemouth, Hampshire. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 
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AIRFIX magazine 



Get every 
detail right 


It's the little things — like the opening hatches and elevating machine 
gun on this Centurion tank — that really make the model I And 
that's why AIrfIx Construction Kits are so fantastically popular. 

Every model is accurate to the smallest detail — a perfect 
replica of the real thing ! There are nineteen series each made 
to a constant scale. Over 300 kits to choose from at prices 
from 17p. From all good hobby shops and F. W. Woolworth. 

Ask for the catalogue. 


Bottom loft : World Wir I took Bottom cantio : loo/Gfont Unk Top loft : 88mm Gun Riflit : Cinturion 



Bm 


The world's 
biggest range of 
construction kits 


PLANES! 

Over 150 to choose 
from, including 
aircraft from both 
World Wars, modern 
jets and airliners. 




SHIPS! 

Warships from World 
Wars I and II. as well 
as modern liners 
and historical 
ships. 



'Spitfire' 

Special ! 

This great new book 
tells the dramatic story 
of the Spitfire Mks I V 
and is illustrated 
with 176 outstanding 
photos. It also contains 
conver ion details for 
the Airfix 24th scale kit. 

Only £1.50 from your 
model/hobbyshop, 
bookshop or from 
Patrick Stephens Ltd., 

9 Ely Place. London, 

E.C.l. (Postage and packing 13p) 


News, articles, conversions for modelling 
enthusiasts every month in AIRFIX MAGAZINE. 
15p from your model shop or newsagent. 


Printed In England by Blackfriars Press Ltd., Leicester LE5 4BS 









WUi INTERNATIONAL 
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 

Suppliers to the British and Overseas Governments 



'k k AIRCAM AVIATION SERIES k k 

North Atnencan P-40 12 Avro Lancaster 

Warhawk 13 Nakajtma Ki 43 

Republic P-47 Thunder- (4 Republic F/RF — 84F 


bolt 

3 North American Mustane 

Mk. NV 

4 Supermarine Spitfire Mk. 

J-XVJ 

5 North American P-5JB/C 

Mustang 

6 Curtiss (P-40) Kittyhawk 

Mk. I-IV 

7 Curtiss P‘'40 Warhawk 

a Super marine Spitfire Mk. 
XII-24 

9 Spad Scouts S.VIt and 
S.XII1 

to Lockheed P-JB Lightning 
1 1 Consolidated B-24-M 
Liberator 


TKunderscreak/ 
Thunderfiash 
IS Boeing B-I7B-H Flying 
Fortress 

17 North American F-B6A-L 

Sabre 

18 Nakajima Ki27A-B 

19 HeMcat 

20 Canadair Sabre Mk. 1-6 

Commonwealth Sabre 
Mk. 30-32 

21 Kawasaki Kt 61/Ki 100 

Hien 

22 North American B-2SC-H 

Mitchell 

24 Hawker Hurricane Mk. I- 
IV (23 not yet available) 


^£11^ 


S. I Battle of Britain 

5.2 Finnish Air Force 

SHARKMOUTH--ln 2 

Vols. 

5.3 Volume 1. S.4 Volume II 
New Special 

S.S Czechoslovakian Air 
Force 

**New'^ No. S6 Volume I 
Luftwaffe Colour Schemet 
& Markings 1935-45. 

This book covers Fighters and 
Ground Attack types. 

S.S Luftwaffe Vol 2 contents. 
Bombers, Reconnais- 
sance, Maritime, Train- 
ing and Liaison types. 

ALL £1,25 each 


X 







★ NEW ALMARK ic 

THE FLYING 
NAVY 

Richard 6 ^ 
Gardner 

A profusely 
illussrated 
record of tha 
airenft, shipt^ 
end equipment 
oF Britain's 
Reet Air Arm 
in the crycial 
years l9iS-l970 
which the 
trAOsicjOfi from 
peak hitting 
power to the 
run-down dF 
fiKed-wing 
craft Bfkd the 
phaiing out of 
aircraFt^rrlers: 
with over 100 
photographs p 9 
m colour^ and 
niin^erous 
scale drawings. 

Paperback edition Bound edition £U5 

iTALAEREI 1 :72 

Reggiane RE-2000 59p 

Reggiane RE-2Q0I S9p 

Fiat BR.20 Cicogna £1.85 

Caproni Ca 113/314 fi.85 



Vk' KOOKABURRA SERIES ^ 


1 *' 'it - ireMk k jlOf t|r 






HONOGRAH 171 

Curtiss R6E bipe 
Curtiss FI lc-1 bipe 
Boeing F4B-d bipe 
Curtiss P-36 A 
G.PBF Bearcat 
P-51 B MusUnjs 
D,AI-i Skyraider 

G. F7F*3 Tigercat 
M.E.BfIlOE 
Dornier Do-17Z 
monogram 1/40 

Focke-Wulf t90A 

M.E.Bfl 09 E 

T.28D 

S. Spitfire Hk, IX 
P-5 10 Hustang 

H, HurHiCane II^IV 
P-47D Thunderbok 
F-6F Hellcat 


The following 
titles are now 
aveilableE 

Wirraway & Boom> 
erang Harkings^ 
Hawker Hurricane 
Described 

Combat Aircraft of 
The Battle oF Britain 
P-47 Thunderbolt 
Described* Pt I 
P-47 Thunderbolt 
Described. Pt 2 
Westland Whirlw'd 
Deserfbed 

Spitfire Markings of 
RAAF. Pt I 
Focke*Wulf Fw*l90 
Pt I 

Fockij^Wuff Fw.|90 
Pt 2 

Vought Kingfisher 
p G. Avenger 

p H, Typhoon IB 

p P-39 Airacobra 


FROG |:72 
Spitfire Mk. \fV 
Fockfr^Wurf TAIS2H 
D,H* Vampire V 
M.E. Bfl09F 
P-40B Tomahawk 
P*SIA/Mk* II Mustang 
Macchi M C. 202 
DH Hornet F,3 
F* Gan net AS4 
P-36I/L Lightning 
Westland Lysander 11 
Fairy Barracuda II 
Westland Wessex Mk. 
W« Lysander II 


HASEGAWA 1 :32 Scale 

BOEING P-12E £2.00 

CURTISS BF2C-1 £2.00 


AIRFIX 

1:24th Scale 

ME-BF109E 

Order Now, £1.95 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 

^ detailed Daimler * Alternative cockpit 
. . Canopies 

^ Working ailerons and tail « Propeller may be jmotOr* 
p lants if Qd ( m oto r 31p extra) 

^ Ketractabre undercarriage 


AUGSBURG EAGLE 

by Wtlltam Gre-a-n 

TNt ntw title publilhcd by MacduHAid cover* the 
full story of the famous M»»rKhm«tt J09 fishter, 
from the Second World War end it* post-war 
ucvelopmenw in Czechoclovakia and Spain. Nearly 
200 photo* and drawing*, 12 page* full colour. 

NOW IN STOCK C3.S0. 


POST AND PACKING: Plea,e’'add 10% to ail | 
order* up to £5.00 (min, I Op), Over £5.00 poit free, 
C.O.D. Charge 45 p. i" 


HELLER AIRCRAFT KITS 

L091 Bfoch 152, Ftr. WWII J^Tl 45o 
!-2l? Dowoitine 520. Ftr. WWII 1/72 45p 

L093 Horane Saulnier M5-406 

Ftr. WWfl t/72 45 d 

L094 Curti** H-75 A3 ^ 

Ftr. WWII i/72 45p 

L095 Let Mureaux 117,82 

Ftr. WWII 1/72 45 p 

L096 Caudron C-7t4 Cl Cyclone 

Ftr. WWH 1/72 45p 

L390 Amiot 143, &mr, WWII 1/72 £1*10 

L39I Lioreec Oliver 45 

Bmr. WWII 1/72 CIJO 

L393 Breguet 693. Bmr, WWII 1/72 £KI0 
L393 Bloch 174, Bmr. WWM 1/72 £1.10 
L 394 Potez 631, Bmr. WWII 1/^ £1.10 
U96 Potet 63.|l. Bmr. WWir 1/72 £M0 
L397 Leo 451, Bmr, WWII 1/72 £1.10 
L545 Bloch 210, Bmr. WWII 1/72 £t.80 


BMW MODELS, 327-323 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, S.W.19 01-540 7333/4 



